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OORBIGENDA. 

Pago 23, line 17, /or "taught" read " thonght." 

Page 33, Ime 19, for " Sir Jamea Morland " read " Sir Samuel 

Morland." 
Pago 68, line 24, read " the extract of hia Damttive aa aeaxlj 

as poaaible in his own words." 
rage 99, lino 17, for " pcuie" read "iwuze." 
Page 131, line 2,/ot " eix" read "seven." 
Page 133, let col. I. 26, p. 134, 2nd col. I. 20, for - Alexander" 

read " Innocent." 



purgatory ; taking the Scripture as the rule of Hfe, and admit- 
ting no sacraments but Baptism and the Lord's Supper . . . 
No bloodier cruelty disgraces the records of the Papacy than 
the persecutions endured by the ancestors of the twenty 
thousand Waldenses now surviving. . , , Never did men 
suffer more for their belief. ..." 

The quoted expressions not being in accordance with 




P R E F A C E. 

^T was on the 30th April of last year, that in a 
leading article of a London newspaper (the 
" DaUy Telegraph," 30th April, 1868), I read 
the following expressions relating to the Wal- 
denses of Pieraont. " For sixteen hundred years, at least, 
the Waldenses have guarded the pure and primitive Chris- 
tianity of the Aijostles. . . No one knows when or how the 
faith was first delivered to these mountaineers. . . Irenaeus, 
Bishop of Lyons, in the second century found them a church. 
. . . These gallant hill-men have kept the tradition of the 
Gospel committed to them as pure and inviolate as the snow 
upon their own Alps. . . . They have maintained an Evan- 
gelical form of Christianity from the very first, rejecting 
image worship, invocation of saints, auricular confession, 
celibacy, papal supremacy or infallibility, and the dogma of 
purgatory ; taking the Scripture as the rule of life, and admit- 
ting no sacraments but Baptism and the Lord's Supper . . . 
No bloodier cruelty disgraces the records of the Papacy than 
the persecutions endured by the ancestors of the twenty 
thousand Waldenses now surviving. . , . Never did men 
suiFer more for their belief. . . ." 

The quoted expressions not being in accordance with 
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my former knowledge of the Waldensian history, I imposed 
upon myself the task of collecting as many books bearing 
on the subject as I could find, in order to ascertain whether 
my old impressions were wrong, or the greatest part of the 
above assertions imfounded. 

The following are the principal books I have read through 
relating to this object : Jean Paul Perrin, " Histoire des 
Vaudois,'' Geneve, 1619; Alexander Ross, '' OANSEBEIA,'' 
London, 1653; Samuel Morland, ''The History of the 
Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Piemont," London, 
1658; Jean Leger, Pasteur, &c., "Histoire Generale des 
Eglises Evangeliques de Piemont," Amsterdam, 1680; P. 
Allix, D.D., " History of the ancient Churches of Piedmont," 
London, 1690; William Jones, " History of the Waldenses," 
London, 1812; Jean Rodolphe Peyran, Pastor, with appen- 
dices by Rev. Thomas Sims, M.A., "An Historical Defence 
of the Waldenses or Vaudois," London, 1826; Rev. J. L. 
Jackson, M. A., " Remarks on the Vaudois of Piemont," 
London, 1826; William Stephen Gilly, M.A., " Narrative of 
an Excursion to the Mountains of Piemont," London, 1827; 
"Recherche^ Historiques sur la veritable Origine des Vaudois, 
par Monseigneur Charvaz," Paris et Lyon, 1836; Robert 
Baird, D.D., '' Sketches of Protestantism hi Italy," New 
York — British edition, London, 1847; Antoine Monastier, 
" A History of the Vaudois, translated from the French," 
London, 1848; Alberto Bert, Ministro, "J. Valdesi, ovvero 
i Cristiani Cattolici secondo la Chiesa Primitiva," Torino, 
1849; Alexis Muston, D.I)., Pastor, "The Israel of the Alps," 
the Vaudois of Piemont," translated by Montgomery, A.M., 
Glasgow, 1857; E. Eudcrson, D.I)., "The Vaudois, &c.. 
Observations," London, 1858; F. M. "The Israel of the 
Alps: a History of the Waldenses," London, 1863. 
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Beside these works, I have consulted some of the known 
dictionaries and encyclopedias, viz., " Le grand Dictionnaire 
Historique ou Melange curieux de THistoire, sacre et profane," 
par M. Louis Moreri, torn. viii. p. 47-8, a Amsterdam, 1780; 
"Encyclopedie methodique, par une Society de gens de lettres, 
de savans, d'artistes, &c., Histoire," tome cinquieme, Paris, 
1791; ''The Cabinet Cyclopedia," History, by the Rev. 
Henry Stebbing, A.M., vol. ii., London, 1834; "The Ency- 
clopaedia Metropolitana, or Universal Dictionary of Know- 
ledge," vol. xi. ;. " History and Biography," vol. iii., London, 
1845; "The English Cyclopedia," conducted by Charles 
Knight, Biography, vol. v., London, 1857 ; " Dizionario di 
Erudizione Ecclesiastica," del Cav*"' Gaetano Moroni, vol. 
Ixxxvii., Venezia, 1858, p. 212; and "The Popular Ency- 
clopedia, or Conversation Lexicon," new and revised edition, 
vol. vi., London, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, 1862; and other 
dictionaries and biographies. I have also read on the subject 
many writers on Ecclesiastical history, both Catholic and 
Protestant. 

However, before assenting to the statements of the above 
writers, I undertook another and much more troublesome 
labour; namely, that of consulting the principal authors 
quoted by them, and of reading their original works. 
And, as I could not obtain all of them in England, I went to 
» Italy, and was fortunate enough to find them partly in the 
Roman libraries, but principally in the King's library of 
Turin ; where I was allowed, by that learned and courteous 
librarian, Commendatore Proni, to make extracts from some 
authentic, but not yet published, manuscripts bearing upon 
the Waldensian history. 

But what induced me more than anything else to pub- 
lish, not all, but the most clear and imdoubtedly genuine 
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documents so collected, was the precious little work of 
Professor James Henthorn Todd, senior Fellow of Trinity 
College, Dublin, entitled " The Book of the Vaudois : the 
Waldesian Manuscripts,'' London and Cambridge, 1865; and 
the notice given there of the long lost Morland manuscripts, 
lately discovered by Mr. Henry Bradshaw, M.A., Fellow of 
King's College, Cambridge, and librarian of that University. 
Upon my return from Italy, towards the end of last year, 
I was introduced by a friend to Mr. Bradshaw, who kindly 
showed me the Waldensian manuscripts, which, by the same 
acute and fortunate discoverer, are truly called " the oldest 
extant relics of the Vaudois literature," and I must add, 
" the most important documents relating to their history." 

I have thought it necessary to say all these things, to 
show to the learned reader the full reliance which is to be 
placed on the Documents, which I have with some labour ex- 
tracted from the originals, and which 1 now present faith- 
fully to the public in relation to t?ie Origin^ the Persecutmis^ 
and the Doctrines of the Waldenses in the Valleys of Piemont. 

If, from the evidence of the Documents, there should 
follow a conclusion contrary to the assertions of writers till 
now considered of authoritv, I beo^ the reader to bear in 
mind, with the old Christian philosopher and martyr, Justin, 
that " Reason commands those, who are truly good and 
lovers of wisdom, to cultivate and love truth alone, castmg 
aside the opinions of their ancestors, if they are wrong ;" and 
that '' We are not allowed to honour men more than truth."* 



* Pl•a'^'a'ihit ratio ut nu'i vcre pii tt phihtsophi sunt, veruiii unice otbuit tt 
tlUh/aut, reciiSfintes mnjorum opi/iiones sffftii, si piuwce sint (Apologiu I. ad 
Antoninum Pium, § VII.) 

Phis honoris noti est hufHUuhun htnuini fjuain vcritati (A^Mlogia II. pro Cliris- 
tiauin, from SocratoH). 
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I conclude by saying with another glorious martyr, Ire- 
na3us, Bishop of Lyons, " That from me, while writing in a 
tongue very different from my native language, nobody 
must expect graces of style which I have not acquired, or 
force of expressions which I cannot pretend to, nor a choice 
of words and eloquence which I do not possess ; I only wish 
that the Documents which, with a simple translation and 
some not unnecessary remarks and comments, I publish for 
love of truth, be read and accepted in the same spirit." ♦ 

P. Melia. 

14, Gray's Inn Si/uare, 

November 1st, 1869. 



* Non autem requires a nobis qui apud Celtas commoramus , . . orationis 
arteiH quatn non d'uliciinus, n&iue vim conscriptionis qiuim non affectamuSy neque 
or/iaium verborum atque swidelwn quam Jiesdmus, sed simpliciter et vere et idiotice, 
qwn tibi cum dilectione scripta f^unt, cum dilectiont percipkis. (In Priefatione, 
Ad versus Hioresos.) 
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Part the First. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE WALDENSES. 

Section I. 

ADTHORITT OF RICHARD MONK OF CLUKY. 

tET US begin with a document from the Chro- 
nicle of Richard, Monk of Cluny, published by 
Muratori ("Rerum Italicarum Scriptores," toni. 
iii. p. 447, et seq. Mediolani, 1723) from the 
manuscripts of the learned Bernard Guidoni, who lived from 
the year 1260 to the year 1331. Richard flourished about 
1156, according to Martinua Polonus, Valaterranug, and 
Vossius : and Muratori {ihid. ), on the ground of his having 
written, not only the life of Alexander III. who died 1181, 
but also that of Innocent HI., who died 1216, argues that 
Richard must have lived writing at least to the last 
mentioned year. That the lives of the two Popes were 
written, not by Guidoni, but by the monk Richard, is evident 
from the following statement, written in large red letters 
immediately after the two lives : Hue usque Chronica Richardi 
Monachi Cluniacensis proiendilur et terminatur. Now, in the 
life of Alexander, exalted to the Pontifical Chair in 1159, 
there is the following clear account of the origin of the 
Waldenses, written, as we have said, by Richard, a respect- 
able contemporary, and preserved for us by Guidoni, a Bishop, 
compared to the first Fathers of the Church for his prudence, 



learning, and virtues: (Assimilatus. Patribus primitivis) 
(see Muratori, ibid, p. 274). 

"About the year of Our Lord 1170' arose the sect and 
heresy of those who are called Waldenses, or Poor of Lyons. 
The author and founder of them was a citizen of Lyons 
called Waldensia,' from whom his followers received the like 
name. He being a man possessing riches, abandoning every- 
thing, resolved to live a life of poverty, and Evangelical per- 
fection, as the Apostles did. And having caused the Gospels, 
and some other books of the Bible, and several authorities 
of Saints, which he called Summas, to be written for his own 
use in the vernacular tongue ; he reading them often by 
himself, and little understanding them; proud in his own 
conceit, and possessing a little learning; assumed to himself 
and usurped the office of the Apostles : preaching the Gospel 



" Oirea annum Domini mclxx. iiuxepit secia et httrans Hhrum qui dicimtw 
VtUdaMeif seu Pawporet do L^igdamo, cujus aaclor et inventor fmt qvidam 
oiuis Lwjdimenne nomUie VaidetisU, a qiw tedatores e/ua fuervmi talHer 
nommati; qui dvuee rebua exHtit et relictis omnHms, jtropotuil tervare 
pai^ertatem et perfectwnem Evangdkam ticut Ap^toU tervavenmt. Et cvm 
feciiiet libi eonterUn EvoTigelia et aliqwis libroi BiblUe in vulga/ri et nonnviUu 
auciorUatet Sanctorum quaa eimvmaa appeUavit, ea tcepiua tecum legent et 
minua «ana inleHigmu, seniii »vc infiatus cum esBet tnodicum Uteralu*, Afto»- 
tt^cmtm libi qgiciummuTpavH atqitepnetiim^/itjpervicoi et plaleiu Evangelia 



' AstlieauUiDrinenliDiii thcvearllTO u 
ihe beginning of the Bert, tdd otherautho™, 
in ntewl, point out 1160, incl aome hint other 
Jem bcloeen tlietira. nDiluinc others 1180, 
we majMiylhiit those who put the beginning 
of the Waldensian sect in tlie jear 1 160 spnli 
of the fint chuige in Feler Wildenais' life 
from riclies Ui poierty, uid the others, oho 
mark the yeu 1170, Allude to the public 
cpreading of the sect. After irliich time the 
nTsldenses Here restnined or eondemncd 
Dirtnv timet; prineipilly by AleiRnder III. 
in tlie third Council of L«teran, in 1179; by 
John Belleamayna or Belti<n»niLus, Arch- 
bishop of Lyons in 1182 or 1183; by Pope 
Luciuslll.st aCauncll iaVeroni^ iiill84: 
by Innocent III. in tlie twelfth OenemI 
Council, which wu tho fourth LAteran, in 
1215 ; where (in theDecroo Ill.de HseTeticis) 
the Waldenses are described u persona hir- 
ing the ■pi'carsncc, without tlie renlity, of 



godliaesa; anil by Pope Gregory IX. ia 
1236. in aConstitulian iDecret. L. t. Tit. tti. 
de Hierel.), with these words: Breommu- 
nicanms et anatknna'haniit nniFfrmj iaere- 
riccH, Calharos, Paiarinot, Favperef dt Lug- 
dunOf etc. Damnatiipir ireroper Ecctaiam 
Saciiluri jiidiao reliiujtiaMur, onimmfoer- 
sione debita pvnieitdi, 

' P.ter Waldenais. Or Wsldesius, or do 
Vaudia, ory»]do,or Vaudoi* (diffisrent man- 
ner of spelling the same name by dil!erent 
writers), was a citizen of Lyons in bet, 
though horn in a little Tillage near Lyiiii% 
on the Rhone. He had his dwelling-hoiue 
in Lyons near the church of St. Niaiar, in 
a street, which, alter his expulsion, was Called 
Eue Mmdite, till Ihe fourteenth century, 
wlien it was named Rue Vcndrant. (See 
Ouy AUard, " BihI. de Duphini," Chnrler. 
vnl. ii. p. 69, Paradin, p. 127; and Per- 
rieaud's documents, in the Libr. of Lyons.) 



THE WALDEN8E8. 3 

in the streets and in the squares. He caused many men and 
women to become his accomplices in a like presumption: 
whom he sent to preach as his disciples. They being simple 
and illiterate people, traversing the villages and entering 
into the houses, spread everywhere many errors. Called to 
account by the Archbishop of Lyons, John Beles-Mayus, 
they were prohibited by him. But they would not obey, 
offering as a pretext for their folly, that they ought to obey 
not men but God, who commanded the Apostles to preach 
the Gospel to every creature : arrogating to themselves what 
had been said to the Apostles, of whom, by a feigned appear- 
ance of poverty and sanctity, they professed to be followers 
and successors, despising the Clergy and Priests. Thus, from 
the presumptuous usurpation of the office of preaching, they 
became first disobedient, afterwards contumacious, and there- 
fore being excommunicated, were exiled from that country. 
At last, cited to a Council which was held in Rome before 
that of Lateran, they were adjudged contumacious and schis- 
matics. And being dispersed through the provinces, and 
mingling on the borders of Lombardy with other heretics, 
and also imbibing and following their errors, were adjudged 
heretics. V 



pnxdiccmdo ; midtosque homines et midieres ad simUem prcBswnptionem com' 
plices sibi fecit, quos ad jprcedicwndwm icmiquami discipulos emittebat. Qui 
own essent idiotm et iUitercUij per villas discurrentes et domos penetra/ntes, 
fn/ultos errores ci/rcwmquaque diffuderunt ; et vocati ah Archiepiscopo Lug^ 
dtmensi Domino Johatme B eles^Ma/yiis, prohibiti sunt ah eodem; sed obedire 
minvme voluerunt, velamten svjcb vesani^B prcetendentes et dicentes qiiod oporferet 
magis Deo quoum hominibns obedire, qui proecepit Apostolis, omni creatwrm 
Evangelium prcedicao'e ; arrogantes sihi quod Apostolis erat dictum ; quorv/m 
vmitatores et successores, falsa paupertatis professione et jicia sanctitatis 
imagine, se esse profitebantwr ; aspemantes Glericos et Presbyteros, Sic 
ita^ue ex prceswmptuosa usurpatione officii prcedicandi, inobedUntes, deinde 
conhmiaces et exinde excom/municati, ah ilia patria sunt expvlsi; Demum 
vera convocati ad Gonciliu/m quod fuit Bomce ante Lateranense ceLebratwm^ 
fuerunt pertinaces et schismatici jiidicatL Slcque dispersi per provincios, et 
in cof^mbus Loniba/rdioi cum aliis hoereticis se miscentes et eorum errores 
bibentes et sect amies, fuerv/nt hceretici jvdicati* 
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Section II • 

THE VENERABLE F. MONETA'S EVIDENCE. 

IHE second document relating to the Origin of the 
Waldenses is given by Father Moneta, whose 
manuscripts, in the libraries of the Vatican, of 
Bologna, and of Naples, have been published by Thomas 
Augustin Ricchini in Rome, 1743, under the title, " Venera- 
bills Patris Monetce Cremonensis Ordinis Prosdicatorum ad- 
versus Catharos et Waldenses ^ Libri quinque.^^ Father Moneta 
was a professor of philosophy in Bologna in 1218, when, at 
the preaching of the blessed Reginaldus Aurelianensis, he was 
induced to abandon his secular pursuits, and two years after- 
wards gave his name to the Dominican Order. St. Dominic 
appointed him to be his vicar in Milan, and through Insubria ; 
and it is said that the holy foimder died in Bologna in the 
very bed of F. Moneta. F. Moneta's learning, zeal and 
virtues, and chiefly his patience when he became blind, are 
praised by many writers of his time. The year in which he 
wrote his work is clearly stated by him, when (Lib. ni. cap. 
iii. § ii. ), after quoting the saying of our Lord : " I saw 
Satan falling from heaven like a flash of lightning," the 
author continues : " But He (our Lord) did not see the fall 
of Sathan with his human eyes, because it is not more than 
twelve hundred and forty-four years that he was incarnate." 
(In the Vat. MS.), Sed non videbat eum cadentem secundum 
homo^ non enim sunt plusquam 1244 anni quod Ipse /actus est 
homo : from which F. Moneta derives a proof of the eternal 
divinity of our Lord. Now this epoch of 1244 is to be 
marked, both because it gives us the date in which F. Moneta 
wrote his book, and it helps us to understand an important 
part of the following passage (Lib. v. cap. i. § iv. pp. 402, 
403): 

" Having proved that the community of the Catharites is 
not the Church of God, let us prove that the community of 
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the Poor Lyonists is not the Church of God. This appears 
from what is said in the second letter of St. Peter the 
Apostle (chapter ii. 1 and 10): 'Who shall bring in sects 
of perdition, and despise authority.' Secondly, the same 
thing is proved if their Origin is attended to; because it is 
clear that they had their beginning from Waldesiua, a 
citizen of Lyons, who entered on this path not more than 
eighty years ago ; or, if they are more or less, the difference 
of more or less is little.* Consequently, they are not the 
successors of the primitive Church, and of course they are 
not the Church of God. And if they should say that their 
manner of proceeding was before Waldesiua, let them prove it 
with some testimony, which they cannot do. Thirdly, it may 
he demonstrated that their congregation is not the Church of 
God through the remission of sins. . . . You come from 
Waldesius, tell us, from whence did he come?* . . . If they 
say that they came forth from God and from the Apostles 
and from the Gospel, the fact is against them, because God for- 
gives suis through his minister (John xx. 23 ) : 'To whom you 
shall forgive their sins, are forgiven to them.' Therefore, if 
God forgave the sins of Waldesius, He forgave them through 



" OiieTUo gvod vTviveraitat Oalharonim non est Eceleiia Dei, ottendamut 
guod vnivenitas Fa/iyierum Lgonitlanam non est Ecdeaia Dei. Etprobatvr 
per ill'id (2 Petri ii. 1, 10) : Qui iniroducent lecfos perditionU . . domi- 
natkmemqiie eont«rtimtnt. . . . Secundo modo id oii&nditar ti Riorum origo 
attendatuT. Non enim mulfum temporit eit qvod esse ea^erunt, Quoniant 
ncittpaiet a Vaiderio eiva LugdwrtenBi exordivm acceperunt, qui hanc viam 
tnco^t non sunt phtres quarm octoginia anni ; vel si pbtres aut pa/uciores, 
par^im plwes vel patteioras exietmt. Ergo wwi sunt attccetstyres Ecde^Us 
primiUva, ergo non stmt Eoelesia Dei. 8i autem dicant quod sua vita anlo 
ViUdeaivmJmt, ottendtntt lioc aliquo lestimotiio, qvod tninvme facwe possvnt. 
. . . J^erOo per TemassionvM peccatorum ostendi potest quod eorvm oongregatio 
non est Ecdesia Dei . . . Vos vcnistia a Vaidesio ; dicatis unda ipse venitf 
. . . 8i dicomt qwd a Deo venerunt et ab Apostolis atque Evangelio, contra ; 



' Taking SO rrom 1214 we hare the yoftr 
1164, man) or leu. Sow this perTrctlj 
»grees with the document firat quolad, in 
which the Origia of the WnlileDsca ii put 
abmt tkeyear of our Lord 1170. 

* Here the author rt;pciita the fiiblu forgeJ 



b]r the Waldenaos, thit odg of their chiefs, 
Peter, went to the Pope, uid promised to 
bim that the}' would bold to tbe four Docton 
Ambrose, Au^scin, Qregorjr, and Jerome; 
Rnd that the Pope gaie bim tbe office of 
preaching. 
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His minister. But tell me through whom of His ministers 
did God forgive him his sins ? Fourthly, the same is proved 
from the Ecclesiastical Orders, of which they confess that 
there are three at least — Episcopacy, Priesthood, and Dea- 
conship. Without these three Orders the Church of God 
cannot and ought not to exist, as they admit. Let us, then, 
say to them: If the Church of God is not without these 
Orders, and you are without them, it follows that your 
congregation is not the Church of God. If they should 
say that their congregation has Orders, I ask. From whom 
did they receive them? Who, then, is your Bishop? If 
they should name a particular man, I ask again. Who gave 
him the Ordination? If they name some other, I equally 
ask, Who ordained this other? And, so going on, they 
will be obliged to ascend to Waldesius. Next, it is to be 
asked. From whence had he his Orders ? If they answer 
that he had them by himself, it is clear that it is against the 
Apostle, who says (Heb. v. 4): * And no one assumes the 
honour, except him who is called by the Lord, like Aaron.' 
^ . . If, then, Waldesius had the Orders from himself, he 
glorified himself to be a Bishop ; in consequence, he was an 
antichrist, namely, against Christ and his Church. And if 
they should say that Waldesius had his Orders from God 
directly, their assertion cannot be confirmed by any testi- 

Ij)8e non parcit nisi per ministrum ; uiule : * Quorwm remiseritis peccata 
remittuntur eis ' (John xx. 23). Ergo si remisit Valdesioy per ministrmn 
reniisit. Sed die mihi, per quern ministrwni ei remisit ? Qua/rto modo idem 
ostenditur per Ordiiiem Ecclesinstic^imi, quern ipsi ad mirms triplicem confiter^ 
tury scilicet Episcopatumy Presbyteratum et BiaconatwniySine quo triplici orditie 
Ecclesia Dei non potest esse nee debet^ ut ipsi testo/ntur. Dica/mus ergo eis : 
Si Ecclesia Dei non est sine istis ordinibuSy vestra aut^mi generatio sine eis 
esty ergo no7h est Ecclesia Dei, Si autem dicant : Nostra generatio iUos 
hahety qu<jero a quo hob ait ? Quis enim est episcopus vester ? Si diccunty talis 
homo; dicite quis ordinavit cum? Si dicunt : Quidmn; quoero etianty Quis 
istum alium ordinavit / Et sic asceiulendo compellentur usque ad VaZdesiwn 
venire, Postea qwBrendum esty Unde isie or digues hdbuit ? Si dicunt quod a 
seipsOy palam esty si hoc est ; quia contrarius Apostolo sity qui dicit (Heb. v. 
4). Nee quisquam sumit sibi honoreniy sed qui vacatur a Deo tamiqucmi 
Aaron. . . • Valdesius autem si a se Ordinem hahuity clarificavit semetipswm 
ut pontifez fieret. Ipse igitur antichristus fuity idest Christo et Ecclesice ejus 
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mony of Scripture. . . . Some said that Waldesius received 
hia Orders from the community of his brethren. The first 
who said so was one chief of the poor Lombards, called 
Thomas, a perverted doctor, and he endeavoured to prove 
it thus : Every member of his congregation could give 
Waldesius the right of a ruler over himself, and so all the 
congregation could give, and really gave to Waldesius, the 
rights of a ruler over them all ; and thus he was made their 
pontiff and prelate. But ii" that heresiarch had imderstood 
how foolish that reason was, he would not have allowed 
himself to utter those words ; because every Bishop has the 
right of being a ruler, but not every ruler has the right of 
being & Bishop. From the assertion that they could give 
him the office of a ruler, it does not follow that they could 
make him a Bishop. . . . One thing is to confer Orders 
and another to give domination. Orders are given by a 
Bishop only. ... It appears, then, that it is a falsehood 
to say that Waldesius received Orders, aud that he could 
give them to others. He had no Orders, and, consequently, 
you have no Orders, and you cannot be the Church of God, 
in which there are three Orders at least. Perhaps (ibid. 
§ V. p. 407) they might say that their congregation and 
the congregation of the Church of Rome are one, holy and 



contra/nas. 8i dtcwn/ quoniaan a Deo Ordtnem hiibwl immediate; iUud 
mdlo te^iimortio ScrvptuTce ostetidere possunt, Soiendwn autem quod qutdam 
dixorunt qvad Vaideiiat ordinem habuit ab vmversiiate fratnan morwn. 
Eonan atifeTn qtU lioc diitermit aitcior fuit qmdam h/BTetiareha Fauperum 
Lomhardorvm, doctor }>en)er»>tg Thomas ■nomine. Hoc aafam^obivre (aiifcr 
msuaevt: QitilSiBt de iUa conffregatitme potiiit dare Vaidesio jiu ^uiifm^ acUkei 
revere te^mi/m ; et etc iota congregaiio ilia pot-ail conferre et twUidil Valdvtio 
regimen omttium, et tio efeaveratU ilZum omnium porUificem et prmlatum, 8i 
autem horetiareha iile i-nlellexieiet quam faiaum iatud etset, nequaqwvm ez 
ore tvo istvd procedere permUiaiet, Ornnie enim paniificaiua eel regimen, 
led non omne regimen ett poritificatM. Quorwdo ergo lequitur ; potiwnmt 
ei dare regimen etU, ergo pontijicatum. , . . AUud ett eonferre Ordinem, et 
aiiad eonferre regimen; privmrn enim tantwm Episcoporam eat . . . Undo 
pataim est quia fubvloaimi. ett dlcere qvjod Yoidetive Ordinem habuil, et quod 
oKw confarre potuerit. Sic ergo ordine earuit: ergo et vot, ergo non estit 
Bcdetia Dei, qmB in tribue Ordin^me ad m,inus amsittU, (Ibid. § v, p. 407.) 
Forte dicerenl qimd eoruim cortgregatlo et congregalui Bomatio! Eedesiie ett 
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Catholic^ though they are divided into two parts : one part 
malignant, which now is called the Roman Church; one 
part benignant, which is the Walderisian congregation. 
But against this assertion there is the fact that the latter 
(namely, the Waldensian congregation) had no existence 
from the time of Silvester to the time of Waldesius, which 
you cannot disprove. Therefore the Church failed with 
Silvester, and it is shown to be false in the third chapter. . . 
These heretics (chap. iii. § i. p. 412) say that the Church 
of God failed at the time of blessed Silvester . . . and that 
it has been restored in these times by themselves, the first 
of whom Waldesius was. Let us then ask from whence 
they know that the Church failed. And, as they have no 
testimony to confirm it, they will be reduced to silence. 
Let us show {ibid. § ii. p. 413) that the Church of the New 
Testament, from the time of her beginning, did not fail to 
exist: ' The Lord God (Luke i. 32, 33) shall give Him (to 
Jesus Christ) the seat of David His father, • . . and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end.' And Daniel (chap. ii. 44) : 
* In the days of those kingdoms God will raise the kingdom 
of heaven, which shall never be destroyed, and His kingdom 
shall not be delivered up to another people, . . . and itself 
shall stand for ever.' {Ibid. § iii.) * A bad life does not 
take away the power attached to the ministry.' Hence, 



wwij sancta et catholica^ licet dtuB sint ejus panrics : una est pars maligna qucs 
dicitur modo Bomana Ecclesia^ alia benigna qtuB est congregatio Valdensi/um. 
Bed contra. Ilia pars a tempore SUvestri nonfuit usque ad tempus Valdesti^ 
quod tu possis ostendere ; Ergo Ecclesia defecit in SUvestro ; quod fdlsum 
esse oatetiditur in tertio capite. (Ibid. Lib. v. Cap. iii § i p. 412.) Isti 
hoeretici dicuni, Ecclesiami Dei^ tempore heati SUvestri defecisse , ... in 
iemporibus autem istis restituta/m esse per ipsos, quorum, primus fuit Valdesius^ 
Quceramius ergo, wide hahent quod defecerit ? Et cwm inde testimumium non 
habeantj ohmutescent. Ost^ndamius (Ibid. § xi. p. 413) quod Ecclesia Novi 
Testamenti postquami esse coepit, non desierit esse : * Dabit iUi Domin/us Deus 
sedem David patris ejus , . . et regni ejus no7i erit finis (Luc. L 82, 88.). 
In diefms autem regnorum illorum suscitahit Deus coeli regnum, quod in 
cetenium non dissipahitury et regnum ejus alteri populo non tradetur . . . et 
ipsum stdbit in cetemu/m' (Dan. ii. 44). (Ibid. § iii.) Mala vita non 
toUit effectum suum ministerio. Ergo, posito quod Silvester peccamt (which 
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though we should admit that Silvester sinned and became 
wicked (which is false), yet the Church did not fail with 
Silvester. The minister does not lose his Orders for his 
sin. 'Many (Matt, vii, 22) will say to me in that day: 
Lord, Lord, have not we prophesied in Thy name, and cast 
out devils in Thy name, and done many miracles in Thy 
name?' They did so, not in virtue of their lives, but in 
virtue of their ministry." 



Section III. 

F. STEVAN BOBBONE DE BELLAVILLA's TESTIMONY. 

aE take the thii-d document from the writings of 
F. Stevan de Borboue, called also De Bellavilla, 
from the name of a castle in Burgundy, where he 
was born, towards the end of the twelfth century. After 
finishmg his studies in Paris he entered into the Order of 
St. Dominic, and about 1228 he was already preaching in 
Lyons, and in many other places; and also on the Alps. 
Famous for his virtuous life, his zeal and learning, he, 
during the fourth of a century, discharged the office of a 
defender of the faith in Clairmont and in Lyons. He wrote 
a great volume on the Gifts of the Holy Ghost, and ended 
his life in Lyons in the year 1261. {See Quetif and Echard, 
" Scriptorea Ordinum Pracdicatorum," vol. i. Lutetiaj 
Parisiorum, 1719, sac. xiii. p. 184 et seq.) Before giving 
BellavUla's document on the Origin of the Waldcnses, it 
will not be useless to state a few particulars related by him 
in the above -mentioned work bearing on our argument. He 
says that he heard (Sorb. MS. fol. 391) from a man, who 



ia denied by the author afterwa/rdt), et malug faatue fuerit, non tamen deficit 
EeUetia in SUvestro. Ergo non amitlitur (ordo) per peecatum. 'Midti 
dieeattnihi iaUladie: Sottiine,Domine: notftteinTumiinehioprophetavimiut, 
et i» nomine tuo d^emonia ejecimus et in nomine iuo virtiitet mullae fecimta 
(Uatth.. vii. 22.) p Nonper vitam eed per tnirtisterium." 
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assured him that he was present on the occasion, that in a 
town of Lombardy there were seven chiefs of different sects, 
opposed to each other, who, at a meeting held by them, tried 
each one to establish his own doctrine, and to show the false- 
hood of the others ; and that everyone concluded his speech 
by excommunicating everybody else, if they should propose 
or accept anything contrary to his belief. He also relates 
that in the town called Joinville {super Sagonam in DuBcesi 
Bisuntinensi {Bisanzon) appeared a man in disguise, who, 
being summoned before a magistrate and obliged to give an 
account of himself, admitted that for eighteen years he had 
been absent from the place in order to study in Milan the 
tenets of the Waldensian sect; that there were seventeen 
sects, everyone contrary to the others, which sects were also 
condemned by those of his sect (and he gave the names of 
them all) ; and that he was of the sect of those called the 
Poor of Lt/ons, who also call themselves Poor of Spirit, who, 
from the name of their chief, are called WcddenseSy who, 
amongst other errors, condemn every person possessing 
earthly goods. Prima^ de qua ipse erat^ dicebantur Pauperes 
de Lagduno^ qui se etiam vocant Pauperes Spiritu, qui dicuniwf 
Valdenses a sua hceresiarcha^ qui cum aliis erroribus suis 
damnant omnes terrena possidentes (L. C.) • But let us hear 
on the subject F. Steven Borbone de Bellavilla in the thirty- 
first chapter of his work already quoted. 

" Fourthly, we ought to speak of the heretics of our time, 
namely of the Waldenses, whence they had their beginning, 
and from whom and why and how they are so called. From 
the author of this heresy named Waldensis, they are called 
Waldenses. They are also called Poor of Lyons, because 
they began to profess poverty there. They call themselves 



^^Qucvrto dicendwn est ds hoereticis nostri temporis scilicet WcUdensibtis . • . 
unde ortum hcdnteruntj et unde et quare et quomodo a^ppeUentwr, Wcddcnses 
autem dicti sunt a primo hujus hoeresis amctore qui nominatus fuU Waldensis* 
Dicuntur eticum P<mperes de Lugdumo^ quia Qn incoepetunt in professione 
paupertadis, Vocant a/iUem se " Pauperes Spiritu,** propter quod Dominus 
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Poor of Spirit, because our Lord said (Matt, v.) * Blessed 
are the poor of spirit/ Truly poor in their spirit, without 
any spiritual good and without the Holy Ghost. That sect 
took its origin in the following way, as I have been told by 
many who knew their elders, and by that Priest who was 
much respected and rich in the town of Lyons, and was a 
friend of our brethren, Bernard Ydros by name, who, when 
he was young and a transcriber,* wrote for money for the 
said Waldensis the first books possessed by the Waldenses 
in the old Proven9al language. The translator, imder whose 
dictation the books were written, was Steven de Ansa (or 
de Emsa, MS. Rotom. ), whom I have often seen. He after- 
wards obtained an Ecclesiastical benefice in the Cathedral 
of Lyons, and falling from the roof of a house, which he was ^ 
building, he was suddenly killed. ^' A rich man in the said 
town, called Waldensis, hearing the Gospels, and having a J 
little learning, desirous to know their contents, made a bar- 
gain with these Priests, that the one should translate the 
Gospels into the vernacular language, and the other should 
write under the dictation of the first. They did so ; and with 
the Gospels they also translated many other books of the Bible, 
and many authorities of Saints imited under titles which they 



dicit (Matt, v.) ' Beati pa/u^eres spirituJ' Et vere pcbuperes in spiritu 
a 9pvntualibu8 bonis et a Spiritu Souncto, Inccepit cmtem iUa secta per himc 
modtmhy secundum quod ego a plunbvs qui priores eorwm videnmt, et a 
Sacerdote iUo qui satis honoratus erat et dives in civitate LiLgdu/nensiy et 
amicus fratrum nostrorwniy qui dictus fait Bemardus Ydros : quij cwm esset 
juvenis et scriptor^ scripsit dicto WaJdensi priores libros pro pecunia in 
Boma/no quos ipsi hahuerunt, transfereiUe et dictante ei 8tepha/no de Ansa 
(Ood, Botomag, de Emsa)^ qui postea heneficiatus in Ecclesia majore 
Lugdunensi (God, Botom, promotus est in Sacerdotem e<), de solanrio domus 
qua/m cedificdbat corruens, morte subita vita/m finivity quein ego ixidi scepe, 
Quidomi dives rebus in dicta urbe dictus Waldensis a/udiens Evangelia^ cwn 
nan esset multum litteratus^ cv/riosus intelligere quid dicerent, fecit pactumt 
cum dictis sacerdotibus, alteri ut tra/nsferet ei in vulgaris alteri ut soriberet 
quos Ule dictaret : quod fecerunt. Similiter midtos libros BiblicBy et auctori' 
iates Sanctorum mvltas per titidos con-gregatasy quas Sententias appellahant. 



* In that age, in which the art of printing was unknown, it was a reapected and usefbl 
profcisicm to be a good transcriber. 



12 THE ORIGIN OF 

called Sentences. Now the same citizen, often reading those 
writings and learning them by heart, resolved to keep Evan- 
gelical perfection as the Apostles did. He sold every thing 
he had, and through contempt of this world threw his money 
into the streets to the poor : and preaching the Gospels and 
what he had learned by heart, presumptuously assumed the 
oflBice of the Apostles. So he succeeded in gathering to- 
gether men and women: and teaching them the Gospels, 
induced them to do the same : and though they were of a 
very low state and profession, he sent them to preach 
through the surrounding villages. They, men and women, 
silly and illiterate, going here and there through the country, 
entering into the houses, and^ preaching in the squares and 
also in the Churches, induced others to do the same. But 
as by their temerity and ignorance, they spread many errors 
and scandals all aroimd, they were called to account by the 
Bishop of Lyons, named John, who commanded them not to 
dare to explain the Scriptures nor to preach any more. 
They defended themselves with the answer of the Apostles 
(Act. V.) ; and their master assuming to himself the ministry 
of St. Peter, answered, as St. Peter did to the chief Priests : 
It 18 necessary to obey God rather than men : God commanded 
the Apostles to preach the Gospel to every creature. As if our 



QtuB cum dictua civis acBfpe legeret et corde tetvua firmaretj propomit serva/re 
perfectwnem Evangelicam^ ut Apostoli servavera/iiL Qui rebus suis omnibus 
venditis, in coniemptu/m mundi^ per lufum pauperxbus pecuniam sucum pro- 
jiciebat ; et offidum Apostolorum usurpavit et prcesumpsit ; Evangelia et ea 
quoB corde retinuerat 2>cr vicos et plateas prcedicandoy mvltos Jiomines et 
fnulieres ad idem faciendum ad se convocando, firmans eis Eva/ngelia^ Quos 
etiam per villas circumjacentes mittebai ad proedicamdum vilissimorum 
quorumcumque officiorum. Qui etiami tam% homines quam mulieres idiotce et 
ilUterati per villas discurrentes et domes penetrantes et in plateis prcedicantes 
et etia/m in Ecclesiis, ad idem alios provocahant. Gwm autem ex temeritate 
sua et ignorantia mvltos errores et scatulcJa ciroitmquaque diffunderent vocati 
ah episcopo Lurjdunensi^ qui Joannes vocahatur^ prohibuit eis ne intromitte* 
rent se de Scripturis erponendis vel prcedicandis, Ipsi autem recurrentes 
et responsiancm Apostolorum (Act, y.) et magister eorMm usurpans Petri 
ojficium ; siciU ipse respondit prificipibits sacerdotum ; ait ; Obedire oportet 
magis Deo qua/m hominibits qui proiceperai Apostolis, prcedica/re Evangelvum 
omni creadurcB (Marci in fine). Quasi hoc di^isset Vominus eis quod dixerai 
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Lord had said to them what he said to the Apostles ; who 
notwithstanding did not dare to preach till they received 
virtue from on High, till they were gifted with perfect wis- 
dom, and hod the gift of speaking every language. They 
then, namely Waldensis and hia followers, through pre^ 
sumption and the assumption of the otfice of the Apostles, 
became at first disobedient, afterwards obstinate, and finally 
were excommunicated. Exiled from that place they were 
then cited to appear at the Council, which was held in Rome 
before the Lateran. As they were obstinate, they were ad- 
judged schismatic. Afterwards mixing with other heretics, 
and imbibing and spreading their errors in the land of Pro- 
vence and in Lorabardy, they were pronounced heretics. 
They are hostile and noxious to the Church in the highest 
degree, tiiey spread everywhere, appearing to have holiness 
and faith without professing its truth ; so much more dan- 
gerous because they are concealed, because they cunningly 
disguise themselves in different ways and disguises. • It 
happened sometimes that one of their chiefs was imprisoned, 
who had in his possession many means of fictions disguises, 
with which he assumed different forms like Protheus. If 
he was persecuted as wearing a particular form of dress, and 
it was reported to him, he appeared transformed. Now he 
had a dress and the usual attire of a pilgrim, now he had 



A.poslolit ; qui lamen prcediGOO'e nc/i prrEBump/erunt, laqueqtto iikfu/i virtuie 
KB aito faertitU, Viqueqao perfeclUiime et plenissime tcientid perlaetrati 
fuernnt, et dorvum Ungua/rimt omnium siweapentni. li ergo, Walden»i* 
enUeet et ttii, prima ex pr-etumpHone et officii Apostolici nswrpatittne, ceei- 
dertml tn iTiobedientieMn, derrmm in contuntaeiwoi, demwn in exeomtmmica- 
tionit $ententiam. Post eiepvlti ah ill^i terra, ad eoncUiwn quadfiUt BoTnee 
ante Laieransnte vocali ei perlinacn*, fuervxt sehiwmatici pogtea jitdicati. 
Pottea in Provitiwe terra, et Lombao'diaB «*»» aliis heeraliois sa admiscentee, 
et errorem eoru/m bibentet et sorentee hceretiai tunt judleaU. Eeelegiee infet- 
tiaiimi et perieulositgimi, ubtqtte diicurrenies, epeciem tanctitatis et fidei }>ns' 
ivnientet, vantaterA aatetn e/us nort hcAentes; tanla perieulogiore» quanta 
OceuUimea, »e euh divmrsis hominum liaJntibue ei ari^iie trantfigvrantes. 
AUqtumdo quidammtuei'muB inter eo» fv.it capUitqui eeHMmferdtai-nwliorvm 
art^iciorum indioia, in ywB qtuui Proieue le tratig/tguraial. Si qtusreretur 
in tma simiUtudiite et ei innoteecarel, in cdiwm ee Iransmutahal. Aliqtiando 
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the stick and the iron of a penitent man ; now he had the 
fictitious habit of a shoemaker, now of a barber, now of a 
mower, &c. The others are doing the same. This sect 
began in the year of our Lord 1170, or (as it is in MS. Rotom. ) 
1180^ under John Bolesmanis or Belesmanis, Archbishop of 
Lyons." 



Section IV. 
ABBOT Bernard's evidence. 




URTHER evidence relating to the time in which 
the Waldenses made their first appearance, is 
given to us by an old Abbot who had his title 
from the Abbey called Chaud Foimtain (Fontis Calidi). His 
manuscripts were published by Jacob Gretzer, S. J. and are 
printed in the Great Library of the Fathers (" Bibliotheca 
Veterum Patrum," &c. vol. xxv. p. 1585, et seq. Lugduni, 
1677). It is supposed that he wrote his book towards 
the end of the twelfth century. His work bears this title, 
" Bemardus Abbas Fontis Calidi adversus Valdensium sec- 
tam." In twelve chapters he relates and confutes the errors 
for which the Waldenses were condemned by Bernard Arch- 
bishop of Narbonne after a discussion which took place under 
the presidency of Raymimdus de Deventria a Priest of high 

ferehat Juibiium et si^rmcula peregrini, aliqiuMido bdcidcum pdenitentia/rii et 
ferram^nta^ aliquando aefingebai suiorem^ cHiqua/ndo barhitonsoreniy aliqua/ndo 
messorem ac alii similiter idem faciunt,** ^^Inccepit autem Jujbc secta ab 
incamcUione Domini mclxx svh Joanne dicta Bolesmanis Archiepiscapo 
Lugdunensi (in Cod. Rotom, mglxxx svb Jownne dicto Belesm^cmis), ^c. 



* John Belesmaniii, or De Bellismanibus, 
being Bishop of Poitiers in the year 1181, 
was elected Archbishop of Narbonne. How- 
erer, wlien he went to Rome to obtain the 
sanction of the Pope, the clergy of Lyons 
chose him to be their Archbishop and Primate. 
Pope Lucius IIL, newly raided to the Pope- 
dom, confirmed this second election in the 
year 1182, and made him Legate of the 
Apostolical Chair in the kingdom of France. 



John, in 1196, renounced spontaneously his 
seat, and retired to the monastery of Clair 
Valle, Ubi uaque ad mortem cum maxima 
pietate et doctrina peraeveravU, (See 
"Gallia Christiana,'' toI. It. p. 130, et seq. 
Paris, 1728). From this notice it appears 
that Bellesmanis could not pronounce, in 
Lyons, his sentence against the Waldenses 
before the year 1182 or 1183. 
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respectability. He, after having heard the allegations of the 
two parties, gave his final sentence in writing and pronounced 
the Waldenses to be heretics, under the heads of which 
they were accused. Avditis igitur partium alle<fationibus^ 
prafatus jitdex per acriptiim dejinitivam dedit aententiam, et 
fuereticos esse, in capitidii de quihus accitsati fuerant, pronun- 
ciavit (ibid.). In reading his statement it will be observed 
that he, having called the Waldenaes by the name by which 
they were called by all contemporaries who wrote m Latin, 
he assumes the liberty of deriving its signification from a 
dense valley a valle densa, in order to have an opportunity 
of making a moral allusion to their errors. The same obser- 
vation is applicable to Eberardus Flandrensisof Betunia (an- 
other author of the same century) who in the xxvth chapter 
of his book, entitled " Antihsereseos," says that they called 
themselves Vailefiscs eo quod iji v(dle lacrymarum maneant (see 
Bibl. PP. L. C. p. 1525). And as we have here related 
the mystical etymology given to the name Waldensis by 
these writers, let us bear in mind what is stated by the best 
historians about the surname of Peter the wealthy merchant 
of Lyons (see " Helyot, Histoire Complete des Ordres 
Monastiques," vol. ii. p. 283, et seq. Guingamp. 1839). 
He was a native of a village called Vaud or A''aux in Dau- 
phiny, on the river Rh&ne near Lyons. Thence in his lan- 
guage he was called Peter de Vaud or Vaudois, and his fol- 
lowers are equally called Vaudois in the vernacular language 
from the name of their founder ; and from thence most of the 
Latin writers gave to Peter the name of Valdensis from the 
Latin name of his native place, Vtddum, and to his partisans 
that of Valdenses, changing the original "m" of Vaud into 
"f," and giving to the word the Latin termination " e?isis." 
It is not surprising then that the two above-mentioned 
writers, dividing the name Valdensis into two parts Val and 
denais, and adding two letters to the first part, and changing 
is into a at the end of the second, in order to moralize on 
the supposed etymology of the name, took the liberty of 
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deriving it from Voile densa. Yet it must be confessed that 
this derivation is only a fantastical one. Let us see now and 
mark well the expressions of the Abbot on our subject. 
They are short and conclusive. 

" Pope Lucius,' of happy memory, was the president of 
the Holy Roman Church, when new heretics suddenly raised 
their heads. As if it were a presage of future events, they 
were called Waldenses, namely, from a dense valley, because 
they are enveloped in the deep and dense darkness of errors. 
Though condemned by the said Pontiff,® with their rash 
daring, they spread throughout the earth the poison of their 
perfidiousness." 



Section V. 

REINERIUS SACCO'S STATEMENT. 

)HE fifth document is from Reinerius Sacco, of 
whom Quetif and Echard, in their able work 
on the Dominican writers ("Scriptores Ordinis 
PraBdicatorum." LutetiaB Parisior. 1719), say, according to 
Leander (fol. 148) and Antony Senensis (in Bibl. Dom.), 
that he was born in that part of upper Italy called Gallia 
Togata, in the town of Piacenza; that he was at first, for 
seventeen years, a chief and bishop of heretics, and caused 




" SancUs Romance EccUsub prcesidente Domino Lucio indiUe recordatioms^ 
ndfito extulerunt caput novi hceretici, qui quodam prcsaagio futurorum died sunt 
Valdensea, nimirum a valle densa, eo quod profundis et densis errorum tenebris 
involvantur. Hi quamvis a prcefato PorUifice condemnaiiy virus suoe perfitUce longe 
latequeper orbem temerario ausu evomuerunt" (Id ib. in Prasf,). 



^ Pope Ludos III. sat on the PontiBcal 
Chair from 28 August, 1181, to 23 No- 
Tember, 1185. 

' The Waldenses were condemned, in fact, 
by Pope Lucius III., at a Council held in 
Verona, in the presence of many Bishops 
and of the Emperor Frederick, in the year 
1184, with these words: "By Apostolical 
Authority, and by means of this Consti- 
tution, we do condemn every heresy, what- 
ever name it bears, and principally the 



Catharites and the Pathcrines, and those 
who, with a wrong name, call themselres, 
with deception, the Humbied or the Poor tf 
Lyons *^ Omnem haresim quocumque xo- 
mine cefueatur per hujuM ConatituHonia 
geriem Auctoritate Apostoiica condemnamus. 
In primia ergo Catharoi et Patherinoa, et eoa 
qui ae Humiliatoa vd Pauperea de Lugduno 
fidao nomine mentiunturii (Sacr. Concil. 
Nova, et A. Collectio, tAn. xzii. Venetiis, 
1778.) 
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a great many evils to the Catholic faith in the province of 
Emilia; but that, after his conversion, having entered the 
Dominican Order, he defended, during the remainder of his 
life, the revealed doctrine against the false principles of the 
heretics with all his might, and wrote a book to the same 
purpose. According to the same Dominican writers, besides 
the manuscript published by Jacob Gretzer (" Ingolstadii," 
1614, in 4to.), and reprinted in the " Library of the Fathers" 
( " Bibliotheca Patrum," tom. xxv. p. 262 et seq. Lugduni, 
1677), there are two other manuscripts of the same work 
of Reinerius. One of them existed in their Convent at 
Rouen, and was afterwards brouofht to Paris; the other 
in the library of Trinity College, Dublin (t. ii. p. ii. 273, 
133), both on parchment.* These last two manuscripts are 
nearly identical ; but .Gretzer's differs from them both in 
the order of the chapters and in the disposition and ex- 
pressions of some sentences, though it is admitted that this 
also is a genuine work of the same author, excepting the 
German words interpolated here and there in the text by the 
German publisher ; and, we may add, excepting the mistakes 
generally unavoidable when the manuscripts are very badly 
Avritten and incorrect, as Gretzer confesses is the case with 
his text. Hear him in his preface (L. C): ^^Reinerii Com- 
mentarium ex papyraceo quodam codice admodum vitiose exarato 
exscribendum curavimus. . . . Utinam codex emendatior et 
emaculatior obtigisset I And, in fact, the title of the book 
in Gretzer's publication, " Reinerii Ordinis Praedicatorum 
contra Valdenses Haereticos Liber," does not comprehend 
the argument of the author, as the greater part of the work 



• The title of the work there is : Summa LeonisUt sive Pavperes de Lugduno, quorum 

Fr. Reinerii de Ordine FrcUrum Pr^tdicO' opiniones prmsenn pagina annotanhir In 

torum, De Catharis et Leonistis, sive PaU' the same two manuscripts in the fifth chapter, 

peribus de Lugduno. The preface is : In De Falsa Pamitentia Catharorum, the lui- 

nomine D, N. J, C, cum secta h<Breti' thor states what he was: l^o autem F, 

corum olim fuerint multcB qu<B omnino fere Reinerius olim hctresiarcha, nvnc Dei gratia 

destruct<e sunt per gratiam J, C. tamen Sacerdos licet indignus^ etc., dico indvbi" 

duo principales modo inveniuntur, quorum tanter^ quod in annis X VII, quibus convert 

altera vocafur Cathari sive Pat-erini^ et altera satus sum atm eis, etc, 

C 
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is against the Catharites. So it is with the title of the 
fourth chapter, " De Sectis Antiquorum Hsereticorum," which 
does not agree with all the names subjoined there, as there 
is a mixture of old and new heresies. The same Gretzer, in 
a long catalogue of various readings (Bibl Patr., ibid. p. 
264), makes this addition to chapter iv. : ^^ Prceter sectas 
Manichceojnim et Patherinorum quce occupant Lombardiam^ 
et prceter sectas Orilibariorum^ Runcariorum^^^ &c. ; and, line 61 
of the said page, chapter v., at the words ^'Eorum et rancor^*^ 
is said instead, ^^ Eorum et Runcarii.^^ So, again, in chapter 
Ti. {ibid. p« 269), amongst the Catharites a certain Joannes 
de Lugduno is named; yet, in the two other MSS. above- 
mentioned, this John is more than once called de Lugio: 
^^De propriis opinionibus Joannis de Lugio ; dictus Joannes de 
Lugio hceresiarchaj^ &c. I mention this in order to show the 
learned reader that, since the Gretzerian text is so corrupt, 
although under the title " De Sectis Antiquorum Hsereti- 
corum " there may be found some mention of the Poor of 
Lyons, that is no proof of their being of a greater antiquity 
than appears from the evidence of all other documents; 
and also from the following Chapter V. of the same text 
of Gretzer. Perhaps the adjective antiqu/yrum is also a 
mistake. 

Before reading the document, observe that in the fourth 
chapter of Gretzer's MS. there are the following expressions : 
^' Amongst all these sects which now are, or have been, there 
is none more dangerous to the Church than that of the 
Leonists, and this for three reasons. First, because it has 
lasted longer ; some people say that it has endured from the 
time of Silvester, and some say from the time of the 
Apostles." ^^ Inter omnes has sectas quce adhuc sunt vel ^ 
/uerunt^ 7ion est pernidosior Ecclesice quam Leonistarum^ et hoc 
tribus de causis. Prima est quia diuturnior; aliqui enim 
dicunt quod duraverit a tempore SUvestn; aliqui a tempore :'\ 
Apostoloruni'' I am fully persuaded that nobody will 
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agree with those writers/^ who, on the strength of the pas- 
sage quoted, endeavour to establish the pretended antiquity 
of the Waldenses. First, because the author simply relates 
here what some people say, aliqui dicunt^ without giving any 
approval to that assertion. Secondly, because in the next 
chapter, in which Reinerius speaks for himself, he gives a 
downright denial to that opinion, as we shall presently see. 
The time at which the document was written is given at the 
end of the manuscripts mentioned by Echard (L. €•) : " The 
above work was faithfully completed by the said brother 
Reinerius, the year of our Lord twelve hundred and fifty." 
** A.D. MCCL. compUatum eat fideliter per dictum Reinerium opus 
superius annotatum.^^ 

" Chapter V. * Of the Sects of Modern Heretics ' (Bibl. 
Patr. L. C, p, 264). Observe that the sect of the Poor of 
Lyons, who also are called Leonists, had its origin after 
this manner: The principal citizens in Lyons being as- 
sembled, it happened that one of their number died sud- 
denly" in their presence. By this event one of them was 
so much frightened that he immediately gave a great 
amount of money to the poor; in consequence of which a 
great multitude of poor gathered around him, and he taught 
them to observe voluntary poverty, and to be followers of 
Christ and of the Apostles. And, as he was to some extent 
learned, he made them acquainted with the New Testament 

Cfujq), V. — De sectis modemorum hm^etlcorum, Nota quod secta Pauperum de 
LugdunOf qui etiam LeomstcB (Ucuniury tali modo orta est. Cum cives majores 
pariter essent in Lugduno, cofUigit qukhim ex eis mori subito coram ds, Unde 
qmdam inter eos tantum fuit territus quod statim magnum thesaurum pauperibus 
erogavit ; et ex hoc maxima muU'Uudo pauperum ad eum coi^uxit ; quo8 ipse docuit 
habere voluntariam paupertatem, et esse imitatores Christi et Apostolorum. Cum 
autem esaet aliquantulam liUeratus, Novi Testamenti textum docuit eos vtdgariter. 



*• MoHand,*"The History of the Eran- " Rubys, in his "Histoire de Lyon," 

gelical Church of the Valleys of Piemont," confirms this statement, sayings (p^g^ 268) 

London, 1668, page 28 ; John Leger, ** His- that Peter Valdo homme grand riche, le qual 

toire des Eglises Evangeliqucs de Piemont," estant uno soir sur sa porte avec sea roisins 

Amsterdam, 1680, pages 15, 125, 169 ; and pur prander le fraiz . . . un de la troupiio 

a score of their imitators, copyists, and fol- tumba sudain raide mort sur la place, etc, 
lowers. 
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in their vernacular language." (Supply here what we know 
from other contemporaries, that Peter had the Gospels trans- 
lated by the two Priests Bernard Ydros and Steven de Ansa, 
and that he and his followers went about preaching and 
spreading errors.) " Being reproved for this act of temerity, 
he treated the admonition with contempt, and obstinately 
continued teaching, saying to his disciples that the Clergy, 
living a wicked life, envied their holy life and doctrine. 
The Pope then pronounced a sentence of excommunication 
against them, but they stubbornly disregarded it. And 
thus, to the present time, in every way they go on with 
their doctrine and with their rancour." 



Section VI. 




PETER DE PILICHDORFF's AUTHORITY. 



ETER DE PILICHDORFF, S.T.P., wrote his 
book against the Waldenses at the end of the four- 
teenth century, as appears from the thirtieth chap- 
ter of his treatise, where he says, that it was then the year of 
our Lord thirteen hundred and ninety-five : " Jam sicut scri- 
hitur anno Domini mcccxcv." There are three manuscripts 
of his work. The first" is entitled, " Oblationes contra Haere- 
ticos Valdensiura." The second, ^^ " Obviationes SacraB Scrip- 
turse contra Errores Baldenses." The third*^ has the full 
title, "Petri de Pilichdorf Sacrae Theologiai Professoris 
contra Haeresim Valdensium Tractatus." (See Bibl. Patr. 
torn. XXV. p. 277, et seq.) John Leger, in his "Histoire 



Pro qua tetneritate cum fumet reprehensus, contempsit et ccepit insistere doctrinas 
aufT^ dicens dmnpuUs suis, quod Clems, quando make vitce esset, invideret sanctcB 
vitce ipsorum et doctrine. Cum autem Papa excommunicationis sententiam tvlisset 
in ef>s, ptrtinaciter contempserunt. Et sic usque hodie in omnibus terminis Hits 
prtpficit doctiina ipsorum et rancor. 



" I)icwnili« MS. »> NiVolRinus MS. * Topeiwnsis MS. 
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Geaerale des Eglises Evangeliques de Piemont," at pages 20 
and 175, and many other writers on the Waldenses, quote a 
passage from a fragment of Pilichdorflf detached from its 
context, in order to confirm by it the fabulous antiquity of 
the Waldenses ; as the same Leger and some of his followers 
are in the habit of doing with the authorities of several old 
writers on the same subject. The time at which the Wal- 
densian sect began is already undoubtedly proved by the 
contemporaries in the first five articles, and in the fourteenth 
article of this part will be established by an unanswerable 
evidence from the ancient Waldensian manuscripts. I shall, 
however, state here and in the next sections some of the 
principal passages unfaithfully quoted by Morland, Leger 
and their followers, to show that the historical truth is 
actually confirmed by the authority of these very writers, 
who, either through ignorance or malice, have been too often 
quoted against it. Let us first read the whole text of 
the Pilichdorflf fragment as it is printed. (" Bibl. Patr." L. C. 
p. 300). 

" If the Waldenses should say that they are sent, let them 
bring forward some proof of their mission, and say if they 
have been sent by God or by any man. They are not sent by 
God, because, in order to prove their mission, they say ^* that 
a companion of Silvester in the time of Constantine would 
not consent that the Church be enriched in those times, and 
that he for this reason separated from Silvester, keeping the 
path of poverty; and that the Church remained with him 
and his followers who lived in poverty ; and that Silvester 
and his followers apostatized from the Church. Again, they 



Si Valdenses dicant se missos, dicant 8it€B mimonis testimonium, et an sint missi 
a Deo vtl ab homine. Non a Deo ; qui pro sua: missionis initto (alibi indido) dicunt 
quod aocius Silvestn, tempore Constantini, noluit consentire quod Ecdesia Constan- 
tini temporiinis ditaretur : et ex hoc a Silvestro recemt, viam pavpertatis tenendo : 
apud quern et'uim, suis adhcerentibus in paupertate de(jentibus, Ecclma permansit ; 
et S'Uvestrum cum sibi adluerentibus ab Ecclesim dicit cecidisse. Item quod post 



'* Mark this well, ** they say.'* 
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say that three" (say eight)'^* hundred years after Constan- 
tine some one came out from the country of Waldis," called 
Peter, who equally taught the path of poverty, from whence 
the Waldensian sect sprung up. But what kind of wonder- 
ful signs are there to give testimony to these assertions? 
While on the contrary, the most famous actions and wonders 
of Silvester are known throughout the world." (Bibl. Patr. 
L. C. p. 278.) 

Chapter the First. " The birth and Origin of the Wal- 
densian heretics is this. Notwithstanding that the sons of 
iniquity are spreading falsehoods among simple people, 
saying that their sect lasted from the time of Pope Silvester, 
namely, when the Church began to have possessions of her 
own. The heretics think that this is not lawful, as the 
Apostles of Christ were commanded to live without any 
possession of their own. ^ Do not possess gold or silver,' &c. 
The Church answers, that the same Lord Jesus Christ who 
whilst in his mortal body said so to his Disciples, yet at the 
time of his going out and parting from them, he said (Luke 
xxii.), ' But now he that has a purse, let him take it, and like- 
wise a scrip.' What he forbade at first, he did allow them after- 
wards. It is therefore allowed to the Prelates of the Church 
to have possessions of their own to defend the Church, &c. 

annos^^ trece/ttos a Constantino surrexU quicUwi e regione Waldis Petrus nominatus, 
qui similiter viwn paupertatis ilocuit, a quibvs secta Waldensis est arta, Sed quos 
signa virtvtum prcedictis perhibent testimonium f cum tamen facta celeberrima et 
miracula J^vesifi totum mundum nan Uituentnt, 

Cktput 1 . — Ortus et origo hcereticorum Waldensium talis est. Licet iniqtiitatis 
fifii coratn simjdicibus mentiantur dicenteSy sectam eorum durasse a temportbus 
SUvestri Papa^, quamlo videlicet EfX'iesia ccrpit Iiabere propnas possessiones. Hoc 
h(presi(n%'luc reputant non Ucere, cum Apostoli Christi sine propriojussi sitU vivere, 
(Matth. X.): Nolite possidere avrum neque argent um, etc, Respondet Ecclesia, 
quod idtin Dominus Jesus Christus, qui (piamdiu mansit in corpore mortali dixit ad 
discipulos verbum pr(^nissum; ipse tempore recessus et separationis ab eis dixit 
(Lucas xxii.) : Sed nunc qui lutbet sacculum tollat similiter et pci\im. Quod prius 
prohibuit, postea concessit. Ideo licet Ptwlatis Ecclesiasticis Iiabere proprium ad 



'* Tliis three is a mistake of the tran- densian maDUFcripts. 
iM'ribcT. It must be eiyht hundred yearSf as '^ Vaud or Vaiix, in TiAtin Valdum, by tbe 

the same author snys, in the next imssage, Khune, near livons. 
and we sball see it also statKl in the Wal- 
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Then they (the Waldenses) state a falsehood when they say 
that their sect lasted from the time of Pope Silvester. 
Wherefore, it is to be marked, that about eight hundred years 
after Pope Silvester, at the time of Innocent 11.,^® in the 
town of Walden, which is situated on the frontier of France, 
there was a certain rich citizen, who either read himself, or 
heard that the Lord said to a youth ( Matth. xix. ), ' If thou 
wilt be perfect, go sell what thou hast, and give it to the 
poor/ And as he went away sad, because he was rich and 
possessing much property, the Lord said, that ' A rich man 
shall hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.' And again, 
* It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.' 
And after a few words, Peter said to the Lord, ^ Behold, we 
have left all things and have followed thee.' Hearing or 
reading this passage of Scripture, that Peter Waldensig 
taught that the Apostolic life was no more on earth, and 
resolved to renew it; and selling everything he had and 
giving it to the poor, began to lead a life of poverty. Some 
other persons seeing this, were touched in their hearts, and 

did the same Having been a length of time m 

poverty, they began to consider that the Apostles were not 



defendendctm EccUdam^ ^. . . . MentiuiUur ergo quod ex tempore Silvestri Papce 
secta eorum duravent, Unde notandum est^^ quod fere octingentis amiis post 
PapoM SUvestrumj tempore Innocent'd Papce II,, in dvitaie Wcdden, quce infinibus 
FrancMB ska est, fuU quidam ewis dives, qui vel ipse legit vel audivU Daminum 
dixisst cuidam adolescenti (Matth. xix.) : Si lis perfectus esse, vade, vende omnia 
quce habes et da paupeiibus, Et cum Hie tristis abiisset, eo quod dives fuerat multas 
possesdones habens, dixit Dominus : Quia dives difficile intrabit in regnum caelorum, 
Et tterum : MuUo facUius est camelum per foramen acus transire quam divitem 
iatrare in regnum coelorum. Et post pauca dixit Petrus Domino: Ecce nos 
reliquimus omnia et secuti sumus te. Putabat iUe Petrus Waldensis, cum ha no 
audiret aut legeret scripturam, quod vita Apostolica jam non esset in terra. Unde 
cogitabat earn innovai^e ; et omnibus venditis et panperibus datis, ca?pit vitam pau- 
perein ducere. Quod videntes quidam alii, corde coinpuncti sunt et fecerunt simi' 
liter . . . Cum autem diu in paupertaie fuissent, incopperutU oogitia^e quod etiam 



" As Innocent If. was Pope from the year Peter Waldensis was a youth, or that tlie 
1130 till 1143, wo must wiy either that the manuscript was incorrect, or badly copied, 
author speaks here of the time in which 
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only poor, but preachers also. And they too began to 
preach the Word of God. Their manner of acting being 
reported to the Apostolic See, the Apostolic Lord com- 
manded them to desist, because the preaching of the 
Word of God was not becoming for ignorant and unlearned 
people. They refused to obey, under the pretext that the 
Roman Court issued that prohibition moved by envy. As 
soon as it was known, the Church excommunicated them. 
And as they resisted with stubbornness, they were con- 
demned by the Church; and as they did not venture to 
preach publicly, they preached privately. Then in hatred 
of the Clergy and of the true Priesthood, assuming the errors 
of old heretics, and adding new and dangerous articles, they 
began to destroy everything, except the Sacraments only ; 
and to condemn and blame those practices by which the 
Clergy, as a pious mother, unite their children, as the hen 

gathers her little ones under her wings And having 

so preached secretly for a long time, and under the appear- 
ance of fictitious godliness having detached many from the 
communion of the faithful, and brought them to their sect ; 
they thought their preaching ineffectual, unless they also 
scrutinized the consciences of their followers, through hear- 
ing their Confessions. And after a time, they began at last 
to hear Confessions, to enjoin penances, and absolve from 



Apobtoli Cftnitii non sctlum erant paupereSf imo etiam prcedicafoi'es ; caepcrunt et 
t/>« prcjedicare Vei'lnnn Del, Qtiod postquam ad Sedan ApostoUcam pei-vemsset, 
mandat Doimuus Api)8toUcus qfiod ccssnrcnt, cum ptrpdicatio verhi Dei rtidibus et 
iUiterntis nou conveniat, Iptn noluerunt obedire, quasi hoc Bomana Curia ex invidia 
prohihivet. Quo comperto Ecvlcbia ejccommunicavit eos, Et ipsi resistentes con- 
turruicitefy ah Ecclma coudemuati sunt. Et quia jam in palam jyrcedicare non 
pireauuubanty occulte saltan propdicahant, Unde, in odium Cliricorum et vcri 
tSaca'dofiif ex antiquis en^imbus veteranorum hareticorum et superadditis novis et 
damfwi^is articulis^ incuptrunt^ solis exceptis S<fcratnentis, omnia destruei'e et con^ 
demnare et riprobarc.pev qwe Citrus, velut pia mattr^JU'ujs congregat, sicitt gallina 
contp'egat pxdlos suos m/6 atis. . . Cum autem lontjit tempore furtive pnedicarent 
taliter, tt multos, sfib praiensfi sanctitatis apjxtrtnti simulatione, ajidelium commu- 
nione ad suam scctani adduccrent ; cogitabani in utiles esse ipse rum prcpdicationes, 
ni^ii iiiam scrutarentur consciadias credentium suorum pa* Con'essiones, Tandem 
post succtssum trmpoiis, incaperunt Confesshnes audirc, poniiten ias in',ung(re, et a 
peccatis absolvere, Et quia credentes ipsoiitm vidcrunt et quotidie vident eos 
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sins.** And because their followers saw and daily see them 
endowed with an exterior godliness, and a good many Priests 
of the Church (0 shame!) entangled with vices, chiefly of 
lust, they believe that they are better absolved from sins 
through them than through the Priests of the Church. And 
if the Mercy of God be not pleased to inspire the Prelates of 
the Church to be more vigilant, there is fear that they may 
usurp for themselves still greater power." 




Section VII. 

ARCHBISHOP SEYSSELL's EVIDENCE. 

OHX LEGER, in his history of the Evangelical 
Churches, quotes (at pages 15 and 171) amongst 
others a passage of the Rev. Claudius Seyssell, 
Archbishop of Turin, endeavouring to prove the fabulous 
Origin of the AValdensian sect by the authority of so good a 
witness; and making him say, that it arose in the time of 
the Great Constantine, from a very holy man called Leo. I 
shall give here the full text of Seyssell alluded to, from 
which it will appear, that if Leger be not a deceiver, certainly 
he was grossly deceived. Archbishop Seyssell had the 
people of the valleys of Piemont under his pastoral jurisdic- 
tion, and visited them carefully in their villages and houses. 
It cannot be imagined then that he knew less of the Wal- 
denses of his time and their history than Perrin, Morland, 
Leger, and others, who spoke of them at a latei* age. 
Seyssell wrote his forcible and elegant disputations "Ad- 



extenori sanctitate polUre, Sacerdotes vero EcclesicB qitamplurinios vitiis, ptvh dolor ! 
et nuixime C(tr/udibus insistere, credunt se melius per eos a peccatis (ihsolvi posse, 
quain per Sacerdotes Eccleske, Et nisi Divina Cleinentia dhjnata fuerk PrceUttia 
EcclesiiX majoretn inspirare v'ujilantiam, timendvm est ne forte mojoreni sibi adhuc 
usurpent potestatem, 

** Though tliis last part of the document I have inoerted it here to ffbow the reader ho\T 
does not bear directly on the present subject, &r so fair a writer is to be tnisU'd. 
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versus errores et sectam Valdensium," at the beginning of 
the sixteenth century. I shall produce a few passages from 
the edition of Paris, mdxx., hoping that the reader will not 
be tired with seeing the same facts repeated many times, 
and in so many documents. The Origin of the Waldenses 
has been for more than two centuries so much darkened 
with clouds of artificial misstatements by a great many 
writers, that, in order to establish the truth, it is necessary 
to bring forward many more witnesses than would be the 
case with regard to an ordinary historical fact. 

" (Sheet I.) The weed of which we have resolved to speak, 
is the heresy of the Waldenses, who by the Roman Church 
are commonly called The Poor of Lyons. (Sheet II.) There 
is confided to me the country in which the infection of this 
plague either began or has obstinately endured from the 
beginning of the sect to this time. It is more than two 
hundred years ^ since this heresy has been propagated in 
our diocese of Turin, principally in its extreme parts and 
amongst the gorges of those Alps, which divide France 
from Italy, both in the royal dominions of Dauphiny and 
those of Savoy : and the same sect has also in our age been 



(Fol. I.) Hoc aiUtniy de quo loqui decrevimus zizania, hcerem est Valdenmim^ 
quos Fcmperes de Lxujduno Ecclesia Romana vtdgo appellat . . . (Fol. II.) Est 
ea ndhi regio credita in qua pestis hujus lues vel initium fecit, vet ab ipsa secta 
origins ad hcsc usque tempora obstinatissime persevet'avit. Quippe in hoc Taurin- 
ensi DuBcesi nostra, in extremis prcesertim ejus partibus et inter ipsas Alpium qua 
Galliam ab Italia determinant fauces, tarn in regia Delphinalique quam in SabaU" 
diensi (Utiofie, supra annos ducentos hcec hceresis invaluit, palamque nonnumquam 



^ Mark tlie words : It is more than two 
hundred years since this heresy has been pro- 
pagated in our diocese ofTurin^ amongst the 
gorges of those Alps which divide France 
from Italy, Thin statement baffles the as- 
sertors of the immemorial existence of the 
Vautlois in Piemont. Archbishop Seyssell 
wrote bis disputations certainly not Uter 
than tlie year 1519, when he died. I>;t us 
allow that tlie wordii, more than two hundred 
years, may mean any additional period of 
years loss than one hundrcnl, because the ex- 
prt'Srtion, more than two hundred years, could 



not then be exact ; the author ought to have 
said, in this case, it is now about three hun" 
dred years, Yi-t let us allow, for the sake 
of argument, that the time meant by the 
said expression be three hundred years before 
the death of Seyssell. Now, deducting 300 
from 1519, we have 1219 as the furthest ap- 
proximate year in which the Waldensian 
hereby could have existed in Piemont. In 
Section XII. of this first part the reader will 
find a more positive proof on the same 
point. 
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not unfrequently defended by the inhabitants, both by arms 
and by public disputations and preaching. (Sheet V.)^'Now 
in order to come to the point, it is proper to mention the 
Origin of this sect, in order that everybody may know that 
it did not proceed from a man in any way famous ; because 
its author, whosoever he was, had so low an extraction, and 
so little learning and reputation, that his very disciples do 
not dare to mention his name publicly : and as regards either 
holiness of life, or literary pursuits and virtues and miracles, 
he had no renown at all. He was celebrated on this account 
only, that he gave his name to a very dangerous and im- 
pious sect. It is said that he was called Waldensis, and 
that he had the freedom of the town of Lyons, from whence 
the infection of this plague spread. Nevertheless,'^ some 
patrons of this heresy, in order to obtain favour with 
common persons ignorant of history, tell the story, that 
this sect had its beginning at the time of Constantine the j 
Great, from a certain Leo, a man of very great sanctity, 
who holding in abhorrence the covetousness of Silvester, 
then the Pontiflf of the city of Rome, and the boundless 
prodigality of the same Constantine, preferred following 
poverty in the simplicity of his faith to being defiled with 

a& incoVa et armis et publicis disceptaiiombua condoniimsque, nostra etiam ceUxUy 
dtfensa ftdt, . . (FoL V.) Pritnum igitur (ut ad rem ipsam accedamus) Originem 
secUB hujua ea ratione cammemorare convenU, ut inteUigant omnes, non ah aUcujus 
nommis viro procesdsse. Hie etenim gualiscumque Juerit, tarn obscuro loco natus, 
tamque ntdlius doctrince nullvusqve existimationis fuit, ut ne ipsi qiddem ejus 
c&acipuli palitm proferre andeant : utpote qui neque vitce aanctitate neque literarum 
sciaUia neque virtutum et miraculorum gloria clarus, hoc solo nomine famosus exdtit, 
quod pemiciosissimcB impiissimceque sectce ex sue nomine vocabulum incUdit. Vol- 
{jUn^ quippe (ut cfjunt) (q)pellabatur, et Lugdunensis urhis municeps Juit, unde et 
prima fa^uspestisoontagiopullulamt, (Confundiiur fabtda Jicti auctoris.) Quamvls 
nannuUi hujus hceresis assertores, ad blandiendum apud vulgares et Mstoriarum 
ignores fcworem, hanc eorum sectam C&nstantini Magni tefnporibus, a Leone quodam 
viro rdigiosissimo, initium sumpsisse fabulantur^ qui, execrata Silvestri Romance 
urbis tufic Pontificis avaritioy et Constantini ipsius immoderata largitione ; pauper^ 
totem in fidd simplicitate sequi maluit, quam cum Silvestri pinqui opulentoque 
Sacerdotio contaminari, Cui cum omnes, qui de Christiana religione recte sentie- 

" Here, at the margin, is printed, ** The fahle of the forged author is refuted." 
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the rich and earthly Priesthood of Silvester; (Sheet VI.) 
and that all those who were rightly affected to the Christian 
Religion, having united with Leo, and living according to 
the rule of the Apostles, transmitted this rule of true 
Religion to posterity/ What can be more fabulous than this 
falsehood? Amongst so many approved Greek and Latin 
writers, who lived at that time or afterwards, who is there 
that has mentioned this man (Leo)? while there is left an 
everlasting memory of Antony, of Hilary and other ancho- 
rites, who, besides abandoning all worldly goods, passed their 
lives in the vast wilderness. From this single argument it 
is made clear that this heresy had its Origin not from that 
Leo, or from any other man famous for doctrine and holi- 
ness, but from that very citizen of Lyons, called Waldensis. 
He with perverted texts of the Holy Scriptures, and with 
sanctity simulated under the garb of poverty, having per- 
suaded simple and unlearned men and women to adopt his 
own opinions; spread in that town and the neighbourhood 
errors not a few, under the pretext of teaching a new 
religion. Afterwards (as the inconstancy of men is eager 
for novelties) the number of his followers being greatly 
increased, and the heresy of their opinions having become 
evident, he with his disciples was sent into exile from 
Lyons. The greatest number of them took refuge in the 
neighbouring mountains, hoping, not without reason as the 

bant, adhmsment, sub Apostohrum reguJa viventes (Fol. VI.) hanc per manus 
ad posteros vera; relujionls normam tnmsmlserunt. Quo sane commento quid potest 
esse fabuJosius f Quis enini est xnier tot probatos auctores Gnecos et Latinos^ qui 
per id tein^ms vel deincej)s extitere, qui hujus hominis fecerit mentioned ? Quum 
ttirnen Antonii, Hifarii, ovUTorumque anachoritarum, qui piwter rerum omnium 
humanarum conternptum, airtisinmam in vasta soVUudine vitam degerunt, memoria 
rdicta est sempitcrna. Quo uno art/umento Jit pertipicuunu non a Leone illo aliove 
xdlius nominis doctrincp sanctiVilisque riro ; sed ab ipso Lugdunensi cive Valdensi 
nomine, ho'resim hanc initium sumpsisse. Hie nem^ye, simpiicibus et indoctis turn 
viris turn etiam mulurcidis, adulterinis SacrcB Scnpturce doctrinis et simulata sub 
paupertatis specie sanctitate, in suam sententiam persuasis, errores nonnulfos sub 
novo religionis prfFtextu, in ea urbe vicinisque locis dissaninare capii, Dtinde (ut 
est humana inconstantia novarum nruin cupido) aucto majorem in modum assecta- 
tnrum numero et pate/arfa htrrcsi, Lugduno cum suis scquaribu.< pulsus^ in projrima 
montana foca pars maxima sunt delapsi, hand incogitantcr sprrantes, quod eventus 



THE WALDEXSES. 29 

event showed, that amongst country' people labouring under 
the want of worldly goods, and still more of learning and 
Religion, it would be easy to persuade them to adopt prin- 
ciples, which, besides being pleasant in themselves, could 
without trouble be accepted by ignorant persons, when con- 
firmed by some kind of reasons and some authority of the Holy 
Scripture. . . . The poison began to spread gently . . . and 
by-and-by some persons of some learning, but already badly 
disposed against our Religion, or for some cause enemies to 
the Priests, through opposition and envj^ began to be united 
to the sect. . . . (Sheet LXXXIX.) At last, to put an end 
to our volume, I pray you, simple and unlearned men, 
whosoever have been deceived by these barbas and heretics, 
I pray you by the power of Almighty God . . . and for 
the salvation of your souls, I exhort and conjure you to be 
on your guard against these false prophets, who approach 
you in the dress of sheep, but inwardly are ravening wolves. 
. . . Who forged some genealogies of that holy Leo, who 
never existed, from whom as we have said, they falsely 
state that in the age of the Great Constantine their sect had 
its origin, and that in subsequent times others succeeded 
him." 



docuit, fore ut rusHcancB plebis, inopia rerum mulioque inagis ingeniorum et doctrince 
Rdigionisqut laboranti, ea facile persuaderet quw, prceterquam qiiod conaipiscUnlia 
essetU pro sese, ratione insuper aliqua et auctoritate Sacrce Scripturce, apud imperii 
turn valgus approbari hand gravate possent, , . Venenum paulatim diffundi cofpit. 
Donee paulatim nonnuUi alicujus Jxteratura: viri, sed aut jampridem de nostra 
Religione male sentientes, cmt Sacerdoiibus aliqua ex causa infensi, ad cmnulaiionem 
invidiamque ilhrum, huic sectas adharere caperunt. (Fol. LXXXIX.) Denique, 
tit finem imponamus operi, vos o simplices et ignari litterarum, quicumque ah his 
barbis et hxreticis decepti estis, per Omnipotentis Dei viriutem . , . et per salutem 
ammarum vestrarum, hortamur et obsecramus, ut ah istis falsis prophetis caveatis, 
gui veniunt ad vos in vestimentis ovium, intrinsecus autein sunt lupi rapaces, . . . 
Qid genealogies quasdam confingunt illius s. Leonis, qui numquam fuit, a quo 
tempore Constantini Magni sectam hanc, ut prcediximus, initium hahuisse et alios 
ilH per tempora succsssisse, mentiuntur. 
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Section VIII. 

ENEAS SYLVIUS PICCOLOMINl'S STATEMENT. 

HERE are some other authors to be quoted, not 
because their authority is necessary to confirm 
what is already proved by the testimony of so 
many contemporaries, but because they are brought forward 
by John Leger, as holding the fabulous antiquity of the 
Waldenses, whilst it evidently appears that they are all 
against it. Eneas Sylvius Piccolomini, afterwards Pius II. 
(1458) is the first in order of time. His authority quoted 
by Leger (L. C. page 172) does not prove anything for him. 
Piccolimini, speaking of the Waldenses, says that they were 
a pestilent faction long ago condemned. Une f auction pestir 
lente et de long terns condemnSe. Considering the date at 
which the Waldenses were first condemned, namely about 
sixteen years" before the end of the twelfth century ; and 
the time in which Eneas Sylvius wrote his Bohemian His- 
tory, namely about the middle of the fifteenth century, every 
body will perceive that the expression '^long ago^^ can- 
not be used to prove for the Waldensian sect any greater 
antiquity than the real one of about two centuries and a 
half before the time in which Piccolomini wrote his history. 
The passage (^neee Sylvii " Opera quee extant omnia." 
" Historia Bohemica," cap. 35, p. 103, Basilese, 1571) is this : 
" They (the followers of Wickliflf) broke forth into blas- 
phemies, and began to clamour against all Priests ; and re- 
tiring from the Catholic Church, gave their names to the im- 
pious and foolish Waldensian sect. The doctrines of this 
pestilent faction long ago condemned are these," &c. 

•* Prornperuni in blasphermas et , . . in omnes Uxtrare Sacerdotes ccfperunt, et 
ah Ecclena Catholica recedentes, impiam Valdermum sectam atque insaniatn ampleai 
sunt Hvjus pestifero! acjam pridem damnatce fadionis dogmata sunt, etc. 



** By Pope Luciiu III., the jcw 1184. (See our note 8.) 
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Section IX. 

SAMUEL CASmi'S EVIDENCE. 

|HE second in order of time is Samuel Casini or de 
Casinis, who by the same J. Leger (L. C. p. 16) 
is made to say that the Waldenses are as old as 
the Christian Church: and the same Leger (L. C. 172) 
assures us that Casini says that he for his part cannot deny 
that the Waldenses always had been and still were members of 
the Christian Church. I could not find in the principal 
libraries of England or Italy Casini's Vittoria Trionfale 
quoted by Leger (L. C). But I have found in the King's 
Library of Turin, a little Latin volume of the same author, 
printed in the same year 1550, and at the same place (Cuneo) 
as mentioned by Leger, in which the same argument is 
treated; but the expressions are quite contrary to those 
stated by Leger. The book begins thus : De statu Ecdesice^ 
De Purgatorio^ De Suffragiis Defunctorum^ De Corpore 
Christi. Libellus feUdter incipit contra Valdenses qui hcec 
omnia negant At the end of the volume there is printed : 
Perfectus est iste tractahdus per me Fratrem Samuelem de 
Casinis die 26 Octobris 1510 die Sabbati in mane. Impres- 
sum autem per me Simonem BevUaqua Papiensem in egregio 
oppido Cunei anno nostrce salutis 1510. Let us hear what he 
says on the point. 

" These (pp. 2, 3) are the arguments of the Waldenses, in 
their substance extracted by myself from their sayings, from 
which it clearly appears, that they conclude^ that they are the 
Church of God, and that the real Pope is amongst them. 
The truth is manifestly the reverse ; because what they say 
cannot be proved by any direct or indirect authority of the 



Ista mnt argumenta Valdensium virtualtter ex mis cUctis a me excerpta, ex qiiibus 
darepatet ipsos inferre quod ipsi sunt EcclesiaDeiy et quod in ipsis est verus Papg. In 
conirarium paiet Veritas, eo quod ex nulla auctoritate ScripturcBy neque (Urecte neqtte 
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Holy Scripture, and besides it is repugnant to all reason. 
.... From what (^five pages before the end) has been said, 
after a sufficient division, it follows that the barbarians and 
the Jews, who evidently are infidels, or the Valdenses who 
do not know the Church of God, and who deny the practices 
of the Church of God, which she now holds, and has received 
from the primitive Church, are not the Church of God." 




Section X. 

REV. EDMUND CHAMPION's ASSERTION. 

HE third, in order of time, is the famous £dmund 
Champion, S. I., who towards the end of his life 
in London, gave in his little pamphlet an eloquent 
and forcible account of his own Catholic persuasion to the 
English " Academicians." A passage of his also is grossly 
misrepresented by John Leger, who says (L. C. p. 15), 
that Champion calls the Waldenses Majored nostros^ and 
from this appellation argues that Champion means to say 
that the Waldenses are more ancient than the Church of 
Rome. And the same Leger repeating again (L. C. p. 171) 
the Majores nostros as said by Edmond Champion, adds sati- 
rically : " Yes your Majors, from whom you have much 
degenerated," Dont vcnis avez bien degeneri. Now let us 
read the only passage in the Address of Champion^ to which 
Leger can possibly have alluded, and mark either the igno- 
rance or the impudence of this undeservedly celebrated 
historian of the Waldenses. 



indirede poUM hoc elidy imo repugnat oinni rationi. . . Ex dictis ergo (probatur) 
a svfficienti divmone, non esse Ecdesiam Dd barbaros et Judceos qui expresse sunt 
infidtles, nee Valdenses qui ignorant E^ clesiam Dei, et qui negant modum EcclesicB 
Dei, qtiem nunc tenet et hahet a primitiva Ecclesia,** 



** **Pnr9cript tones adverntshareticos: Ed- miria Angfia — Secvnda ratio,** pages 670, 
mundi Campkmi Rationra rtdditct Arttde- (JTl, Moguntine, anno MlKyll. 



THE WALDENSE8. 33 

" If the heretics should wish to have a Church, they are 
obliged to establish one in the darkness, and call by the 
name of their fathers those whom they had not known, and 
no mortal man had ever seen. If perchance they would not 
glory to acknowledge for their ancestors those who were 
evidently heretics, as Aerius, Jovinianus, Vigilantius, Hel- 
vidius, the Iconoclasts, Berengarius, the Waldenses, Lo- 
thardus, Wickleff, Huss, from whom they have begged 
some fragments of doctrine." 



Section XI. 



PRIOR RORENGO'S TESTIMONY, 




iHERE are two other Catholic writers of the 
middle of the seventeenth century, quoted by 
Morland, Leger, and a great number of their 
abettors, in order to confirm by some detached passages 
stolen from them the immemorial antiquity of the Wal- 
densian sect. The first is the Reverend Mark Aurelius 
Rorengo, or Rorenco, of the Counts of Lucema, one of the 
Waldensian valleys. Sir James Morland ( " History of the 
Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Piemont." London, 

John Leger ("Histoire 
163, 173,) quoting 
Rorengo with praise, makes him say generally that " There 
is no certainty of the time in which the Waldenses first 
appeared, that in the ninth and tenth century they were 
not a new sect," &c. We only observe that Rorengo speak- 
ing of the different sects of the eighth, ninth, tenth and 



1658, pp. 13 to 28,) and principally Joh 
Generale." Amdt^dam, 1680, pp. 14, 



" Hi {Haaretici) coguntur Ecclesianif si qwtm volent, in UUebris venditare, et eos 

parentes asserere, quos nee ipsi noverint, neqtte mortalium guisquam aspexerit. 

Nin forte gtmdent majoribua illis quos hceretvcos fuisse Uquet, vt Aer^o, Joviniano^ 

VtgilanHOf Helvidio, IconomacUs, Berengario, Wcddensibtts, Lothardoy Wiclefo, 

Husdo, a quilms pestifera qucedam fragmenia dogmatum emendicaruntj'* 
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eleventh centuries, makes no mention of the Waldenses, or 
the Poor of Lyons. When he mentions the twelfth century, 
he points out that the Waldenses were condemned in that 
century. But let us hear the Reverend Prior speaking for 
himself, and destroying the castle built in the air.^ 

" They of the valleys, in order to show that they ore 
of an ancient source, put forward and boast to be the 
descendants of Waldus. . . . Now, Boterus relates, that 
from the year 1159, Waldus began to form a new doctrine 
in Lyons, and that he retired with his disciples into the 
valleys and Alps of the Dauphiny and Provence, and that 
some others went to Picardy. Gualterius says, that this fact 
happened in the year 1160, and that Waldus was con- 
demned at the Council of the Lateran under Pope Alex- 
ander.^ . . . Now there are persons who say that out of 
those who were exiled from Lyons, there were some who 
from that very time retired to the valley of Angrogna. 
But I believe that they only stopped within the mountains 
of Dauphiny, because there is no proof either that they 



Questi deUe valli si vagliono e si onorano di essere delli discandenti di Valdo 
. . . Ora il Boteiv riferisce che del 1159 comincib V(ddo afarmarsi una nuova 
dottrina in Lione, e che in poco tempo sia stato cacciato da Uone, e ritiraiosi con i 
suoi nelle valli e Alpi del Delfinato e Provenza, altri in Hccardia, GuaUerio dice 
che fosse nd 1160, e che sia stato condannato nel condlio Lateranese sotto papa 
Alessandro . , . Ora vi h chi vuole che di questi scacciati da lAone, chiamati 
Valdesi o Poveri di Lionet se ne fossero sino in quelli tempi ritirati neUa valle di 
Angrogna, Ma credo che solamente si sieno trattenuti nelU monti del Delfinato ; 
poichh non si trova che ablnno testimomo di alcun suo progresso, ni di gastigo : ma 



** ** Brere nurrarJone dell' introduzione 
d«g1i crt>tici nolle Valli delPiemonte," Torino 
1632, pages 67, 59, 60. And <*Memorio 
istoriche dell* introduzione deireresie nelle 
Valli di Luccrna &c." Torino, 1649. And 
also " Esame intorno alia nuova Confcssione 
di fcdo delle Cliicse rifonnate di Piemonte," 
Torino, 1658. 

** This is Alexander the Third, who, ex- 
alted to the Popedom in 1 159, held the third 
Council of Lateran, which was the eleventh 
general, in the year 1179, and die<I in llFl. 
Tho assertion of Gualterius, that the Wal- 
denses wero condemned at the said Council, 
is not confirmed, to my knowle<lge, by any 
document. That some delegntcs of their 



body went then to Rome in order to be au- 
thorised in their proceedings, and that they 
went bock with a refusal, is the only fact 
ascertained by the English Franciscan Walter 
Mapes or Mapeus, who saw, and had some 
conversation with two of them in Rome, and 
has lef^ a very inter(.>8ting account about them 
in his work, ** De Nugis Curialium,'' kept 
among the MSS. of tho Bodleian Library, 
Oxford. The part of the MS. in which is 
related his conversation with two of the am- 
bassy has been published by Archbishop 
Usher, in his work *'De Ciiristianar. Ecclesiar. 
. . . Continua successionc," &c. Londini, 
1087, r. 112. 
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came here, or that they suffered any punishment ; but that 
many years afterwards, having much increased in numbers, 
they spread into different parts of the world. ... So we 
cannot state with certainty the time in which they first 
came here. It is not very easy ("Mem. Istor." pp. 6 and 
7) to find out precisely the time at which the Waldensian 
sect was introduced here, and what their belief was. Some 
persons thought that they were Albigenses already confuted 
in the time of Saint Dominic. . • • Others were of opinion 
that they were followers of John Huss and of Jerom of 
Praga. . . . But the common opinion is that they are dis- 
ciples of Waldus, called Waldenses, or Poor of Lyons, who 
exiled from France, retired part into the corners of Provence, 
part into those Alps which stand between France and Pie- 
mont. They had this peculiarity, namely, to live in common, 
and to be very secret in their doctrines. . . . Besides, in 
order that their errors might not be there known, each one 
of them was ordered to attend publicly the Divine Services 
of the Catholics. . . . Now, without going from the proofs 
(Esame, p. 9), from the very assertions of your own writers, 
it is manifest that the opinion, of your ancestors having 
professed the Thirty-three Articles from the Apostles to our 
own time, is a false one. . . . Because though from that 
time to the present hour, there have been many sects, or, as 
you say, churches, adverse and rebellious to the Catholic 

eke mold anni dopo, avendo asscd popolatOj si sieno sparsi in moUe parti dd mondo 
m • • e cosi non si puo avere contezza del principio del mo ingreaso^ 

n sapere predsamente U tempo che fu introdotta la setta dei Valdesi in questi 
popolif e che cosa abbiano creditto,non i tanto facile, Alcuni sono stati di parere che 
fossero AUngesi confutatijino at tempo di SanDomenico • • . Altri li stimarono seguaci 
cfi Giovanni Hu88 e di Oirolamo di Praga . • • Perb la comune opinione i che siano dei 
seguaci di Vcddo, chiamad Valdesi o Poveri di Lione, quali scacciati da Francia, si 
ritirarono parte in alcuni angoli delta Provenza, ed altri fra questeAlpi tra Francia 
e Piemanie, • Ebbero questi in particolare il vivere in comune, e segretisdmi nella 
dottrina. Ami per non palesare aUora i loro errori, ciascuno era esortato di andare 
puhlicamente alii Divini Officii Cattolici, . . . Ora, senza ^xirtire dalle pruove, con 
vostri proprii scrittori consta che falsa sia V opinione, cio^ avere li vostri antetiati pro- 
fessaia la Confessione dei 33 articoli daUi Apostoli sino ai nostri ultimi tempi • . . 
Che sebbene da quel tempo sinora vi sieno state sette, o chiese, come voi dtte, op* 
panenti ossia ribelH daUa Chiesa CkUtdica, tuttavia non si twva espressamente che 
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Church; yet there is nowhere distinctly to be found in 
them the confession of the Thirty-three Articles published 
by you. . . . (L. C. pp. 14 and 15.) I have represented 
all these facts in order to prove clearly that it is untrue 
that your confession of faith has been professed from the 
Apostles to this present age; because, there would have 
been found different practices, different orders, different 
articles, without making these new ones in the year 1564. 
. . ^ To endeavour to send a date a thousand yeara and 
centuries back, is a malice deserving to be severely cor- 
rected. . . • According (L. C. p. 47) to Saint Augustin, 
the true Church is that which communicates with the Roman 
Pontiff, whose succession to Alexander VII. we are pre- 
pared to hear you say is not as well proved, as the succession 
of your Barba Martini from the Apostles is proved by the 
chronicles and the synods of the valleys : the catalogues of 
which we are always expecting with great desire that you 
should show to us : because to the present time we could not 
obtain from you even one authentic proof of your continued 
succession in your beautiful Waldensian nobleness." 



sia stata in essere la confessione di 33 articoli die dato avete alia luce. . • . Tutii 
questi succem ho rapprestntato per far vedere evidentemente non esser vera che la 
rostra confessio)ie di fede miova sia stata professata dagli Apostoli sino a* nostri 
secoli, perchh si sarebbero gid ritrovate altre disc'iplbie, altre ordinanze, altri articoli 
senzafare questi niiovi iiel 1564 . . . Vbler far passare vn* antidata cC mille e 
centinaja d^anni . . . ^ malizia da esser corretttt con sevei'iti. Vera h la Chiesa che 
comumca col Pontefice Romano^ dice SanC Agostino ; la di cut successione sino ad 
Akimindro VII. stareuio aspettando che mi aUeghiate essere men prorata che quella 
dagli Apostoli sino alii vostri Barba Martini, per le croniche e sinodi delle vaUi ; 
dclle quali staremo con gran desiderio attendendo che roif acetate redere i caialogkif 
mentre sino ad ora non abbiamo da voi potuto ricavare una pruova autentica della 
continuata vostra bella nobiltd Valdese. 
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Section XII. 

REV. THEODORUS BELVEDERE'S EVIDENCE. 

HE Reverend Theodorus Belvedere is the other 
author alluded to in Sect. xL Morland (1. c. pp. 
28, 37), Leger (1. c. pp. 14, 169), and others, 
quote the following passage from Belvedere's "Relazione 
air Ema Congregazione di Propaganda Fede" (Torino, 
1636) : " The valley of Angrogna always and in every time 
had heretics." And the reader is directed by them hence to 
conclude, that this "famous missionary" (as Leger calls 
him) confirms the supposed immemorial antiquity of the 
Waldensian sect. Now, let us read the full text of Theo- 
dorus, and it will be evident that his assertion does not 
extend the antiquity of the sect further than the time of 
Peter Waldensis. Besides the passages from the " Rela- 
zione," I shall give some other extracts from the same 
author out of his " Turris contra Damascum," also printed 
at Turin in the same year, 1636, which will confirm the 
same point. 

" ('Relazione,' p. 37.) Further to the North, facing the 
West, there is the valley of Angrogna, which at one time or 
another always had heretics, either Albigenses or Waldenses, 
as is gathered fi'om the chronicle of the Dominican Fathers, 
where it is stated that the holy Vincent Ferreri had been 
preaching there."^ {P.2i2^ et seq.) "The unhappy valleys 
of Lucerna, Angrogna, Saint Martin, and Perosa .... 
always have been subject to various plagues of heretical 

Pitt verso il settentriane al medesimo aspetto occideniale h la valle di Angrogna^ 
la quale sempre in vn tempo o in un altro lui avuio eretici o Albigesi o V(ddesi, 
secondo che d raccoglie dalle croniche dei Padri Dotnenicam, ineinorando esservi 
stuto a predicare il Santo Vincenzo Feireri. . , Le sfortunate valli di Lucerna, 
Awjroffna, San Matiino ePtrosa . . . seinpre sono state soggette a varii JUigdU o 



^ Ssiot Dominic, tlie founder of the Dominican Order, died in the year 1222, and 
St. Vincent Ferreri much later, in the year 1419. 



1. 
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locusts, or of unfaithful caterpillars, mildew and grass- 
hoppers. Wherefore the most illustrious and most reverend 
Prior of Lucema says, in his Narrative of the introduction 
of the heretics into the valleys of Piemont, that it was the 
opinion of some persons that the first heretics introduced 
into the valleys had been the Albigenses, who came out 
from the mouth of Cerberus about the year 1160." • . . . 
{Ibid. p. 249, etseq.) "And since the same Prior concludes, 
that he thinks it probable that the heretics now living in the 
said valleys are the descendants of Waldus, I may be allowed 
to explain in a few words the time at which they arose, who 
was their founder, and how they came into the valleys, and 
how they changed their sect, adopting the reformation of 
Calvin. According to Guido, they arose about the year of our 
Lord 1170, from Waldus merchant of Ly(ms, who, excited 
by the heresy of the Catharites, which was spreading at that 
time, rose up and caused a schism against the Roman 
Church." . . . 

It would be useless to quote everything Belvedere says 
about the Waldenses in his Narrative, as the present point is 
to show that this writer, by the expression that "those 
valleys always had heretics," does not mean a time prior, 
but posterior, to the existence of Peter Waldensis. This 
clearly appears, not only from the reported passages, but is 
further shown from his quoting an order, dated the 28th 
November, 1474, "against the heretics of the valley of 
Lucerna, called Poor of Lyons," bearing the signature of 
John Campcsio, Bishop of Turin, and of Father Andrew 



di ereticali locusts, o dC infidi bntchi, rubiffini e cavallette, Onde narra il molto tV- 
lusire e molto Revet'endo Signor Priore di Lucema nelUi ma narrazione della in- 
troduzione degli eretici nelle valli di Piemonte, essere statu parere di alcuni che i 
primi eretici in queste valli introdotti sieno stati Albigedf i quali vsdrono dalle faun 
di Cerbei'o Tanno 1 160 in circa, . . E perchh il medesimo Signer Priore conclude, 
jxrrere a Ini verisitnile che gli eretici che ora in deite valli dimorano siano discendenti 
da Valdo, mi sia lecito con due parole esplicare il tempo che questi prindpiarono ; 
Fautore, e come vennero nelle valli, e come abbiano mutato setta col pUgliare la riforma 
Calviniami, Questi, secondo Guido , ebbero principio circa Vanno del Signore 1170 
da Valdo mercante di LioM, il quale comincib a sollevarsi e fare scisma contro la 
Chiesa Romana^ eccitnto dalla eresia dei C<tttari, che a quel tempo si promulgava. 



v\ 
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John of Acquapendente, Under-delegate of the Holy Office, 
as well as from a proclamation of the Most Serene Duchess 
Jane of Savoy, dated Rivoli, 23rd January, 1416, " against 
the heretics, poor of Lyons or Waldenses," in order to prove 
that the Waldenses were then in the valleys. But let us 
hear Belvedere again in his " Turris contra Damascum " (pp. 
26, 27, 30), where, besides repeating the fact of their being 
founded by Peter Waldensis, he reproaches the sectarians 
for having abandoned their mother the Catholic Church : 

"The Waldenses are those who, being the followers of / 
Peter Waldone of Lyons, in France, were called at first the 
Poor of Lyons. . . Since that Waldus of Lyons, their father 
and founder, being a cimning and rich merchant, desiring to 
found and assemble a new sect through the persuasion of 
Satan, in order to comply with his licentiousness, resolved 
to renew the old Church of the Apostles, in which every- 
thing was in common, principally the wealth. And so he 
gave his riches in common, and a great many poor, who 
were starving, gathered around him. From thence the sect 
of the Poor of Lyons began. . . That the Waldenses after- 
wards had corroded the bosom of their mother, when, like 
the dog Cerberus, they bark so badly against the Roman 
Church, endeavouring to pluck out of her her soul and 
bowels, as Nero with Agrippina his mother, I think that it 
cannot be reasonably disputed. And that the Roman Church 
was to them a very kind mother, it is not only true in some 



" Cceterum Valdenses sunt qui a Peiro Valdone in Gallia Lugdunsi exorti, 
primum Pcniperes de Lugduno sunt appdlati. • . Quoniam Vcddus Ule Lugdu^ 
nensis, eorum parens et auctor, cum callidus esset locuplesque mercator, intendens 
(sttasu dcemonis) novum sectam, ut suce libidini satisfacerety instituere et coadunare; 
vetustam Apostolicamque Ecclesiam, in qua omnia communia, profsertim facultates, 
mppeditarentur, renovandam constduit. Sicque opibus suis in cxmimune erogatis, 
quamplurimi pauperes qui inedia canficiebantur, confugerunt ad eum . . . hincque 
secta Fauperum de Lugduno inchoavit. . . Quod deinceps Valdenses carroserint 
viscera matris, dum adeo contra Romanam Ecclesiam instar canis Cerberi oblaterantf 
eidem viscera simtd et animam, Neronis instar erga suam matrem Agtippinam, 
eruere ; arbUror non posse oppositiim jure deduct. At vero quod Ecclesia Romana 
extiterit eis humanissima parens, est adeo verum quam quod verissimum ; nam ex ea 
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measure, but in the very highest degree. Because Waldus 
was her son, and he and his first followers were fed and 
nourished with the milk of her Evangelical Doctrine, and 
he in the year of our Lord 1170 drew his impious swOrd 
against his own nurse/' '^ 




Section XIII. 

EXTRACTS FROM SOME MANUSCRIPTS IN THE KINOES 

LIBRARY OF TURIN. 

N the library of King Victor Emanuel in Turin, 
there is an unpublished manuscript in folio, num- 
bered 169; which appears to have been written 
a little after the time at which John Leger published his 
" Histoire Generale." The title of the manuscript is : " His- 
toire veritable des Vaudois," without the name of the writer. 
That part of the MS. which relates the facts which happened 
in the second half of the seventeenth century, is very in- 
teresting, and we shall make use of it in our second part. 
Here we shall only give a faithful summary of what the dili- 
gent and truthful writer suys about the Origin of the Wal- 
denses in Piemont. And in order that every body be able 
to compare our abridgment with the original, the numbers 
of the pages of the said MS. shall be quoted. 

(Pp. 4, 6.) " Peter Waldensis from being a rich merchant, 
changed his manners of living, and followed poverty at the 
sudden death of one of his companions in the year 1160 
under Louis VII. king of France, and Pope Alexander III.*^ 
That Peter Waldensis was the founder of the sect of the 

ortus est Vahhis, ^usfjue lade EvangeliccB Doctrinas nutriius una cum primis suis 
secUmis et alUus, antio Domini 1170, gladium iniquum contra propriam nutricetn 
(trripuit,^* 



^ lie Bat in the Pontitical Chair from 11)9 to 1181, ns we have before reniiiikcU 
(note 25). 
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Vaudois is stated also by John Dubravius, Bishop of Olmutz 
in his fourteenth book of the Bohemian history (' Prestannse 
ex Officina Gualterii an. 1552'), where he says : The author 
of the sect is Peter Waldensis, a Gaulois by nation, of the 
town of Lyons, a silly, ignorant and unlearned man, who is 
not worthy to be numbered amongst the serious heretics. 
* Auctor ejus Petrus cog^wmine Waldensis^ natione Gallus^ civi- 
tate LugdunuSj vir idiota^ indoctus Uliteratus^ nee dignus inter 
serios hoereticos numerarV (P. 9.) At the time of the said 
Alexander III. a Gallican Council was held m the year 1176, 
under the presidency of Guilbert, Bishop of Lyons, who with 
the approbation of a great number of Bishops and Prelates 
<5ondemned Peter Waldensis as a false prophet, hypocrite 
and enemy of God." 

Here I would call attention to what is reported by some 
other contemporaries of Peter Waldensis, and is also asserted 
by the Rev. G. B. Semeria ("Storia della Chiesa Metropo- 
litana di Torino," 1840), namely that another Archbishop of 
Lyons, called Bolismanis or Belismanus, condemned Peter 
Waldensis, and even exiled him with his followers from his 
diocese. Belismanis ruled the diocese of Lyons from the 
year 1182 to the year 1195.* 

(Pp. 32, 33.) " It seems that the first coming of the Wal- 
denses into Piemont was at the time of Philip Augustus 
King of France. They, after retiring to the mountains of 
Douphiny, multiplied to such an extent that in order to pro- 
cure for themselves the necessaries of life, by degrees they 
crossed the mountains of Piemont and descended into the 
valleys of St. Martin and Lucerna in the commons of An- 
grogna, Villar, and Bobbio. This happened when Thomas I. 
Count of Savoy and Prince of Piemont was yet a minor, 
under the guardianship of the- Marquis of Monferrato ; and 
the Savoyards adhered to Pope Alexander IIL and were 
against the Emperor Frederick surnamed Redbear. Thomas 

• See our note 6. 
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having attained his majority was obliged to take part in 
the wars of his time, and could not attend to what was 
taking place in the mountains and valleys of Piemont, where 
the Counts of Lucema still exercised a great power. It then 
so happened that the Waldenses had time to settle there and 
to multiply with their families ; and they were not molested 
at that time by the Catholic inhabitants of the places. The 
fact is that at the beginning the Waldenses ; keeping their 
religious opinions to themselves alone, and holding their 
secret meetings now on the very tops of the mountains, now 
in the grottoes, now in their low and dark huts ; gave no out- 
ward sign of their disagreeing in any way from the CathoUc 
Doctrines. Besides, they appeared of a good moral and tem- 
perate life, and lovers of hard work ; and at the same time 
they frequented the Catholic Churches and occasionally 
approached to the Sacraments with the Catholics. And in 
order not to give rise to any suspicion that they were under 
the spiritual guidance of their own religious chiefs, they 
gave them the not suspicious name of Barba ; which in Pie- 
montese tongue means uncle, and is given to the elders also 
as a mark of respect ; and they thus disguised the honour 
shown to them imder the pretext of relationship or of old age." 
(P. 42.) "But at last, James, Bishop of Turin, perceiving that 
the bad Waldensian and heretical grass had grown in the 
middle of his Catholic field, wrote to, and also called on the 
Emperor Otto, in order to obtain his imperial aid in exter- 
minating the Waldenses from his diocese, as the Bishop of 
Lyons had done.^ This happened in the year 1209 or 1210. 
James obtained his petition and was fully authorized to em- 
ploy for the purpose even the imperial assistance. But, as 
immediately afterwards disagreements arose between the 
Emperor and Pope Innocent III., it seems that the Bishop of 



** John Semeria, in his '*Storia delU heretics going astray with errors, and in flex^ 

Chiem Metropolitana di Torino/' 1840, adds, iUe with obstinacy had recently crept in*o his 

from old documents, that the Bishop, in his diocese, Afark the word recently, 
application to the Emperor, said: That 
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Turin was unable to employ the means promised to him, and 
in consequence the Waldenses remained unmolested " (Pp. 
48, 50.) " Under the same Innocent III. the Waldenses, with 
other heretics were condemned in the Council of Lateran." ^ 

Here we shall subjoin some other particulars relating to 
the first Waldensian existence in Piemont, abridged from 
another manuscript, also existing in the King's Library of 
Turin, amongst Miscellanea Patria^ Volume cxxii. The 
author of the MS. is Monsieur Vegezzi, a very exact and 
careful writer. 

" The oldest public document in which the Waldenses are 
mentioned who came into the district of Pinerolo, is con- 
tained in the book of the Statutes of that town of the year 
1220. There is set a fine of ten soldi upon any person who 
should give shelter or harbour to any of those innovators. 
Observe that according to the opinion of antiquarians, ten 
soldi of the money of that time are equal to about 280 francs 
or lire of the present French and Italian coins, a very heavy 
fine indeed. The said book of Statutes was published in 
Turin in the year 1602, with this title : ' Statutes and Orders 
given by the most illustrious Count, and by the Wisemen of 
Pinerolo • during the year twelve hundred and twenty.' 
Statuta et ordinamenta facta per iUustrissimum Dominum 
Comitem et Sapientes Pinerolii currente millesimo ducentesimo 
vigesimo. ^ Again it is ordained that if any man or woman 
shall knowingly give harbour to any Waldensis man or 
woman within the district of Pinerolo, he or she shall pay the 
fine of ten soldi every time he or she shall so harbour them.' 
Item statutum est quod siquis vel si qua hospitaretur aliquem vet 
aliquam Faldensem vel Valdensam^ se sciente^ in posse Pinerolii^ 
d^ibit bannum solidorum decern quotiescunique hospitabitur.^^ 

From the said document it is plain that in the year 1220 
the Waldenses were not resident or established in the dis- 
trict of Pinerolo, and that they brought with themselves the 



It was the twelfth General Council and the fourth of Lateran held in the year 1216. 
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name of Waldenses, with which they were already called 
before entering there. This is a proof against those partial 
writers, who, being forced by the historical evidence to admit 
that Peter Waldensis is the author of the Waldensian sect ; 
nevertheless, without any foundation, state and endeavour to 
make us to believe that the followers of Peter, coming into 
Piemont, united themselves with the Vaudois already from 
time immemorial supposed to exist there.*^ Idle tale of 
story tellers ! 

The same MS. continues : " From the said year 1220 the 
Waldenses are not mentioned in any way in the Piemontese 
documents till the year 1334 in which the Prince William of 
Acaja gave an order to Belangerus of Rorengo, and to Uretto 
his nephew, who were the masters of Delia Torre, and to the 
other feudatories of the valleys of Pellice and Chisone. The 
order directed them to put a stop to the preachers of those new 
doctrines already excommunicated in the year 1332 by Pope John 
XXIL ; because the said preachers would not cease nor desist 
from preaching. After this order, there is a long silence 
about the Waldenses in the State Memorials for nearly a 
century and a half. Then comes a Rescript of Duchess lo- 
lunta, dated the 23rd January, 1476, and an order of Duke 
Charles 1. issued in the year 1484 for the purpose of re- 
pressing the Waldenses, who would not desist from spreading 
their new principles. And it was necessary that the Prince 
should send a good number of soldiers to subdue them. 
At that time the Waldenses would have been scattered alto- 
gether, if the clement Sovereign had not, upon their humili- 
ation and begging pardon, been moved to compassion. He 
was satisfied with only levying a fine to defray the expenses 
of the war. From this year 1484 there is no public act in 
the Piemontese Annals having relation to the Waldenses, 
till the year 1535." 

^ See Morland's " History of the Evan- London, 1827, page 18; Alexis Muston, D.D., 

gvlicml Churcli;" William Jones's ** History '*The Israel of the Alps," Glasgow, 18^7— 

of the Wahlenses/' London, 1812, page 343 ; Introduction ; and many others. 
W. H. Gilly, M.A., "A Narrative,'* &c.. 
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Section XIV. 

OTHER AUTHORITIES NOT LIABLE TO SUSPICION, PRINCIPALLY 
THAT OF THE WALDENSIAN MANUSCRIPTS. 

T may be objected against most of the documents 
already quoted, that nearly all the authors, con- 
temporary or near to the time of Peter Waldensis, 
are Catholics by profession, and some of them very bitter 
enemies of the Waldenses : and of course it may be supposed 
that they have not published what they knew about the 
antiquity of the Origin of the sect, at least from the time of 
the Great Constantine, or at the very latest at the time of 
that famous Claudius of Turin in the beginning of the ninth 
century. 

I answer, first. By those who make this objection no proof 
is alleged of the existence of this sect, either at the time of 
Constantine or of Claudius of Turin ; their statements are 
not confirmed by any document or historical fact ; they are 
merely gratuitous suppositions. In consequence we may 
here apply that old sentence of the schools : what is asserted 
without proof, we have the right to deny without bringing 
forth any proof: Quod gratis asseritur^ gratis negatur. 

I answer, secondly, that Father Moneta at Section ii., 
Reinerius Sacco at Sect, v., PilichdorfF at Sect, vi., and Arch- 
bishop Seyssell, quoted at Sect, vii., have already dispelled 
the first supposition that the Waldenses are the successors of 
that holy man called Leo, who separated from Pope Silves- 
ter at the time of Constantine. It is not proved that this 
good holy man existed at all, and if he had been in existence 
then, he had no reason for separating himself from Pope 
Silvester on account of the prodigality of Constantine 
towards him : because it is a clear falsehood that Constantine 
had given to the Pope the Italian States, or even the crown 
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of the Western Empire. This is as great a lie in history as 
would be the assertion that the Great Constantine was one 
of the Popes of Rome. About the Spaniard Claudius, who 
in the first part of the ninth century was Bishop, not Arch- 
bishop, of Turin under Louis, son and successor of Charles 
the Great, I only say that he had no followers in his hatred 
against the Cross and the holy Images. Louis the Pious, 
who caused him to be made a Bishop, not knowing that 
Claudius was an Iconoclast ; when he afterwards learned of 
his destroying the sacred pictures and figures, directed 
Jonas, Bishop of Orleans, Agobert, Bishop of Lyons, and 
Wilfridus, called Strabon, to write against and to condemn 
the error and the doings of Claudius. Dungalius also, an 
eloquent Deacon of the time, confuted his false opinions. I 
cannot refrain from quoting a few lines of the last-mentioned 
writer. (See Bibl. Patr. tom. xiv. p. 197, et seq.) : " Qualis et 
quanta est insana elatio et vana temeritas^ ut quod a primoBVO 
tempore Christianitatis per annas ferme dcccxx. et eo amplius a 
Sanctis et beatissimis Patribus et religiosissimis postea Prindpi- 
bus ... in Ecdesiis et in quibvsdam Christianorum doinibua 
fieri concessum^ constitutum et jussum. est; unus homo blas^ 
phemare^ reprehendere^ conculcare^ projicere ac sujjlare pra^ 
sumat.^^ . . . Mark the words unus homo^ hinting at his not 
having imitators in his diocese. Claudius himself in his 
letters admits that his people were against him, when he 
relates their saying to him that they did not believe that 
there was any divine thing in the Images, and that they 
venerated and honoured them in relation to the originals 
represented by them. The fact is, that his subjects were so 
badly disposed towards him for his destroying the holy 
Figures, that, when he died, the people of Turin were so 
furious against him that they gave no rest even to his mortal 
remains, and Crosses and holy Images were immediately 
restored with applause by the Bishop his successor. 

I answer, thirdly, that there arc authors in no way favour- 
able to Catholics who confess the historical truth that the 
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Waldenses were founded by Peter Valdo. It would be too 
long to quote them all here, but I refer the reader to the 
" Encyclopedie Metodique-Histou-e," torn. 6°^, p. 431, Paris, 
1791; the " Cabinet Cyclopedia," History, vol. ii. p. 247, 
London, 1834; the "English Cyclopedia," by Ch. Knight, 
Biography, vol. v. p. 479, London, 1867; the "Popular En- 
cyclopedia," vol VI. p. 861, London and Glasgow, 1862. Mr. 
Schmidt, the author of the "History of the Catharites;" 
and Mr. Gieseler, of Gottingeu, in his letters quoted by 
Alexis Huston, D.D., in the introduction to his "Israel of 
the Alps," Glasgow, 1857. The reader will be satisfied if I 
quote here only four authors. First, Mr. Perrin, amongst a 
great many mis-statements inserted in his "Histoire des 
Vaudois," Geneve, 1619, in order to please his Calvinists; 
(p. 1, ch. ix.) admits that " Vcddo commenqa a enseigner les 
peuples les quals de son nome furent appeUe Vatidois en 
Fannie de noire Seigneur J. C. Mille cent soixanteJ'^ Second, 
Alexander Ross, in his " HANSEBEIA," London, 1653, in the 
catalogue of the twelfth century, says (p. 219), "The Wal- 
denses so called from Waldo of Lyons, who having distri- 
buted his wealth professed poverty." Third, Mosheim, 
" Histoire Ecclesiastique, traduit en Fran9ois sur la second 
edition Anglois," Yverdon, 1776, tome iii. part ii., ch. v. § 
xi. ; "Origine et Histoire des Vaudois," clearly says. That 
the sect of the Vaudois is so called from the name of its 
author Peter, sumamed Waldensis or Valdisius, of Vaux or 
Valdum, in the Marquisat of Lyons, who employed a Priest 
to translate the Gospels, &c. into his vernacular language in 
the year 1160; and that in the year 1180 he stood out as a 
doctor teaching publicly the doctrine of Christianity in the 
way in which he understood it," &c. To this passage there 
is a note saying, " The Vaudois, according to the historians, 
came from Lyons, and received their name from Peter 
Waldus, their founder." No one who reads the documents 
I have here collected concerning the historical Origin of the 
Waldenses will give any weight to the opposite opinion of 
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the English translator, who in another note, with some 
unauthorized quotations of Beza, Leger, and others, blames 
Mosheim for his having written the historical truth against 
their unfoimded assertion. Fourth, Dr. Augustus Neander, 
in his "General History of the Christian Religion and 
Church," written in German, and translated by Joseph 
Terry, London, 1852, vol. viii. pp. 352, 353, writes : " It was 
quite a mistake to think of deriving this sect (of the Wal- 
denses) from an outward connection with the reforming spirit 
consequent to the time of Claudius of Turin. . . . All the 
accounts which go back to the Origin of the sect agree in 
this, that it started with a rich citizen of Lyons by the name 
of Peter Waldus (Pierre de Vaux)," &c. 

I answer, fourthly and lastly, that the very oldest Wal- 
densian manuscripts, when read in their genuine orig'nals, 
and when sifted from some unwarranted accounts (which 
are mere legends), confirm the fact that Peter JValdensis is 
the true author of the sect which began and took his name in the 
latter part of the twelfth century. Gentle reader, be slow in 
condemning this my absolute proposition, but read first the 
follo^ving document, which is not published by Morland or 
by Leger, and in the next chapter my remarks upon the 
Waldensian documents, particularly " The Noble Leysson," 
translated and published by them under false dates : and I 
am convinced that this point of history, called by Bergier 
("Dictionnaire de Theologie, Vaudois) one of the most de- 
bated^^^ will then be settled indisputably and for ever. 

(Waldensian Manuscripts in the library of the University 
of Cambridge, Vol. A, fols. 36, 37, 38.) 

'* Now this holy Church, also at the time of the Apostles, 
grew to many thousands, and in a saintly order, through the 
vastness of the earth, and remained for a long time in the 
verdure of holy Religion ; and the rulers of the Church perse- 



" II n*68t peut-ctre aucunc secte dont Toriginc ait M pIuA contest^ . . . que la secte 
Vaudoiae. 
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vered in ]x>verty and humility, according to the old histories, 
for about three hundred years, namely, to the time of the 
Emperor Constantine Caesar. But reigning Constantine 
leproua there was a ruler in the Church, who was called 
Silvester, a Roman. He was living on the Mount Soratte, 
near Rome, as we read, on accoiuit of the persecution, and 
was living the life of a poor man with his own people. As 
Constantine received an answer in a dream, as it is related, 
he went to Silvester, and was baptized by him in the name 
of Jesus Christ, and he was cured from his leprosy.*' Then, 
Constantine, seeing that he, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
was cured from so miserable an illness, thought to honour 
him who had cleansed him, and left to liim the crown and 
the dignity of the empire; and Silvester accepted it.^ But 
his companion, as I have it related, parted from him, and 
gave not his consent to those things, and kept the way of 
poverty.** Now Constantine went with a multitude of 
Romans into the countries beyond the sea, and then built 
Constantinople, as it is called from his name. Then from 
that time the heresiarch rose up in honour and dignity, and 
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evils were multiplied u]>on the eai'tli. We do not believe 
after all that the Church of God, on the whole, went out of 
the path of truth. But a part failed, and the greater part, 
as it commonly happens, was hurled into evil. But the part 
which remained, persisted a long time in the truth which 
they had received. Thus, by little and little, the sanctity of 
the Church failed. Yet, about eight hundred yearsafterCon- 
atantine,^ rose one, whose proper name was Peter, as I have 
heard, and he waa of a country called Vaudia. He, how- 
ever, was rich and wise and very good, as our predecessors 
say. Then, either by reading it himself or hearing it from 
others, he received the word of the Gospel, and sold the 
possessions he had, and distributed them to the poor, and 
took the path of poverty, and preached, and gathered dis- 
ciples. . . . He entered then uito the city of Ilome,^ and dis- 
puted in the presence of the heresiarch on faith and religion. 
There was there at that time a Cardinal of Puglia, who was 
his fi-iend, and praised his manBer of living and his words, 
and loved him. Yet at the end he (Peter de Vaudia) 
received the answer at the court, that the Roman Church 
could not endure his words, and would not abandon the 
path she was engaged with. And thus, the sentence being 
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" Tlie Emperor ConBUnline the Grent 
died tho jear of our Lord ;t37, whicli idd«l 
to SOO, malm 1137. the upproiinuliTe ^me 
of the birth or youth of Peter Wdilenaia or 
do Vaudii, perlbctly in accanlance frith the 
authore given aboce. 

" All fLL»piuf,of PtlecWuldenaia hnving 
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den»ea wint to Kome to obtain tho Pope's 
BBDCtion in (he rear 1179 u trc baie taen- 
tioned, Sect. ZJ. 
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given, he was cast out of the Synagogue. Nevertheless, he 
himself preaching in the town made many disciples ; and 
going through the Italian provinces, gathered a multitude 
of people, so that, in different places, many adhered to 
their conversation — I mean of him and his successors. And 
they greatly multiplied, because the people heard them 
willingly, on account of the word of truth being in their 
mouths, and of their pointing out the path of salvation. 
And they so multiplied that there were joined to their 
teaching sometimes eight hundred, sometimes a thousand, 
sometimes very few. God worked wonders through them, 
as we are told by many who readily speak the truth. 
However, these fruitful works lasted for the space of two 
hundred years," as we are assured by the elders. At last 
the envy of Satan and the malignity of wicked men rising 
up, not a little persecution took place amongst the servants 
of God, and they were chased from one country to another ; 
and their cruelty against us endures to the present hour."" 
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" If this 20O it adilcil to tho 113T wo 
burs the jeor 1337 pointed out by the writer 
of the preient passige. Cunsequentlj thii 
[nece wu vritten tHei tlie vest 1337. and 
periiapB much later. Mr. Huory Bnuliih&w 



•a^ that the maniiarript nas written at the 
b^Dning of tho line«atli century, at thu 
earlicnt, (Antiq. Soc., Uarch 10, p. 212, 
Cambridge, ISGa.) 

" Sou the Article XIII. tonirda the end. 
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Section XV. 

THE DATES WHICH LEGBR AND MORLAND HAVE ASSIGNED TO 
THE WALDENSIAN MANUSCRIPTS ARE COUNTERFEIT. 

GAINST the proofs already quoted for the fiswt that 
the Waldensian sect did not exist before the time 
of Peter of Valdum, and that he is its real father 
and founder, there might be produced the dates assigned by^ 
Morland and Leger to the most ancient Waldensian manu- 
scripts ; which dates, if correct, would prove that the sect 
existed before the time of the said reformer. And in truth 
John Leger has printed the following dates, fixing 

La Nobla Ley9on At the year a.d. 1100 Page 25 xy 

The Catechism „ „ „ 1100 „ 38^'^ 

The Antichrist „ „ „ 1120 „ 71 

The Purgatory „ „ „ 1126 „ 83 

The Invocation of Saints „ „ „ 1120 „ 87 
And, in his Chapter xviii. the first 
Waldensian Confession at the year 

Now, if we clearly prove that the recited dates of Leger 
have not any groimd of truth, and indeed are against the 
best evidence derived from the same manuscripts, which 
themselves tell the tale that they were written some cen- 
turies after the existence of Peter Waldensis, the last strong- 
hold in support of the fabulous antiquity of the Waldensian 
sect will be destroyed ; and at the same time the impudence 
of John Leger will be manifested, who so shamefully imposed 
upon the public, and misled nearly all who wrote on the 
subject after him. I have said, the impudence of John 
Leger, because my opinion is that Sir Samuel Morland was 
also misled by the same Leger, both in what concerns the 
history of the Waldensian troubles in Piemont, and in what 
relates to the dates of their manuscripts, given by the same 
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Leger to Morland, and by Morland deposited in the Cam- 
bridge Library, and partly published by him, with an Eng- 
lish translation, in his " History of the Evangelical Churches," 
&c., some twenty-two years before the time in which Leger 
published, in French, his work bearing the same title, which 
may be called an enlarged second edition of Morland's. I 
am persuaded of this, because I cannot be induced to believe 
that Samuel Morland, an EngHsli public man, would wilfully 
deceive his readers with false and unwarranted statements, 
had he not been led by Leger to think that they were 
undeniable facts. And what I have said of Morland, I say 
also of those many fair and learned English writers, who, 
not having the means which, after the new discoveries, we 
now have to eift the wheat from the chaff, have been in- 
duced, through the same false statement of Leger, to copy 
and repeat his assertion again and again. About the public 
character of John Leger, I shall produce in the next part 
some historical facts which will show that this my opinion 
of him is too well grounded. 

After this short digression, let ua see the true dates of 
the Waldensian manuscripts, principally of those in the 
Cambridge Library, because they are the oldest of all, and 
because they are solely quoted by Morland and Leger. On 
this argument I follow Professor J. H. Todd ("The Wal- 
densian Manuscripts," Dublin, 1865) and Mr. H. Bradshaw 
(" Recovery of the Long-lost Waldensian Manuscripts," 
Antiquarian Society, May 10, 1862,Cam bridge), two authors of 
unexceptionable authority on the matter. " Besides the 
Dublin collection" (H. Bradshaw, p. 217), "all of which seem 
to have been written in the sixteenth century (from 1520 to 
1530), we have two miscellaneous volumes at Geneva and 
four at Cambridge — A, B, C, D, as well as more than one 
copy of the New Testament, all assignable to the fifteenth 
century; and in addition to these, at Cambridge and at 
Grenoble, one incomplete and one complete copy of the New 
Testament, which may be ascribed to the close of the four- 
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teenth century." With regard to the volume existing at 
Geneva, Mr. Bradshaw observes (l. c. p. 204) that it was 
" attributed by the librarian there to the twelfth century ; 
but from the writing of Dr. Todd and other judges, it is 
assigned, without hesitation, to the middle or latter half of 
the fifteenth." 

Let us see now more particularly the dates of the Cam- 
bridge manuscripts, in accordance with the order of age, 
under the guidance of the same Mr. Bradshaw (l. c. p. 206, 
et seq.). Volume F, containing the greater part of the 
New Testament and certain chapters of Proverbs and 
Wisdom, is assigned to probably the first half of the fifteenth 
century. Volume B, containing a good many various pieces, 
and " La Nobla Ley9on," with its date partly scratched out, 
is assigned to probably the same first half of the fifteenth 
century. Volume C, containmg some sermons and transla- 
tions from the Vulgate, and in addition, the beginning of 
another copy of " La Nobla Ley9on," with its date in full, 
is assigned to the middle of the fifteenth century. Volume 
A, containing translations, sermons, instructions and the 
historical passage partly stated in our last preceding article, 
is assigned to the latter half of the fifteenth century. Volume 
D containing sermons, discourses and instructions, is also 
assigned to the latter half of the fifteenth century. In 
volume E there are different pieces in Latin, and some 
moral metrical compositions, and in one place there is 
marked the year of 0. L. 1521, and in another, 1519. The 
handwriting is perfectly in accordance with the sixteenth 
century. About the date given by Leger to the first Wal- 
densian Confession of Faith, we shall have a better oppor- 
tunity of speaking in our Third Part. Besides the criticism 
of antiquaries on the style, language and handwriting, by 
which the true dates of the manuscripts, as here stated, are 
fixed against those imagined by Leger, we may here touch 
upon some other internal evidence. First, In the treatise 
of the " Invocation of Saints," there is quoted the " Millelo- 
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quium," which is not of St. Agostin, but of Fra Bartholo- 
mews of Urbino, and was written about the middle of the 
fourteenth century ; and Leger assigned to it the beginning 
of the twelfth. Second, The Catechism contains quotations Ht » 
from the Bible as divided into chapters ; and it is commonly 
admitted that the division of the Bible into chapters was 
introduced more than two centuries after the date assigned 
to it by Leger. For these first observations I am indebted 
to the Rev. I*. Allix, D.D. (" Some Remarks," &c., London, 
1690), who, having given the above reported reasons, con- 
cludes thus (p. 169): "So that it seems these gentlemen 
(Morland and Leger) founded their judgments of the 
antiquity of these pieces on too weak grounds." Third, In O* 
the volume A, there is mentioned Doctor Evangelicua, the 
title given to the English John WicklifF, who flourished in 
the fifteenth century. And in the same volume there is 
also mentioned Peter de Vaudia, who appeared (as it 
is there said) about eight hundred years after the Great 
Constantine ; and facts also are hinted which happened 
two hundred years after P. WaJdensis (see Article XIV.) 
Fourth, The sixth verse of " La Nobla Ley5on," published *r^' 
by Morland and Leger, as saying : " Ben ha mil e cent am 
compli entierament" — " There are a thousand and a hundred 
years fully completed "—in fact, has an erasure and an 
empty space, in the manuscript Volume B, between e and cent^ 
and with a magnifying glass Mr. Bradshaw and others saw 
there the number 4 in great part cancelled. If, therefore, this 
number be inserted in the proper pkce, the reading will run 
thus: ^^ Ben ha mil e 4 cent am compli entiei-ament" — "There 
are a thousand and four hundred years fully completed." 
And in this case the stronghold of the miraculous Waldensian 
antiquity is dismantled. Fifth, If the said reading should 
be uncertain, yet the famous verse of " La Nobla Ley^on" 3 • 
could not give any ground for placing the existence of the 
Waldensian sect before the time of its true founder. And 
here praise is due to the Rev. Th, Sims, M.A., who in his 
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appendices to "Peyran" (London, 1826, p. 147), speaking 
of the supposed 1100 years found in "La Nobla Ley9on," 
according to the printing of Morland and Leger, very wisely 
observes that, even on the supposition that 1100 be the true 
reading of the manuscript, it cannot be taken as the real 
date of the composition. This date, he ingeniously says, is 
the time in which the words ^^ara sen al derier temps ^^ — 
** now we are at the last time " — were uttered. And this is 
plain, if the whole sentence is joined together: '^Ben ha 
mil e cent am compli entierament que fu scrita lora : ara sen al 
derier temps " — " There are eleven hundred years fiilly com- 
pleted since the hour was written : now we are at the last 
time." The meaning, then, of the composition is this : that 
eleven hundred years are fully passed away from the time 
in which the sentence was written: "Now we are at the 
last time." Let us ask, then, at what time the words 
alluded to were written ? The answer is : that the words 
"We are at the last time," or "the last hour come," — 
" Ultima hora venit" — were written by St. John in his 1st 
Ep. chap. ii. v. 18. St. John wrote the said Epistle in his 
old age, and at least about seventy years after our Lord's 
birth. In consequence, these seventy years are to be added 
to the supposed eleven hundred years written in the com- 
position, which will give the real date of the manuscript, 
namely, the year eleven hundred and seventy : which shows 
that the composition was not written before the time of 
Peter de Vaudia. I have endeavoured to place Rev. Th. 
Sims' reasoning in the clearest possible light, because it 
gives him credit for his ingenious explanation.^ Yet we 



* Antony Monastier, in liis serentli chap* 
ter, ** Origin of the name Vaudois," in order 
to maintain that the Waldenses existed be- 
fore Peter Valdo, amongst other gratuitous 
Kuppositions, after haring quoted the name 
of Walletues, giren to them by Eberard of 
Bethune, and that of Waldenses, giren to 
them by Abbot Bernard of Foncauld {Fontis 



calidi, from whose work I hare quoted in 
Section IV.), assures his readers that Abbot 
Bernard dedicated his work to Pope Lucius 
the Third, and tliat that Pope, who con- 
demned the Waldenses, mentioned by the 
Abbot as dead (Jelicis recordatioms\ was 
Lucius the Second, who died in the year 
1144; and hence concludes that the con- 
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do not want thia interpretation, as it is now well proved 
that the number 1100 is not the true reading of the manu- 
script : there is no doubt now that it is a composition of 
the fifteenth century. Sixth, Thia appears also by the best 
possible evidence from the last page of the manuscript, 
Vol. C, in which there are the first fourteen lines of 
another copy of "La Nobia Ley^oii," and the fifth verse 
is fully written thus: *^ Ben ha mil e cccc am compli en~ 
tierament " — " There are a thousand and four hundred 
years completed fully," "There can be no doubt," says 
Mr. BraUshaw (l. c. p. 211), "tliat the Geneve and 
Dublin copies are both later than our two; and, however 
we may explain the omission from them, it is at least the 
evidence of two earlier against two later copies ; and this • 
. . . seems enough to satisfy the most strenuous advocates 
of the antiquity of the poem." 

After the alleged evidences in confirmation of my present 
argument, it would be a waste of time to add any further 
words. Let us then repeat with emphasis the fact that 
Peiei- Waldensis is the ti-ue author of the sect which arose 
and was called by his name, in l/ie latter part of the twelfth 
century. 



ilemnncion of the Walik'tijinn liercr.v munC 
h»e taken plncc befgrc ibc lut menlioned 
yaa, nnd in consequence that the Lerpey of 
the WilJenaes eiiated before the time of 
Peter Waldo, Now Monaatier ahowa him- 
self a tery worthy fuUoirer of John Legcr in 
the pablicatioi) of this new bisehood ; lat, 
Beoiue OrctKcr, irho published the mnnu- 
■eript of Abbot Bernard, which was in tho 
CoUcfe of the Jesuiu of Bruges, aiiaures ua 
that nothing la known nhout ita writer, ex- 
0^ that he wrotf Adcernu Valdentiunl 
ttftam: certainly nothing is eaid of any 
lUHieation to any Pope Laeiua, cither hy 
Oretier or bj Ibe eame Abbot Bernard. 
Snd, Became the aamo Orcfier baa in tho 
niaipn of his pabiicalion, in the BibliothGca 
PP.TOl. XXT. p. 1686 (quoted also by Mo- 
ite saying that it wna Lucius the 
Third (not Lucius the Second) who con- 
~ the Waldensea. 3rdly, Because it 




is clearly proved that the Waldcnsea, under 
the ruime of Paiiperei de Lugduno, were 
really coadonined by the aame Lucius the 
Third, at a Coimcil held in Verana in 1181 
(aee aboTe, Section IIL p. 16, and Bacr. 
Concil. NoTB ot amplisa. coliecdo, torn. nil. 
Venetiis, 1774). 

The documents 1 am publishing speak for 
thcmsclve*, and disprove most absolutely 
the unfounded assertion that the Waldonaian 
sect and the name of Waldenaea, or Wal- 
lensea, was known before the tiniu of Peter, 
the rich mercbaat of Ljodh ; and. therefore, 
then- is no need to refute all the particular 
assertiouB put forward by many, althougli 
clover, yet prejudiced wrilera. I hsTC men- 
tioned bore thia misatatemcnt of Klonaatier, 
in order to shov the Immcd reader what 
kind of ridiculous aasertiong are published 
by thoac who impoacupon the public through 
party spirit. 
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The above-mentioned passages of the two copies of *'La 
Nobis Ley9on " are exhibited at the first page of this book, 
both for the fuller satisfaction of the learned reader and 
for a visible evidence of what has been said. 




Part the Second. 

ON THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE 

WALDENSES. 



Section I. 



CHARACTER OF JOHN LEQER. 




Set ua begin this Second Part by endeavouring 
to give the real character of John Leger, the 
I famous historian of the Vaudois, in order to 
. put the reader on his guard about his reports. 
Samuel Guishernon, a writer much respected for his accu- 
racy, and a contemporary of Lcger, in his History ("His- 
toire Genealogique de la Royal Maison de Savoje, juatifife pw 
titres, manuscripts, ancients monuments et autres prouves 
autentiques." Lyon, 1660), at pp. 1013 and 1014 writes 
thus: "The minister Leger (John), the nephew of that 
(Antony) who was condemned to death and retired to 
Geneve, is a man of malicious and tumultuous spirit, full of 
spite and rancour. He, through his secret agents in Geneve, 
Switzerland, France, Holland, England, Germany and the 
Northern provinces, spread the report that his Royal High- 
ness, the Sovereign of Piemont, attempted to destroy their 
Jerusalem (he calls thus the valleys of Lucerna, Angrogna, 
&c.). He exaggerated the origin of those poor despised 
descendants from the Vaiidois, or Poor of Lyons, . . . and 
endeavoured to engage in their behalf all the new religions 
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in any way connected with them. He forged tales of 
cruelties so unheard of and extraordinary, that they would 
hardly be perpetrated by barbarians ; asserting that it is as 
true as the Gospel, that they have been practised in their 
valleys by the soldiers of H. R. H. to such an extremity, 
that by order of the Marquis de Pianezza, the executioner 
cut so many throats that the blood of the murdered people 
ran through the streets of La Torre. . . . Wtnie the truth is 
this, that, during the war, two persons only were executed 
by the sentence of Senator Parrachin. This trumpet of 
sedition published besides, that new kinds of torments were 
then invented; that little infants were devoured, and the 
brains of the murdered eaten, that the persecution of Dio- 
cletianus against the Christians was milder than that prac- 
tised against the inhabitants of the valleys. And though the 
author of all these calumnies had a very bad repute amongst 
his own people, yet they created so strong an impression 
upon the spirits of the people abroad, that a great sympathy 
towards the inhabitants of the valleys was excited, and a 
great indignation against the Sovereign of Piemont roused. 
Collections were made in their behalf: and in England alone 
more than a million of francs^ were gathered; out of which 
the Minister Leger and his agents received the principal 
benefit ; from whence a dissension afterwards grew amongst 
them. Thence it followed that Cromwell sent Morland to 
the Sovereign of Piemont," &c. 

Let us see now what is said about John Leger, by the 
author of the manuscript ("Histoire veritable"). He thus 
speaks of him (p, 762): "John Leger has filled his large 
volume with calumnies and falsehoods and fables cunningly 
invented. There is no doubt that his uncle Antony was 
condemned to death for his crime of rebellion, as it is said 
in the sentence which I have read. Whilst the Govemor- 



^ Samuel Morland (Thurioe State Papers, that occasion for the Waldenses; and in 
?ol. ir. p. 280, London, 1742) speaks of another letter he mentions £500 more, 
seven thousand pounds giren in EngUnd on 
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general of H.R. H. was the chief Magistrate of the valleys, 
and the Counts also represented there the Sovereign, Antony 
Leger, by his own authority, made himself the master and 
supreme ruler over all the people, and kept the valleys in 
an open rebeUion against the orders of Amadeus I. and of 
Mary Christina the Regent in the year 1637. (Pp. 783, 784, 
785.) And yet John Leger at page 70 of his volume assures 
his readers, with impudence, that his imcle Antony was 
condemned to death after his having been faithful to his 
Prince in the time of revolution." 

"The Regent Mary Christina on the 16 April 1642 
issued this order : ' That when any inhabitant of the valleys 
should become a Catholic, the royal treasurers and re- 
ceivers of the revenues should pay to the Waldensian com- 
mons all the same sums which the convert was used to pay 
to them.' " 

The following are the very words of the order (p. 816) :♦ 
" In order that this conversion may remain within the limits 
of a mere and simple favour, so that nobody be damaged, 
we command that the treasurers and the revenue officers 
who are now and shall be for the time being, and that all 
others to whom shall befit, should accept and make a return 
of money to the tax gatherers of the (Waldensian) commu* 
nities, to the amount of all the impositions and charges due 
by each one of the converts, as if they by themselves should 
pay the amoimt in cash." 

Now John Leger has printed (l. c.) the falsehood that 
Christina obliged the Waldenses, who remained heretics, to 
pay to her treasures all the charges from which the new 
converts to Catholicity were exonerated. Which falsehood 



* AjffincM questa cowversione resti ne' auai termini di pwra e mera graziOf 
di modo che nesstmo ne senta pregiudizio ; ardmiamo che i tesori&ri e rice-> 
vitori presenH e d^owvenire^ e a chi sa/rd, eapediente^ di accettcure e rimettere 
agli esattari delle camimitdj come se le pctgassero in conta/ntij le somme a 
che ascendercmno gVinvpoati e ca/richi tuddetH di cadomno di esn (ccm- 
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was also printed before by Moriand (p. 274); in accordance 
(I believe) with the deceitful instructions of the same Leger, 
or of his uncle Antony ; in these words : " Although the 
mystery of all this is . . . that those burdens which are 
taken off the shoulders of the revolters, should be laid 
upon the backs of those who persevere in the true religion, 
the better to break and destroy them.*' 

The reader will remember all the misstatements of J. 
Leger, which have been pointed out in the first part, in 
relation to the authorities of Reinerius Sacco, Pilichdorff, 
Champion, Arch. Seyssell, Rorengo, Belvedere, &c., distorted 
by him, and made to say the very contrary to their plain 
and natural meaning ; and also his having given false dates 
to the old Waldensian manuscripts, &c. ; and judge that it 
is right to apply to him that saying of Luther, reported by 
Rorengo ("Esame," &c. p. 37): "Qm semel mentitur ex 
Deo non est^ et in omnibus suspectus hahetury 

I will conclude this paragraph with another very striking 
document bearing on John Leger's character. Amongst the 
Miscellanea Patria of the King's library of Turin I have 
read a darkened printed paper of the year 1662, of which I 
here subjoin the extract, and a literal translation of the 
principal part. " The delegates of H. R. !!• in criminal 
causes in the valleys of Lucema, St. Martino and Perosa, 
against John Leger, Minister, bom in the Valley of St. 
Martino, declare : That the third summons has been sent to 
the Minister John Legero to appear, in order to make his 
defence in relation to the many atrocious crimes, not con- 
cerning Religious matters, but of high treason against men, 
imputed to him. Namely, for many murders committed by 
his order or with his consent; comprising the murder of 
his servant, to conceal his having got her with child, and so 
not to lose his ministry; and for his having enrolled, and 
paid with money usurped from the commons, brigands, 
authors of misdeeds both against those of his own religion 
and creed, and against the representatives of the King, &c., 
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&c. ^' That, as he did not appear under the security offered 
to him, to make his defences, a trial has been instituted, 
and he has been judged guilty of high treason against men 
for crimes committed by him from the beginning of the year 
sixteen hundred and fifty-six and since ; crimes which do not 
relate to matters of Religion : and being guilty, he deserves 
to be condemned, as now he is condemned to be exiled for 
ever, and to have his goods confiscated; and if he should 
come into the hands of justice, to be publicly himg till his 
soul be separated from his body : then his body to be left 
hanging by one foot for twenty-four hours ; after which it is 
ordered that his head be separated from his body, and ex- 
posed in the square of St. John, in the valley of Lucema, 
upon the infamous column." The sentence was confirmed 
by the Senate with the following words : ♦ "By public decree 
of this Senate to be engraved on stone tables, we determine 
that the sentence now recited, and justly pronounced against 
the abominable John Legero, guilty of high treason of the 
first order relating men, be put into execution. The year 
sixteen himdred and sixty-two." 

This will be enough for the present to show what reliance 
is to be placed on the assertions of the celebrated historian 
of the Waldensian churches of Piemont. 



Section II. 

THE CONDUCT OP THE WALDENSES IN PIEMONT. 

'HE true history of the conduct of the Waldenses 
in Piemont wiU show that the reason of their 
having been pffcen punished was not precisely 
their religion ; it was their breaking the laws of the country. 

* BentenUwm max reoitaicmi et in nefomdwm Joavmem Legerum, tanquami 
LiJum Mc^esioHa hutncMOB in primo capite revm, juste prolatamy execuiioni 
dmnandcmdam essej publico Senaiua Consulto lapideis tabtdis consignando^ 
U 1662. 
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We repeatedly read of the poor Waldenses being persecuted 
as well by the rigorous Inquisition, between the years 1206 
and 1228, as by the Piemontese Sovereigns; as, for example, 
in 1400, when, in the depth of winter, they were forced to 
fly to the mountains, and four score of them were frozen to 
death; and also by the sentence of the justices condemning 
them to be burnt to death, as was particularly done in De- 
cember 1475 in Susa, and in Turin, &c. Without denying 
similar facts, which, however, have been often much exag- 
gerated, I think we may trace the reason of this hard 
treatment by examining old documents. I begin with a 
letter of Pope Innocent VIII. dated May 1487, and printed 
by Morland himself (p. 199): by which the Pontiff autho- 
rized the Archdeacon of Cremona, Albert de Capitaneis, to 
proceed against the heretics, and to invoke also, if necessary, 
the assistance of the armed hands of the civil power. " The 
heretics," the Pope says,* "have endeavoured to draw the 
faithful into their errors, have despised the censures of the 
Church, robbed the goods, and destroyed the house of the 
Inquisitor, killed his servant, made war against their tem- 
poral Masters, and committed a great many other like 
abominations." No wonder, then, if the Waldenses, being so 
guilty, were punished with such exemplary rigour. 

I continue with the MS. of Vegezzi, founded upon the 
Piemontese annals : " In the year 1535, Francis I. King of 
France, occupied with his army the state of Piemont. The 
Waldenses, on this occasion, springing out of the limits pre- 
scribed to them, sword in hand, invaded the neighbouring 
places, pillaging the castles and woimding the people of the 
feudatories. At this time Francis was using all means to 
destroy the Huguenots in his kingdom; and he issued an 



♦ Alios ChrisUfideles in eosdem errores protraTiere^ Oensvrcu vUipendere^ 
domum hdbUatiorns egusdem {InqtUsHoris) avbveriere^ et qtuB in ea erani 
bona dirvpere et deruba/re ; egusdem Inqtdtitoris fammlimi interficere ; cer» 
ia/mefih hostUi modo inire^ Ulorwm Dominis temporalibvLS resisterey . . . if^nita 
qtu)qtie cUia deteatabilia ac abhorrenda fadnora perpetrate veriti nonfuerwU, 
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order that the Parliament of Turin should also persecute 
the Waldenses. And on this occasion more than one of 
them was burnt, according to the barbarous laws of the 
time, in the public squares. AAer the death of King 
Francis and the peace of Cambresis (3 April 1559), Em- 
manuel Filibertus was restored to his states. He intended 
to clear his dominion from the heretics, and expelled the 
Waldenses from the places occupied by them out of their 
limits: and perhaps he might have cast them out of the 
valleys altogether, had they not been strengthened by a 
body of French sectarians. Though now left unmolested 
the Waldenses rose again after a short time, and, guided by 
their heretic minister, and helped by four hundred armed 
Frenchmen, fought against the castles of Filibertus. After 
many battles, the Coimt of Trinity conquered them. And 
also on this occasion many executions took place." 

Now we shall read the author of the "Veritable Histoire" 
(p. 614): "About 1575 the Waldenses again offended against 
the laws of their Sovereign. The Parish Priest of La Torre, 
named Braide, was murdered by them in his own house. 
They had already denied him the necessaries of life in order 
to compel him to go away, which he, faithful to his obliga- 
tions, had refused to do." (P. 615.) " The Parish Priest of 
Dublon, who, by his good example and zeal, intended to 
keep his Catholic flock in their faith, was also murdered by 
them while exercising his pastoral duties in a poor house. 
The same Waldenses plotted to kill other zealous Priests 
attending to the spiritual welfare of their Catholics. A 
layman, named Vincent Buriasco, a fervent Catholic, who 
was with the Priests, informed them of the plot in good 
time, and the Priests were saved. The sectarians, finding 
that their project was baffled through him, took their ven- 
geance and killed poor Buriasco ^instead. The heretics, 
being unsuccessful in their design of killing Andrew Tos- 
cani, a notary who lodged the Duke's soldiers in his own 
house, after the departure of the soldiers, entered into his 

F 
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house, plundered it, and killed the women found there. As 
it was then time of war, no punishment was inflicted on the 
murderers, and, in consequence, they grew every day more' 
and more daring in their misdeeds. They robbed the altars, 
burnt on them the most Holy Sacrament and the images of 
the Saints, and (except in Lucema) hindered the performance 
and celebration of the Holy Mysteries throughout the valleys 
in which they were simply tolerated." (P. 617.) "All these 
bad actions, and a great many more crimes, too long to be 
enumerated, had been perpetrated by the Waldenses during 
the space of thirty years, till 1600, without being duly 
punished, on account of the continual wars of the time. 
We can state with certainty that, in the said period, through 
the treachery and restless violence of the heretic ministers, 
and of their Waldenses, who already had become Calvinists, 
several hundred persons perished in the valleys by violent 
deaths." (P. 618.) "After this, it cannot be surprising if an 
order was published by the Duke obliging the Protestants 
to retire within five days into the limits already assigned to 
them, or to abjure their errors in case that they chose to 
remain out of their limits amongst Catholics." (Pp. 619, 
620.) "As the order was not obeyed in any way, and the 
Calvinist ministers continued their persecutions against the 
Catholic Priests who were sent to them, the Duke then 
issued another order, not unjust, but yet more rigorous and 
more strictly binding." (P. 755.) "Victorius Amedeus I. 
died of a violent illness, and Princess Mary Christina, his 
wife, obtained the Regency of the State. She published a 
new decree (the 19th October 1637) against the ever-dis- 
obedient Waldenses, requiring them to retire within their 
limits in the valleys, according to decrees already published : 
the order to be executed within three days' time, under 
the threatened penalties. The 9th of November following, 
the order was renewed. Nevertheless, the people of the 
valleys continued in their disobedience, nay, sword in 
hand, stood against the Princess. Antony Leger, the 
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uncle of John Leger, the false historian of the valleys, was 
their leader." 

(P. 797.) "It is to be remarked that there were, from 
the ancient times, Catholic Churches in the valleys, and John 
Leger himself allows it in some parts of his volume, though 
in other places he denies it, in accordance with his fashion 
of contradicting himself. In our time also {at the latter part 
of the seventeenth century) the miserable ruins of those old 
buildings may be seen. They were consecrated to our Lord 
with the names of the Saints, after whom they were named, 
as to our powerful intercessors with God and with His only 
Mediator Jesus Christ. It is also to be remarked that the 
sectarians demolished them, for the most part, after the year 
1550, as up to that time the said Churches were still stand- 
ing. And this act of impiety was executed with the help 
of foreign armies in time of war, when parish Priests, 
Priors, Religious men, and Clergy were cast out of them. 
Besides, it is not to be forgotten that the Waldenses, in 
order to obtain pardon for having so destroyed the Churches, 
entered into an obligation with their Sovereign to rebuild 
them at their own expense." 

I conclude this section by observing that more than 
once the Waldenses confessed that they had been guilty of 
grievous crimes. Among the documents, by which this 
observation may be proved, I choose the following peti- 
tion, signed by twenty-four Waldensian deputies, with the 
rescript of their Prince. 

(P. 516.)* "Our most Serene Lord and Prince. Your 
poor and most humble subjects of the Valleys della Perosa, 
Lucerna, Angrogna, Roccapiatta, San Bartolomeo, and Prk 
Rustino, approach with very deep respect to humble our- 
selves at the feet of your most Serene Highness, and to beg 



• Serenissimo Signore e Principe Nosiro, 
Li 8uai poveri ed wfnUissvmi sudditi deUe vcdli della Perosa^ Lucemck, 
Angrogna^ JRoccapuUia^ 8a/n Bartolomeo e Prd BusUno, vengono con ogni 
riverenza ad umillarsi aipiedi diV.A. Serenissvma tutti a chiederli perdono 
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pardon with halters on our necks, supplicating that you be 
pleased to show your usual benignity and mercy towards 
us, and that you would not keep before your eyes our great 
faults and our great misdeeds, because we have not kept that 
loyalty which was due to you from t/5, who are your most 
humble subjects and servants," &c. 

(P. 638.) The rescript, dated 21st November 1694, con- 
tains the following expressions : 

* '^ Both for having taken arms against His Highness, and 
for having caused many damages, many destructions, and 
conflagrations, both in particular and in general, both against 
His Highness and against His Ministers and other particular 
persons of the State," &c. 




Section III. 

SKETCH OF EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE SUPPOSED 
WALDENSIAN MASSACRE OF 1655. 

EFORE entering into the particular accounts re- 
lating the catalogue of the supposed barbarous 
murders described by John Leger, I think it ad- 
visable to recall to the reader's mind the substance of the 
general facts connected with the said particular details. 
Finding these facts faithfully reported by Lingard ("History 
of England," vol. xi. chap, i.), I will endeavour to give here 
his narrative, as shortly as possible, in his own words. 

" The Duke of Savoy often confirmed to the native Wal- 



col laccic cd collo ; suppliccmdola di volere usare delta solita benignitd e 
demenza sua verso not, e non rUgua/rdwre ai gra/nfcdli e ma/ncwme^iti nosiri 
in non avere osservata quellafedeltd che gli devevcumo^ come umilissimi sjid- 
diti e servitorl suoi^ etc, etc, 

♦ 81 per aver tolto le armi contro sua Altezza, qucmto per aver commessi 
molti dam>n{, molte ruine e ince^idii si in particola/re quanio in generaley e 
tanto contro Sua Altezza qiuuiito sum Signori Ministri e altri paHicolari 
dello Staio. 21 Novembre, 1594. 
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(lenses the free exercise of their Religion, on condition that 
they should confine themselves within their ancient limits. 
Complaints were made that several of them had formed 
settlements and established their worship without their 
borders. The Court of Turin referred the decision of the 
dispute to the civilian Andrea Gastaldo. After a long and 
patient hearing, he pronounced a definitive judgment, that 
Lucema and some other places lay without the original 
boundaries, and that the intruders should withdraw, under 
the penalties of forfeiture and death. Permission, however, 
was given to them to sell for their own profit the lands 
which they had planted. At first they submitted sullenly 
and sent deputies to Turin to remonstrate. But a few days - 
afterwai'ds a fast was proclaimed ; their ministers excommu- 
nicated every individual who should sell his lands in the 
disputed territory. The natives of the French valleys 
united with the natives of those belonging to the Duke of 
Savoy, bound themselves by au oath to stand by each other 
in their common defence : and messages were despatched to 
solicit aid from Geneva and the other Protestant cantons of 
Switzerland. The Marquis Pianezze, the chief minister of 
the Duke, alarmed by the intelligence, marched from Turin 
with an armed force to suppress the nascent confederacy: 
reduced La Torre, where the insurgents had a garrison of 
six hundred men, offered pardon to all who should submit, 
and fixed his quarters in Bobbio, VUlar, and lower An- 
grogna. The insurgents promised that the soldiers should 
be peaceably received. But the Duke's soldiers found the 
bare walls, the iuhabitants having already retired to the 
mountains with their cattle and provisions. Quarrels ensued 
between the parties, and the desire of vengeance provoked a 
war of extermination. But the military were in general 
successful. 

" Accounts teeming with exaggerations and improbabilities 
were transmitted to the different Protestant states. The 
Duke of Savoy was represented as a bigoted and intolerant 
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prince, the Vaudois as an innocent race, whose only crime 
was their attachment to the reformed faith. The Protestant 
powers were implored to assume their defence; pecuniary 
contributions were called for to save from destruction by 
famine the remnant which had escaped the edge of the 
sword. In England the cause was advocated in print and 
from the pulpit ; a solemn fast was kept, and the passions of 
the people were roused to enthusiasm. The ministers in a 
body waited on Cromwell to recommend the Vaudois to his 
protection. And he first, through Stouppe, the minister of 
the French Church in London, offered them his support, 
and to transplant them to Ireland.*^ The first was accepted, 
the other declined. Next, he solicited the King of France 
to join with him in mediating for them, and received in 
answer that Louis had already interposed his good offices, 
and expected a favourable result : and, lastly, he sent Mor- 
land as ambassador to Turin, where he was honourably re- 
ceived and entertained at the Duke's expense. It was in 
August in the year 1655 when Morland was authorized to 
announce that the Duke, at the request of the King of France, 
had granted an amnesty to the Vaudois, and confirmed their 
ancient privileges; that the boon had been gratefully re- 
ceived by the insurgents ; and the natives of the valleys, 
Protestant and Catholic, had met, embraced each other with 
tears, and sworn to live in perpetual amity together." 

I conclude this true sketch of facts related by Lingard, by 
transcribing a document from the papers of Thurloe, the sec- 
retary of Cromwell, given by the same author in a foot-note. 
It relates to the supposition that a regiment of Irish Papists, 
commanded by Prince Thomas of Savoy, was with Pianezza : 
and to them were attributed, of course, the most horrible 



^' Amon^t the State Papers of Thurloe 
quoted above, there arc (vol. iii. pp. 459-461) 
extracts of letters written to Stouppe by 
Mr. Legcr (Antony, the uncle of Jolin, see 
the first section of this part) : in which the 
fact is confirmed that his highness, the I^rd 
Protector, bad really oflered to yire in Ire- 



land gome lands to the poor exiled ; and that 
the Waldensian Ministers did not accept the 
ofierinif on the ground that they ought not 
to forsake those churches, which can prove 
their succession from the time of the Apostles, 
&c. We hare shown the falsehood of this 
last assertion in the first part. 
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barbarities. On inquiry, it was discovered that these sup- 
posed Irishmen were English (Thurioe, paper iii. 50) : "The 
Irish regiment, said to be there, was the Earl of Bristol's 
regiment, a small and weak one, most of them being Eng- 
lish. I hear not such complaints of them as you set forth." 




Section IV. 

THE PAKTICULAR MURDERS OF THE YEAR 1656 DESCRIBED 
BY LEGER, CONFRONTED WITH THE LEGAL STATEMENTS 
OF THE SAME FACTS. 

iN accordance with the statement of the often- 
quoted manuscript, " Histoire Veritable des Vau- 
dois," I will now relate the true details of the 
supposed cruel Waldensian massacre of the year 1655, 
described by John Leger (Uv. ii. chap, ix.), and shamefully 
misrepresented by him, with indecent engraved figures : the 
very identical engravings and descriptions published more 
than twenty years before in Morland's history, which, as we 
have before said, there is every reason to think, is almost 
entirely an inspiration of the same Leger, and may be 
reckoned to be his first edition. 

Leger says, first (l. c), that "the particulars of the 
massacre have been confirmed through the evidence of 
more than 150 persons of irreproachable honesty and cre- 
dibility, who made their depositions at the office of two 
notaries, Bianchi and Mondonis." (MS. pp. 182-184.) "We 
may forgive John Leger for not mentioning the names 
of these 150 respectable persons ; it would have made his 
volume too thick. Nevertheless, we are entitled to know 
that their evidences were given at the office of persons to 
be trusted. Unhappily for Leger, this is not the case. The 
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notary Bianchi was his right hand in every bad enterprise, 
and a criminal on account of his misdeeds, and therefore 
condemned to death by public sentence the 23rd May, 1665. 
Mondone was not a notary in the year 1656, when it is sup- 
posed that the depositions were made. Mondone obtained 
the oflSce of notary four years afterwards, in 1659; and, 
besides, in 1663 and 1664, he declared that he had received 
no depositions of the kind. This fact of the two notaries of 
Leger is enough by itself to prove in general that the mas- 
sacres detailed by him are not authentic." {See Art. I. of 
this part.) 

As Leger says that he gave the original of the deposi- 
tions, signed by the notaries Bianchi and Mondone, to 
Samuel Morland, the Commissary of Cromwell in Italy, 
and that he (Leger) published the same depositions, trans- 
lated from an Italian copy kept by himself ; * the intelligent 
reader will understand that the narrative of these facts, 
published by Morland more than twenty years previously 
to the publication of Leger's, is really the fictitious narra- 
tive of Leger himself ; and that the manuscript of the depo- 
sitions, placed by Sir Samuel Morland in the Cambridge 
Library, is the original manuscript of the fictitious narrative 
given by Leger to Morland. 

We will now examine the particular stories. To avoid 
confusion, the matter will be divided into two columns. 
That at the left of the reader containing the assertions of 
Leger, that at the right giving the true statement of the 
facts which Leger has distorted. 

♦ (niatoire, Part ii. pp. 116, 117.) " /'en ay remU Vorigiiwl eigne des 
Notaires Biaiichi et Mondonis entre lea mains ds Monseur Morla/nd^ com- 
missaire extraordlnavre du Mon Lord Protecteur de la Gra/nde Bretagne, 
comme il lo confesse mi 6 CJia^ntre du second livre de son histoire ; me con- 
tentant d^en avoir conserve la fdele copie, Voici done le contenu des ««- 
dits dejfositions fulel^tient tradiiit de Vltalia/iiy 
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John Leger*8 Assertions a/nd 
Representations, 

Sara Rostagnol is described as 
tormented, having her belly cut 
open, because she refused to invoke 
the Virgin Mary ; at last beheaded 
by a soldier. 



The true legal Statements, 

(MS. p. 1085.) 

Sara Rostagnol was stabbed twice 
and wounded grievously in the head, 
while she was handing weapons to 
the rebels. No other injury. And 
she died afterwards in a place called 
La Maddalena delle Vigne, as is 
deposed by six persons of her own 
religion : — 
David Allieta, David Graimer, 
James Chiarer, Joseph Grespin, 
Daniel Pavarin, James Berger, 
the 16th February, 18th and 19th 
March, 1674, at the office of Bou- 
diQo, a notary of known respecta- 
bility, and esteemed also by the 
Vaudois. 



Martha Costantina, wife of James 
Barrel, had her belly ripped open ; 
her private parts and breasts cut 
out, which the Duke's soldiers 
cooked, made a stew of them, and 
then eat them. 



Martha Costantina, wife of Bar- 
rel, died before the year 1655, as is 
proved at the office of Baudiao by 
six of her own religion : 
David Allieta, David Graimer, 
John Rossel, John H. Allier, 

Antony Prasciut, Daniel Massen, 
the 15th February^ and 3rd, 6th, 
28th March, 1674. 



James Michelin, of Bobbio, a Gen- 
tleman, stabbed in his feet, hand, 
and ears ; his private parts cut off, 
and a lighted candle put to the 
wound; the nails extracted with 
pincers, and his head bound with 
cords so tightly as to force his eyes 
out of their sockets, and his brains 
out of his head : and all these tor- 
ments were inflicted on him in order 
to oblige him to abjure his religion. 



(MS. p. 1086.) 

James Miohelin, of Bobbio, aValet, 
not a Grentleman, bom in Frassinier, 
was simply wounded in one of the 
combats of 1655, and then carried 
to Dauphiny : he seven years after- 
wards was seen in good health in 
the valley of Lucema, as is con- 
firmed at the office of Baudiao, the 
23rd December, 1673, by John 
Michelin, a Vaudois of Bobbio, 
having his dwelling-house at Yillar ; 
and also by John Martinet, of Bob- 
bio, a catholic, at the office of Simon- 
dettif a notary, the 10th March the 
same year. 
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John Leger*8 Assertions amd 
Representations. 

An old man precipitated from a 
very high rock. 



The true Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1086.) 

Abont the supposed old man so 
precipitated, as Leger tells ns that 
he himself is the only witness of 
this incredible fact, there is no need 
of any proof to contradict it. 



Isaias Grand of Angrogna, ninety 
years of age, beheaded, and then 
cnt into pieces; his bowels spread 
on the streets, and his limbs hung 
on trees. 



(MS. p. 1087.) 

No man named Isaias Grand ex- 
isted in Angrogna at that time, or 
long before that time. This is 
proved by the depositions of Jovenal 
Jacoma, of La Torre, of John Ytalliet 
and Antony Presciut, of Angrogna, 
made on the 1st February, and Srd 
and 6th March, 1674, at the Bau- 
dino's office : and of Michael Gonin, 
of St. Giovanni, made on the 28th 
March, 1674, at the office of Simon- 
detti. 



The wife of Daniel Armand also 
cruelly tormented. 



The wife of Daniel Armand was 
simply killed through a stab, in a 
place called Cogno, while she was 
handing arms to the rebels fighting 
against the Duke's soldiers. 

Moyses Yiaimor, Antony Simond, 
James Ghabriel, and Peter Nicollet, 
of La Torre, confirmed this &ct at 
the office of Baudino the 1st February 
and the 5th, 6th March ; and the 
same was done by David Dalmezzo, 
of Yillar, at the office of Simondetti, 
the 10th March, 1674. 

(The names of all the witnesses 
are always given in the MS., but I 
intend to omit them on the follow- 
ing depositions, both for brevity 
and not to weary the reader.) 
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John Leger's Assertions and 
Representations. 

Two women, at a place called La 
Sarsena had their bellies ripped 
open, and their bowels thrown ont, 
by Panl de Penealier, a captain, the 
22nd April, 1655. 



The true Legal Statemefits, 

(MS. p. 1087.) 

There are depositions of five wit- 
nesses, all Yandois, made at the 
Bandino's office, dated the 9th and 
20th Febmary, and the 5th and 6th 
March, 1674, stating that no woman 
was killed at that time at the Sar- 
sena; and that Captain Panl de 
Penealier was not seen in the men- 
tioned place during the whole of the 
year 1655, 

There is besides one deposition 
at the same office, dated the 6th 
March, 1674, saying that some wo- 
man fell into a precipice near La 
Sarsena, and that she was not in- 
jured by any body. 



Maria Raymond, the widow of 
James Ck>in, was found in a cave, 
her bones on one side and her flesh 
picked off on the other side. 



(MS. p. 1088.) 

Unhappily for the calumniator, 
Maria Raymond died many years 
before 1655. Witnesses, three 
Waldenses and two Catholics. The 
depositions at the office of Baudino 
are on the 7th of January, and 2nd, 
6th, and 25th March, 1674. 



"This wicked author'* (says the author of the MS. l. c.) 
*' thus imposes upon the credulity of the Protestant people ; 
and believes that they will be amused with this kind of 
execrable stories. He supposes them to be wild beasts, and 
black souls longing to be nourished with the poison of 
slander." * 



* '* (Test ainsi que cet escrivant scelerat abuse im/pudemnumt de la credidite 
des pewples Protestans qu^il crois prendre plaisir a ce sort des fables execra" 
hies ; les prenans pour bestes et pour des ames nokes qui aiment a se nurrir 
du venin de la medisance,^ 
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John Leger*8 Assertions and 
Bepresentations, 

Magdalen, worn out with age, the 
widow of Peter Pilon, of Villar, was 
fonnd cat into pieces in a cave. 



The true Legal Statements, 

(MS. p. 1088.) 

About this Magdalen, widow of 
Peter Pilon, it has been legally 
proved bj seven witnesses, all Wal- 
denses, in the presence of two no- 
taries, Simondetti and Bandino, thai 
neither such a widow nor svjch a hus- 
hamd were ai amy time at ViUa/r. 
The depositions bear the dates of 
26th December, 1673, 23rd February, 
and 2nd, 6th, 9th, 10th March, 
1674. 



Anna, daughter of John Car- 
bonier, was violated, a pike driven 
through her private parts, and then 
impaled, and raised up and carried 
by the soldiers through the principal 
streets as a sort of cross-standard, 
in order to inspire terror into the 
passengers. 



(MS. p. 1089.) 

This daughter of Carbonier, na- 
turally crippled and stupid, was 
simply found dead in a place called 
La Grand Bu^ without any wound 
or mark of outrage on her body. 
Thus says the deposition of five 
Waldenses at the office of Baudino, 
the 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 9th of March, 
1674. 



The author of the manuscript here reproaches John Leger 
for his shameless indecency and scandalous falsehoods. 



John Leger^s Assertions and 
Bepresentations, 

Many little children tormented, 
lacerated whilst alive, and precipi- 
tated from the top of the rocks. 



The true Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1092.) 

It is proved by five Waldenses 
and by two Catholics, who made their 
depositions the 6th and 9th March, 
1673, and the 7th February, 1674, 
that out of the children of John 
Andrew Michelin, of La Torre, sup- 
posed to be so killed, one died in 
the year 1656, and the other two, a 
male and a female, were still alive 
in 1674. The same is confirmed of 
the other children. 
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John Leger^s Assertions cmd 
Bepresentations. 

James Prin and John Gonnet 
were cruelly tormented in different 
manners, and thus killed. 



The true Legal Statement 

(MS. p. 1092). 

Prin and Gonnet were made pri- 
soners of war, and died natural 
deaths in the prisons of Lucema 
without suffering any torment. The 
evidence at the office of Simondetti 
and Baudino bears the name of three 
Waldenses, the 24th February, the 
10th and 16th March, 1674. The 
same is confirmed by the Marquis 
of Angrogna, who procured for them 
charitable assistance in the prison. 



John Pellanchon tied to the tail 
of a mule, and dragged along, and 
indecently and cruelly tormented. 



(MS. p. 1093.) 

About John Pellanchon, at the 
office of Simondetti, there are the 
depositions of Prior Vallero and of 
David Dalmazzo, a Waldensis, who 
had been present at the fact, and 
ascertained that it is true that an 
insolent soldier had really tied the 
poor Pellanchon to the tail of a 
mule, intending that he be thus 
drawn to Lucema; but Matolles, 
the Commander of the Duke's sol- 
diers, having caused Pellanchon to 
be immediately untied, punished the 
soldier with imprisonment. 



Magdalene Fontaine, only ten 
years old, killed while the brutal 
soldiers attempted to violate her. 



It has been legally proved by the 
evidence of two Waldenses, the 2nd 
and 16th March, 1674, that Magda- 
lene Fontaine was still alive in the 
said year, 1674. 



A mother, flying from the pur- 
suers with her baby on her head, 
left the baby in the snow. Mercier 
Tolosano saw this. The Duke's sol- 
diers cut the poor baby into four 
quarters. 



Through the deposition of two 
Waldenses, 20th February, 1674, it 
is proved that the soldiers had the 
baby carried to the nearest village, 
and she was fed and taken care of 
for many years, tiU she died by 
natural illness in the valley of St. 
Martino. 



78 



ON THE PEB8E0UTI0NS 



John Leger*8 Assertions and 
Representations, 

Another girl, also only ten years 
old, was impaled with a pike by the 
soldiers and then roasted and eaten 
by them. 



The true Legal StcUemenis. 

(MS. p. 1094.) 

Three Waldenses of Bobbio jn- 
ridicallj affirmed, 26th December, 
1673, and 2ath February and 10th 
March, 1674, that the said girl, 
being foolish, concealed herself in 
a heap of bnshes, to which the sol- 
diers, unaware of it, set fire, and 
thus she was burnt accidentally. 



James Michelin, the father of the 
late Minister of Angrogna, and two 
countrymen shamefully bound in 
their private parts, and thus cruelly 
tormented. 



(MS. p. 1095.) 

James Michelin, the fiEither of the 
late Minister, did not suffer any bad 
treatment. He was made a prisoner 
of war in a combat, and died by 
natural illness in the prison of Tn- 
About the two countiymen. 



rm. 



there is nobody who saw or heard 
anything of them. These are the 
legal depositions of five Waldenses 
at the two notaries' offices, 30th De- 
cember, 1673, and 6th, 9th, 10th 
March, 1674, besides other five de- 
positions made by Catholics of Bob- 
bio and of La Torre. 



Jane BosiAgnol, eighty years old, 
murdered by putting out her nose, 
ears, and all extremities of her body. 



Jane Bostagnol, who was not as 
old as it is said, simply died by a 
gun-shot during a combat near the 
Alp of Crosenna, as was legally 
stated by four Waldenses and by 
two Catholics, the 26th December, 
1673, and the 10th March, 1674. 
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John Leger*8 Assertions and 
Bepresentations, 

Manj persons, as Daniel Salvajot, 
Lonis Tomo, Bartholomj Dnrand, 
were dreadfally killed by having 
gunpowder pnt into their ears and 
months, which, on being set fire to, 
blew ont their brains through their 
split heads. 



The true Legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1096.) 

All these are forgeries. Daniel 
Salvajot was killed by a gun-shot 
during the war in a place called La 
Roche de Pacelas. Louis Tumo was 
also killed by a g^un-shot and a stab 
received in an attack at a place 
called Casas de Roras; and the 
same was the fate of Bartholomy 
Durand, at Baumes. None died 
having received any of the forged 
injuries. Three Waldenses of Le 
Yigne, near Roras, affirmed this ju- 
ridically, the 26th February, and 
the 18th and 19th March, 1674. 



Daniel Revel was barbarously 
murdered as the above-named. 



Daniel Revel was dead long before 
the year 1655. Daniel Paradise and 
James Bergier proved this fact in a 
legal deposition the same year, 1674. 



Paul Reinaud was also killed in 
the same cruel manner. 



Four Waldenses legally proved at 
the offices of the often-mentioned 
notaries, the 6th December, 1673, and 
the 9th and 20th February, 1674, that 
Paul Reinaud was found dead after 
a conflagration, probably suffocated 
by the smoke. His body was found 
without any injury on his ears or 
mouth, and only with his beard and 
shirt a little burnt. 



John Rone, a schoolmaster, had 
his nails pulled out with pincers; 
hands, feet and ears perforated in 
many parts ; was asked several times 



(MS. p. 1097.) 

All these cruel details of torments 
are forged by Leger, as is his custom, 
to make the Invocation of Saints and 
the Mass odious to the Protestants, 
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John Leger*8 Assertions cmd 
Bepresentations, 

to invoke the Virgin Mary, and to 
go to Mass, and at each of his re- 
fusals, a piece of his flesh was cut 
off with a knife. 



The true Legal Statements, 

(MS. p. 1097.) 

and to insert false motiTes of Reli- 
gion into the invented cmeltieB. 
Thd fact is simply this, that Bone 
was made prisoner of war, and 
ordered to be transported to Lu- 
cema. But he resisted the soldiers 
with all his might, and one of them 
shot him dead with a pistol. This 
has been juridically confirmed by 
the Prior, Michael Angel Ghkllina, 
and by the Signori Benettino and 
Vocero, all men of honour, and as 
such respected by the Waldenses of 
Lucema themselTCs. 



Paul (3amier, of Roras, had his 
eyes forced out of his head, his pH- 
Tate parts cut off and put into his 
mouth ; then he was skinned alive, 
and left so to die; while his skin, 
cut into pieces, was hung at four 
windows of the best houses of Lu- 
cema. 



There is a juridical statement of 
eight Waldenses, named in the MS. 
bearing the dates of 25th, 26th, 28th 
February, and 6th, 18th, 19th, 28th 
March, 1674, asserting unanimously 
that Paul Gamier was killed by a 
gun-shot while he was assaulting 
the town of Lucema with his com- 
panions ; and that, after the brigands 
were driven back, Joseph Baptist 
Bianco, a Catholic, attended to the 
burial of his body. 



Daniel Garden, of Roccapiatta, 
was beheaded, his brains thrown out 
of the skull and eaten by the soldiers, 
and his heart devoured by them. 



(MS. p. 1098.) 

The only truth about Daniel Gar- 
don, of Roccapiatta, is that the sol- 
diers of the Duke shot him dead 
whilst he was fighting with rebels 
against them, near the temple of 
Roccapiatta. He had no other injury, 
and was buried by his own people 
after the combat. This is the legal 
deposition made by five of his own 
companions, the 9th and 28th Feb- 
ruary, and 6th, 10th, 28th March, 
1674. 
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John Leger*8 Assertions cmd 
BepresefUaiions, 
Margaret Revel, called La Car- 
tara was burnt by the Duke's soldiers 
at Le Vigpie, and so they also served 
Mary Praviglielmo. The wife of 
Mathew GKordano is quoted as the 
eye witness of the fact. 



The widow of John Hngon, in- 
firm and bedridden for three years, 
was carried to La Torre on a cart, 
wounded with the sharp end of hal- 
berds, stoned and drowned in the 
river Angrogna. 



P. Gilles, of Ija Torre, wounded 
by a gun-shot, had his nose cut off 
and his face scarified, and left thus 
to die. 



TJie true Legal Statements. 
(MS. p. 1099.) 

Margaret Revel was burnt to 
death, not by the soldiers, but acci- 
dentally ; not at Le Vigne, but at a 
place called Li Ronchi, near the farm 
of Antony Prasciuto, where she had 
concealed herself, without it being 
known by anybody. Mary Pravig- 
lielmo died a natural death in a 
place called Rocca Cordera. The 
wife of Mathew GKordano, quoted 
as an eye witness, was dead and 
buried long before the year 1655. 
Thus it is stated by three Waldenses 
in their depositions at the two no- 
taries', 30th December, 1673, and 
28th February and 28th March, 
1674. 

Four Waldenses, the 6th and 10th 
March, 1674, made their legal state- 
ment to this effect : that the widow 
of John Hugon, who was not, in fact, 
infirm, was killed through being 
stabbed twice by the soldiers, while 
she was helping the rebels during 
an attack on a place called "La 
Gran Rui." 

(MS. p. 1100.) 

It is not stated by Leger whether 
this P. Gilles was named Peter or 
Paul. However, the falsehood of 
the assertion is proved by the legal 
evidence of three Waldenses, of La 
Torre, and of others, as it appears 
from the registers of the 9th, 24th, 
and 28th February, and 6th and 
10th May, 1674. The statements 
say, that no man named Faul Gilles 
was ever known at La Torre ; and 
that there have been known two 
Gilles named Peter: the one died 
before the year 1655, and the other 
died some years after the said date. 
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John Leger'a Assertions amd 
B epresentations. 

At Gracillane, a place at the bot- 
tom of the valley of Lncema, a great 
many poor Waldenses were yiolently 
cast into an oven already made hot, 
and ready to bake bread. They were 
all forced into the oven and roasted 
alive. Some Catholics were wit- 
nesses. 



The true Legal Statements, 
(MS. p. 1100). 

The whole of the account about 
the fnmace of Gracillane, both in its 
substance and in its circumstances, 
is another solemn falsehood of a 
man of unblushing efirontery, as is 
proved at the office of the two nota- 
ries, by the deposition of eleven per- 
sons of the same place. 

"It would be too long and tedious to continue relating 
all the legal evidences registered against the forged ac- 
counts of John Leger. It will be enough to say, that we 
are ready to show them to any person who should be doubt- 
ful of their genuineness.* Yet, before concluding this argu- 
ment, we shall touch cursorily some of the other facts 
misrepresented by J. Leger. 

"John Baptist Andr6 died before the year 1655 (Deposi- 
tion, Febr. and March the 7th, 1674), and it is said that he 
was cut in pieces in the said year 1655. 

" (MS. p. 1102.) Michael Bella, said to have had his head 
rooted out from his shoulders in 1655, was still alive in 
1656. (Deposition of five Waldenses, Febr. and March, 
1674.) 

" Daniel Pellene, said to have been ignominiously carried 
to Angrogna by the Catholics ; he was really so carried, not 
by the Catholic soldiers, but by his own Waldenses, in order 
to get his money. (Deposition, Febr. and March, 1674, ten 
witnesses. ) 

" About Michael Perisa, said to have been beheaded at 
Cavour the same year, 1655, it is proved that there were 
two men of this name, one died before the said year, the 
other was still alive in 1674. (Depos. 1674.) 

" John Donna, Leger said to have been burnt alive. Seven 



• (MS. p. 1101.) "Je ne laisse pas de conserver les pieces originates qid 
justifiant incontesidblement lafaussetS des massacres particuliers, quHldeorii 
ti au long dans ces rolles. Elles satisferont ce^cx a qui U prendroit envie de 
s'en eclarcir. 



OF TEE WALDEN8E8. 83 

witnesses stated legally that there were three persons of 
this name. The first, wounded in a combat at San John, 
died of the wound at Angrogna. The second died in 1661, 
after having been stabbed twice in his belly by another 
Waldensis, and the third died in 1663 in the moimtain of 
Rubbian. 

" It is said that the wife of Paul Chevet was beheaded in 
the year 1655, and it is proved that she was dead some years 
previous to that time. (Depos. 1674, four witnesses.) 

"Joseph Claret, who while with the brigands trying to 
take Lucerna by assault, died of a gun-shot, without sujffer- 
ing any other injury, as is confirmed by eight witnesses ; is 
yet described by Leger as having his belly ripped open, in 
order to take ojQT his fat before his death. 

"Mary Paul also, it is said, was killed the same year, 
1655 ; and Mathew Thurin is described as dreadfully tor- 
mented, and his body given to the dogs ; and yet, by the 
deposition of three witnesses, it is proved that both were 
already dead previous to the said year." 



Section V. 

OTHBB AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS ON THE SAMS 

ARGUMENT, 

ET US conclude this second part by simply re- 
marking :— 

Ist. That the principal reason for which the 
Waldenses were punished in Piemont was not precisely 
their religious belief, but their having been rebellious 
against the orders of the Sovereign and the laws of the 
country in which they lived : which is proved, not only by 
the many facts herein recorded, and sometimes admitted 
and confessed by the JV'aldenses themselves, as we have 
already seen, but also confirmed by the written records of 
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several public men of the time. We are now going to 
quote them. Monsieur Servien, the Ambassador of the 
King of France in Turin writes thus to the Governor and 
Consul of Fragela : " Turin, April 14, 1655. I write to 
you these lines to let you know that his Royal Highness, 
being dissatisfied with some inhabitants of the valley of 
Lucerne, not only for opposing his orders, but also for 
making others directly contrary unto them, by an attempt 
full of insolence, hath resolved to have that obedience that 
is due unto him." (State Papers of John Thurloe, vol. 
III. p. 413. London, 1742.) Let us see also (l. c. p. 578) 
what De Lionne, the French Ambassador at Rome, wrote to 
Bordeaux, the French Ambassador in England. " Rome, 
July 3, 1655 : I hope that the pretence which the Protector 
(Cromwell) takes to defer the signing of your treaty upon 
the business of the valleys of Savoy, will suddenly cease ; 
since Monsieur Servien, Ambassador for the King at Turin, 
hath writ me word, that he hoped to accommodate the same 
in a short time, according to the orders which he had re- 
ceived from the Court : although it is not a War for their Re- 
ligion, but a pure revolt against the Prince." Count Brienne 
besides may be heard in his letter written to Bordeaux, the 
French Ambassador in England (l. c. p. 817) : " Soisson, 
July 16, 1655. As for the business of Savoy, . . . you 
may assure the Protector that we have done all what he 
could desire of us. But we can but entreat and not com- 
mand the Prince of Savoy. Certain it is that his subjects 
had very much forgotten their duty." It is then to over- 
throw the historical evidence to say that the Waldenses 
were persecuted for their religious opinions. 

Second, That, speaking in particular of the famous year 
1655, if, on the one hand, we must admit that many Wal- 
denses were killed during the combats at the places which 
were attacked or held by the soldiers of the Sovereign ; on 
the other, it is equally certain, in accordance with the depo- 
sitions quoted above, that the catalogue of murders, tedious 
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for their length, and abominable for their indecent and cruel 
details, is nothing else than a malicious dream of the excited 
imagination of a deceiver. Sir Samuel Morland himself, in 
a letter to Thurloe, the Secretary of Cromwell, has the fol- 
lowing striking expressions on the subject (State Papers, 
vol. III. p. 417) : "Geneve, January 15, 1656." As to the 
History. ... I have not neglected to use my utmost dili- 
gence, since the verie first time you mentioned the same. . . 
The greatest difficulty I meet with is in relation to the 
matter of fact in the beginning of these troubles and during 
the time of warr. For I find, upon diligent search, that 
many papers and bookes which have been put out in print 
on this subject, even by some Ministers of the valleys, are 
lame in many particulars and in manie things not conformable 
to truth J^ Notable expression not to be forgotten! 

Third, That in the said year 1655, the number of the 
Waldenses in the valleys of Piemont amounted to about 
16,000, as is also admitted by John Leger, and the killed, 
both by sword and by fire, and also in their flight, did not 
exceed altogether 200 in number, as is stated in the report 
published at that time by the Sardinian Government in 
Italian, French, and Latin; which was printed also in Mor- 
land's History (p. 398). Too many, if the preciousness of 
human life is considered ; but very few indeed, if compared 
with the ordinary history of unsuccessful revolutions, and 
with the many thousands of human beings sacrificed on like 
occasions, not to speak of other places and times, especially 
here in England and Ireland, in the same unhappy seven- 
teenth century. 



^ I hare iissigneJ 1656, because the year In tlic same State Papers, l. c, it is said 

1665, printed in the State Papers, l. c, is a that tin's Morland*s letter was possessed by 

mistake. The facts alluded to in this letter Lord Ch. Uardwicke, High Chancellor of 

happened not in January, 1655, but in the Great Britain, 
following May. 
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Part the Third. 

THE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES OF 

THE WALDENSES. 

Section I. 

A SKETCH OF THE CHANGES IN THE WALDENSIAN DOCTRINES, 
FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE TIME OF THE NEW 
HEFORMERS. 

SEFORE speaking particularly of the religious 
opinionB of the Waldenses, it ia advisable to 
touch upon some general points of history on 
this subject:— 
That it was a mistake of some writers to accuse 
the old Waldenses of holding errors which they, as a body, 
had in abomination. For instance, that they admitted two 
gods and two principles, the good and the bad, as the 
Manicheans did ; that they denied Baptism and the other 
Sacraments ; that they rejected the Apostles' Creed, and 
permitted promiscuous sexual intercourse, &c. These and 
many other tenets, sometimes attiibuted to the old Wal- 
denses, cannot be said with truth to have been their errors, 
as there is no trace of them in any of the Waldensian manu- 
scripts. I am of opinion that this mistake was caused, either 
by this, that some of the followers of Peter of Vaudia had 
belonged at first to other sects of the time, and previously 
held errors like those, or, that it was the effect of confound- 
ing the AValdensian sect with that of the Catharites, or of 



y 
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the Apostolicals, or of the AMbigenses. At any rate, we 
must repeat that the Waldenses, as a particular body of 
sectarians, were quite free from those abominable and 
destructive errors. 

Second. That they in their outset held nothing at variance 
with the common doctrines of the Catholic Church, within 
which they were at first educated, except their preaching 
and expounding publicly the Holy Scriptures, in spite of 
the prohibition of the Bishops of the same Church. " The 
Waldenses " (I quote the words of Neander, in his " History 
of the Christian Religion and Church," vol. viii.) "laboured 
with great zeal, and certainly without any thought at first 
of separating themselves from the Church ; but simply aim- 
ing at a spiritual society like many others in the service of 
the Church." And this is pretty clear to every one who 
considers the fact that an embassy of their body went to 
Rome in the year 1179, at the time of the Third Council of 
Lateran, in order that Pope Alexander the Third would 
sanction their society, and approve of their book. This 
point of history is confirmed by the English Franciscan, 
Walter Mapes, who in that very year was in Rome, and had 
a conversation witli two of the Waldensian embassy, as he 
relates in his work " De Nugis Curialium," existing among 
the manuscripts of the Bodleian Library (851) at Oxford. 
I wiU quote a few words only of this contemporary : * " We 
saw Waldensian men in the Roman Council held by Pope 
Alexander the Third. They were simple and imlearned, 
and were thus called from the name of their founder, Valdo, 
who was a citizen of Lyons on the Rhone. They presented 
to the Pope a book written in the old Proven9al language, 
in which there were texts and comments of the Psalms, and 



• VUUmus in ConciUo Romano snb Alexandro Papa III, celebrate Valdeshs 
fiomines ydiotas Uliteratos, a priniate ipsorum Valdo dictos, qui fuerat civis Lug- 
dun is super Rodanum; qui lihrum (loniino Papce praesentavtrunt lingua conacripium 
Gallica, in quo textus et glosa Psalteriiy plurinwrumque Legis Utriusque lUfrorum 
contenebantur, (See note 25). 
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of many books of the Old aiid New Testament," &c. It is 
true that they were sent back without obtaining what they 
asked, and were forbidden to explain the Scriptures, and to 
preach publicly in their own way ; yet they were not con- 
demned at that time as guilty of any error in doctrine. 
Besides, when John a Bellismanibus, Archbishop of Lyons, 
about the year 1182 or 1183, also forbade them both to 
preach and expound the Scriptures, and finding them dis- 
obedient, expelled them from his diocese ; no mention was 
made of their holding any doctrine at variance with the 
teaching of the Church : they were simply expelled because, 
being laymen and illiterate, and, of course, frequently using 
erroneous expressions, presumed, agamst the prohibition of 
their superiors, to preach, and exercise an office which was 
confided to the Apostles and to their successors only. And, 
in fact, two of the original followers of the Waldensian sect, 
the one named Durandus of Huesca, who had also been a 
master of Waldism in a school at Milan ; and the other, Ber- 
nard Primo, and a great number of their Waldensian com- 

t 

panions, having shown their desire to be reunited with 
the Church, their petition was readily granted by Pope 
Innocent the Third; and they besides received from him 
letters and diplomas authorizing them to establish religious 
orders. The letters to Durandus are of the 18th December, 
1208, those to Bernard arc dated 14th June, 1210. The 
two societies, in the year 1256, were united to, and em- 
bodied with, the Hermits of St. Augustin (Helyot, " His- 
toire des Ordres Monastiques." Guingamp, 1839, vol. ii. 
p. 283 et seq.). 

Third. Notwithstanding what we have said, it cannot be 
denied that the Waldenses in after times admitted and pro- 
fessed many articles of doctrine, against the teaching and 
practices of the Roman Church, as we shall see in separate 
articles. Yet a very broad distinction is to be drawn be- 
tween many articles of their religious doctrine in the old 
time, and those adopted by the new Waldenses after the 
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appearance of the reformers Luther and Calvin. The latter 
are very diflferent from the former in many substantial 
points ; so that, if the Waldenses who existed in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth century, had risen from their 
graves and mingled with those of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth, they would have judged the latter very un- 
faithful to their old religion. Let us read the often quoted 
MS. (" Veritable Histoire," p. 2) : " The Waldenses became 
Lutheran on the appearance of Luther, and a little after- 
wards from being Lutheran they became Calvinist. John 
Leger, who took upon himself the task of being the histo- 
rian of the valleys of Piemont, presumed to revive in our 
days the name of Waldenses, whose heresy died away about 
two centuries ago." {Idevi^ MS. p. 294) : " The first public 
Waldensian assemblj, called together in the valleys, was 
held at Angrogna the 12th September, 1532; at which 
there was proposed some kind of religious union between 
the Waldenses and the Lutherans. The two barbas^ George 
Morel and Peter Masson, objected strongly to this proposal, 
on the ground principally that the Lutheran articles were 
more in number than the Waldensian. New letters, how- 
ever, having been received from Germany, some kind of 
union between the two sects was made, in spite of the two 
barbas : and this was done at another assembly held in the 
valley of San Martin, the 15th August, 1533. Neverthe- 
less, through the cumiing of Calvin, who, both personally and 
by means of his partizans — ^principally William Farel — ^re- 
peatedly addressed the Waldenses, they a few years after- 
wards gave way, and, in 1536, became Calvinists. Not 
totally so, however, at first ; because, being obliged by the 
Senate of Turin to declare their religious belief, they made 
a confession of faith neither in accordance with Luther, 
whom they had already abandoned, nor in accordance with 
Calvin, whom they did not yet profess to follow entirely. 
The profession of their faith presented to the Senate was a 
mixture of the two sects. They declared, 1st. That the religion 
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of their ancestors and their own was that which God has 
revealed in the Old and New Testament ; 2nd. That it was 
summarily contained in the twelve articles of the Creed; 
3rd. That they held the Sacraments, not, however, to the 
number of seven ; 4th. That they received the Four First 
General Councils of Nice, Ephesus, Constantinople and 
Calcedon, the Athanasian Creed and the Commandments of 
Our Lord, as they are written in the books of Exodus and 
Deuteronomy ; 5th. That they acknowledged the Princes 
of the earth ; 6th. That after all, they did not consider 
themselves under any obligation to obey the Roman Church, 
nor of observing her decrees." 

M. A, Rorengo (" Esame intomo alia nuova Confessione 
diFede,ecc. Torino, 1658," p. 33) confirms the same Walden- 
sian changes by addressing them thus: "You allow your 
confession of faith to run like the fashion of our clothes, 
now long, now large, now narrow. Up to the present time 
you hold the rule of the First Councils and of the First 
Doctors of the Church. Now you cast them aside, and then 
place instead the confession of Flanders, Holland, &c. so 
that under such rules we are unable to dispute and to dis- 
cover what your faith is. Observe (l. c, p. 45) that 
St. Augustin acknowledges for a true Church that which 
has the succession of Pontiffs and Priests. And you pre- 
tend that the new confession lasted from the Apostles, from 
St. Peter to harba Martini. How can you exhibit suc- 
cessors both in the hierarchical chair, and in the doctrine ?'" 

What has been noted here will show generally that the 
Waldenses have undergone some great changes in relation 



• Voifafe correre la tvstra confessume di fide con la moda dei tiesCiti or lungM 
or larghi ora stretti. Frendeste Jinora la regola da primi Corwilii t DoUnri delta 
Chwa. Ora gli levate mirogiindo la confessione rfi Fumdra, Olartda tec. ; afinehi 
eon tali regoU lutn «t conofea e posaa dUpvtare qual ma la vostra fide. OuervaU 
che San^ AgoetxTw tmova per vri-a marca deUa Ckiesa la succemone dei Poit^/ici e 
Sacerdoti. E vol voUte che la confiMtone ttuova aWa daralo dagli Apostoli, da 
San IKetro a barba Mtnlxrd. Come produrrde moceiaori nella eattedra e ndla 
doOrina ? 
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to their religious opinions at different epochs, principally 
after Luther and Calvin. Let us now descend to the par- 
ticulars. 




Section IL 
the religious doctrines of the old waldenses which 

AGREED WITH THOSE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 
DIFFERED FROM THE TENETS OF THE NEW REFORMERS. 

OHN LEGER has printed several confessions of 
the Waldensian faith, and assigns the first to the 
year 1120, about sixty or eighty years (he 
wrongly says) before Valdo of Lyons (1st Part, p. 92 and 
following). This confession contains fourteen articles. In 
the third a distinction is made between the Canonical and 
the Apocryphal books, and the Waldenses are made to say 
that they read the Apocryphal for the instruction of the 
people, not. however, for proving by them Ecclesiastical Doc- 
trines ; and in the thirteenth article it is stated plainly, that 
they have not known of any other Sacrament, except Baptism 

and the Eucharist: **i|5o0 non atjcn concffu autre 0acrament 
que lo bapttjsma e la eucfiarfjStfa/' 

Not to say anything now about the other four confessions 
given by this writer, I call the reader's attention to the two 
recited articles of the first, and remark — First. That no 
Waldensian confession of faith can be older than the Wal- 
denses themselves. Now there is no doubt that this sect 
did not arise before the second half of the twelfth century, 
as has been fully proved in our first part. Second. That, 
in accordance with Professor James Henthorn Todd (The 
book of the Vaudois, p. 8 and following), this confession, 
printed by Leger with the false date of 1120, is in substance 
and in many parts verbally the same as that which Morel 
and Masson showed to Oecolampadius and to Bucer in 1530, 
when the two barhas went to consult them on the particulars 
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of their religion, in order to come to some agreement be- 
tween themselves. Third. That the division of the books 
of the Scriptures into Canonical and Apocryphal, there 
stated to have been made by the old Waldenses, and the 
admission of two Sacraments only, are poiqts contradicted 
by the same old Waldenses in their manuscripts. We have 
only to open them and read some passages. 

In relation to the different books of the Bible, there is 
not to be found in any of the old Waldensian texts either 
the word or the signification of the word Apocryphal. They 
admitted the whole of the Bible as it was admitted by the 
Catholics, without excluding from the number of its books 
those which by the new reformers are excluded as not 
Canonical. In volume C of the Waldensian manuscripts, 
in the Cambridge Library, there is a translation of part of 
the second of the Maccabees, chapter vii. from the Vulgate, 
and a translation of some chapters of Job, and the whole 
book of Tobit also from the Vulgate, comprising that 
famous passage of the Angel : " Prayer is good with fasting 
and alms, more than to lay up treasures of gold ; for alms 
delivereth from death, and the same is that which purged 
away sins, and maketh to find mercy and life everlasting " • 
(Tob. chap. xii. 8 and 9). In volume E there are extracts 
from Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Ecclesiasticus. In volume 
F, amongst translations of parts of the New Testament, 
there are two chapters of the Book of Wisdom ; and in 
volume B there is a treatise on the Commandments. 
They are not divided in accordance with the new reformers, 
but in accordance with the Catholic Catechism : namely, 
the first and second commandment, according to the division 
adopted by the reformers, are united and called the first 
commandment^ as the Catholics do. And the commandment 
called the tenth by the same reformers, is divided into two, 
also in accordance with the division adopted by the Catholic 

* ISona e0t lauration e to tietuit e lalmoeina maior Dt q ccfconnre tta^or nor, car 
lalmoirina tielletira tie mort car all meiBtna puroa ti pecca e fa; a trobar ttta etenta* 
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Church. Therefore the Waldenses, in their manuscript, 
put as the second commandment : Not to take the name of 

your Lord God in vain— 3Le jSepnt comanHament non pcen« 
tiera0 lo nome Hel lo ^egnor 9DtD entian^ and put as the ninth, 

Thou shalt nojf covet thy neighbour's wife; and as the 
tenth, Not to covet thy neighbour's goods — %t nofietl no 

cubftare la molter Hel too ppme— 12.e Hecen 00 no cubitar Ia0 

COSfasf iel too p?me« What I have stated concerning the Cam- 
bridge manuscripts as to the distinction of the Apocryphal 
books not being found there, but, on the contrary, every- 
thing in accordance with the Catholic Bible, is also to be 
observed of the Waldensian manuscripts in Trinity College, 
Dublin, of a more recent date ; yet previous to the new 
reformers, in which, according to the positive assertion of 
Dr. Todd (l. c. p. 4), no distinction is to be found between 
the Canonical books of the Bible and those called Apocry- 
phal by the reformers : and every Scriptural book or pas- 
sage is always quoted there in accordance with the Catholic 
Bible, comprising the controverted passage of St. John 
(1 Ep. V. 7), which is also written there : " There are three 
that give testimony in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and these three are One— Ccei jSon U qual 

Honan te^ttmoni al eel lo )da(re e lo ifilb e lo &anet &per(t, e a 

qufSfti tre( jjon nnj^^ This will be enough to show that the 
Waldenses, before Luther and Calvin, had their Bible as the 
Catholics have it now ; without excluding the books or the 
passages excluded by the same Waldenses, after having be- 
come Calvinists. It will also demonstrate the falsehood of 
the date of 1120 given by Leger as that of the first con- 
fession of the Waldensian faith. 

In relation now to the Sacraments, of which, in that con- 
fession of faith attributed by Leger to the beginning of the 
twelfth century, it is said that the old Waldenses admitted 
two only. Baptism and the Eucharist ; it will be enough to 
read a few lines of the Cambridge Waldensian MS. In 
volume I), under the title, " Exposition of Christian Doc- 
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trine," at chapter ii, there are the following words : " Seven 
are the Sacraments of the Holy Church. The first is 
Baptism given to us in remission of sins. The second is 
Penance. The third is the Commimion of the Body and 
the Blood of Christ. The fourth is Matrimony ordered by 
God. The fifth is Holy Oil (Extreme Unction). The sixth | 
is the Imposition of Hands (Confirmation). The seventh is 
the Ordination of Priests and Deacons." * 

In the " Rerum Bohemicarum Antiqui Scriptores ex 
Bibliotheca Freheri/' &c. (Hanoviae, 1602), at p. 238, et seq. 
there is printed that Waldensian Confession of Faith which 
was sent to Uladislaus, king of Hungary, in the year 1508. 
We find there the following words : " We equally admit 
that the Sacraments, which are seven in number, are useful 
to the Church of Christ: Similiter^ Sacramenta^ Septenario 
numero inclusa^ EcdesicB Christi utUia esse pandimusJ'^ And 
in the next pages, namely, from 241 to 252 (which are evi- 
dently cut out in the copy existing in the library of the 
British Museum, but are to be seen in the copy of the 
Cambridge library), there is an enumeration and explana- 
tion of each sacrament. About Baptism, after saying, 
that " All grown persons are obliged to be baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost," they profess besides, that also infants must be bap- 
tized, according to a decree of the Apostles, as Dionysius 
^Tites : ''Professio nostra etiam in pueros extenditur^ qui decreto 
Apostolorum^ ut Dionysius scribitj baptizari debenV^ About 
the Sacrament of Orders they mention the Major and the 
Minor Orders : " De Sacerdotcdi Ordine . . . Majores et 
Minores Ordines^ Express mention is made besides of 
Extreme Unction of the Sick — " Unctio Extrema Infir- 
marumj^ and of the other Sacraments of " Confirmation, of 



* ^ept i9on li jBacrament tie la eancta olttaia* Ho prumier m lo bati0me, lo 
qual e0 Hona a ma en reme0ion He pecca« Ho 2 e0 la penitencia« iLo 3 e0 la 
tomunion Hel cor0 e Hel 0anc He X^ iLo 4 e0 lo matrimoitt otBena He £)to* Ho 5 

e0 lolt 0aiit* Ho 6 e0 Iempu0ament He Ia0 inan0« Ho 7 e0 otHenament He pterre0 
e He Hiaque0« 
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Matrimony, of Penance in the Remission of Sins, and of The 
Eucharist : — De Conjirmatione^ De Matrimonio^ De Pcenitentia 
lapsorum in Remissionem Peccatorum^ De EucharistiaJ'^ In 
explaining the last mentioned Sacrament there are the fol- 
lowing striking expressions : '^ Wheresoever a worthy Priest, 
with faithful people, according to his intention and that of 
Christ, and according to the ordination of the Church, will 
in his prayers testify with such words, namely : ' This is my 
body^ This is my blood^^ immediately then the present bread 
is the body of Christ, which was offered to death for us ; and 
in like manner the present wine is His blood, shed for the 
remission of sins. This profession of our faith is founded 
on the words of Christ, related by the Evangelists and by 
Saint Paul. . . . This body and blood of Christ, under the 
species of bread and wine, ought to be received." * 

It will not be altogether out of place to note here with 
Dr. Todd (l. c. p. 216), that in the Dublin Waldensian 
manuscripts there is an instruction to the clergy, headed 
thus: '^Sequitur De Imposicione Pcenitentice ;^^ which imposi- 
tion of Penance, according to the Catholic doctrine, is an 
integral part of the Sacrament of like name ; and that some 
of the passages published by Perrin, Morland, and Leger 
from the Waldensian manuscripts, are not translated faith- 
fully by them. To say nothing about Leger, Perrin, in his 
book of the Vaudois, has published the Commandments not 
in accordance with the manuscripts from which he states he 
copied them ; and has divided into two the first, and out of 
the two last Commandments has made one. And, as Dr. Todd 
says (l. c. p. 116), we are not to consider Perrin's history 
of the Vaudois the offspring of a single and solitary pastetir 

* Uincumque d'ujiius Sucerdoa cum fido populo, juxta mam et CfirM intentionem 
Eccl€si<equ€ ordinatlotiein, oraticmem fdciem, hujusinodi verbis, videlicet : Hoc est 
corpus menm, Hie est sanguis meus, testijicatus fuerit ; confestim prxpsens 
jHims est corpus Christi in mortem jtro nobis oblatvm : vinum similiter prcesens est 
sfingws ejus effusus in peccatorum remissionem. IIcvc fidei nostrce profesfio verbis 
Christi firmatvr db Evangelistis et a Sancto Paulo conscriptis. . . . Hoc corpus 
Christi et sampiis . . . s^ib panis vinhpie sjyenfihus . . , sumi debet. 
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of Dauphiny, but as the work of the French Protestant 
Church ; and a very curious work too : as it was examined a 
great many times in many protestant pro%dnces and in Ge- 
neve, during the space of more than ten years before it wa^« 
published in 1619. About Morland we may say that he, 
besides publishing his historj'^, in accordance with the false 
views and suggestions of Leger, against his own first con- 
viction {see his letter in our Part ii. Sect, v.), and besides 
omitting the publication of passages contained in the manu- 
scripts ; which would have been more than sufficient to cast 
light on the true epoch of the Waldensian sect and doc- 
trines ; has taken the liberty of altering a passage, in which 
the manuscript, commenting upon a text of St. Augustin, 
says : " Vain fear is it to fear losing the company of father 
and mother, and not to fear the loss of the company of God 

and of the Virgin Mary— Ha compaffnfa He 2Dio z He la 3Her- 

gena 9^arfa/' Now Morland (p. 129) translated it thus: 
" And not to fear losing the blessed presence of God the 
Father, and of Jesus Christ." (Todd, l. c. p. 99.) 

I may be allowed to observe here that the old Waldenses, 
though they denied the intercession of Saints and of the 
Virgin Mary (as we shall see afterwards) , yet they admitted 
that honour and praise is due to them. Hear them in the 
above quoted confession of faith (" Rerum Bohemicar. Fre- 
heri," p. 254, 255) :♦ " God is to be praised in his Saints, as 
David said, * Praise the Lord in his Saints ; ' and we are 
doing so, and praise God in this Virgin, and in the other 
Saints. Because God in his goodness gave to them like 
grace and like benefits, and through them to us. And not 
only we praise God in this Blessed Virgin, but besides we 
confess her blessed and holy ; and we love and imitate her 



• In Sanctis Deua laudcari debetj sicut dixit David — Laudate Dominum in 
Sanctis ejus — Et nos hoc agimus quod in hac Virgine et aliis Sanctis Deum 
kmdamus, qui talem graiiam et talia heneficia ex sua honitate eis decUt et nobis, per 
ipsos. Et necdum in hac hetiedicta Virgine Deum laudamus, sed et earn confitemur 
benedictam et heaiam, et diligimus et sequimur pro posse nostro . . . Nulla ex 
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as we can. . . . No woman is as holy as this Virgin is. 
None indeed is full of grace, except her; none should be 
called blessed amongst all generations, except her alone. 
Nor is it true that we despise as profane the holy days of the 
commemoration of the glorious Virgin Mary; on the con- 
trary we respect them, and sing many canticles concerning 
her to the honour of God." 

It is therefore beyond doubt that, before the time of 
Luther and Calvin, the Waldenses admitted all the books of 
the Bible and all the Seven Sacraments as the Catholic 
Church did and does now, and that they did not deny the 
Real Presence of our Lord after the consecration of the 
bread and wine, and paid honour to the Virgin and to the 
Saints : and besides {see Dr. Todd, l. c. p. 19), from the 
doubts proposed in Germany by Morel and Masson, it seems 
clear that they approved of Religious Celibacy, Auricular 
Confession, Vows of Poverty, &c. 

I conclude this article, relating the doctrines of the old 
Waldism as distinguished from Calvinism, by quoting three 
passages of " La Nobla Ley9on," bearing on the subject. 

In the first passage, the Waldensian writer praises the 
sincere Confession of sins, and the works of Penance, fast- 
ing, alms-giving, fervent praying, as means to obtain salva- 
tion: 

'' To make our Confession sincerely withoat any defect : 
And to do penance during the present life ; 
To fast, to give alms, and to praj with fervent heart ; 
Indeed, through these things the soul finds salvation.'** 

In the second, he commends the Evangelical Counsel to 

mulkribus est benedicia sicut hcpc Virgo, nulla quidem alia est gratia plena, 
excepta hac, nulla didtur henedicta inter otnnes generationes, excepta hoc sola . . . 
Xeque hoc verum est quod sanctos dies commemorationis gloriosce Virginis Marice 
sicut profanos contemnimus, sed colimus ut decet, Muitas cantiones de ea in laudem 
Dei canimus, 

* U^ucamenc at confeiBdar ^enja alcun mancament, 
^ qu' it facian penitencia en la trfta present, 
9^rjunar, faiB almonafl re aurar au ror bulf^mt, 
erar per a qucdcajo co0ajB troba I'anma joaltiamcnt. 
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keep Virginity ; and Mary and Joseph are quoted as an ex- 
ample of this : 

" The Old Law cursed the womb which remained barren. 
But the New Law connselleth to keep Virginity. 
Our Lady was pure and Joseph also." ♦ *' 

In the third passage is boldly proclaimed that a lawfully 
contracted marriage is indissoluble under the Gospel. 

" The Old Law gave power to dissolve Marriage, 

And the bill of repudiation was then to be given : 

But the New Law says : Do not marry one that is put away ; 

And what Gtod hath joined together, let no man put asunder."! 



* Ha IfF bellia mauTii le tentte qui frue non a porta, 
iifta la nobella coaellia caciiar t)er0eneta* 
IPuca eta no0tta Tiona e Jnatpi attest. 

t ila len antenia Tit luittir lo matttmoni : 
<!E carta He tefu at Heouesan Donar : 
i^a la not^ella Hi non pense (a lanaa : 
^ neacuen non Depatta co que S)to i^a aiosta. 



** The Waldenses held also here the old 

Catholic doctrine, not only about the vir- 

^nity of Mary, but also about the chastity 

of St. Joseph. The opinion of the Helvi- 

dianSy who professed that Mary, after Jesus 

Christ, had other sons by St. Joseph, was 

condemned amongst other old Iieresies. (See 

St. Aug. de Hseresib. cap. 84 ; see also 

Jerome contra Helridiam.) But, as in the 

Gospels are mentione<l the brothers of Jesus 

Christ called sons of Man/ ; many old writers 

were misled into erroneously asserting that 

the so-called brothers of our Lord, if not 

children of the Virgin Mary, at least were 

children of Joseph, bom to him previously 

by another wife. I hare said erroneously, 

because, besides the known custom of the 

Jews, often mentioned in the Bible, to call 

their cousins or other near relations by tho 

name of brethren ; that assertion is evidently 

shown ta be false by reading the different 

Evangelists. Read, first, St. Matthew (c. xiv. 

▼, 65) : " Is not this the carpenters son f Is 

not his mother called Mary^ and his brethren 

James and Joseph, and Simon and Judef*' 

Bead now Matthew (c. xxvii. v. 56) : " Was 

Mary Mtigdalene and Mary the mother of 

James and Joseph,** And see Mark (c. xv. 

v. 40) : ** Amongst whom was Mary Magda- 



lene and Mary the mother of James the less 
and of Joseph" Ijot us turn now to St. 
John (c. xix. v. 25): ** Now there stood by 
the cross qfJestis his mother, and his mo- 
therms sister Mary the wife of Cleophas, 
and Mary Magdalene." Now, if the differ- 
ent passages are considered together, it will 
appear by the best evidence that Mary, sis- 
ter of the Mother ofJesits, wife of-Cleophas, 
is the mother of James {the less) and of 
Joseph, who, with Simon and Jude, arc 
called brethren of our lx)rd ; but, being the 
sons of the sister of his mother and of Cle- 
ophas (not of St. Joseph), they were not his 
brethren in fact ; they were his cousins only. 
In support of the present point I will add 
the authority of St. Jerome (Comm. in c. xii. 
St. Matthew) : ** As is contained" (he says) 
** in the book which we have written against 
Helridius, we understand that the expression, 
brethren of our Lord, means not the sons of 
Joseph, but the cousins of our Saviour, sons 
of Mary, aunt of our Lord, who is styled the 
mother of James and Joseph and Jude." Nos, 
sicut in libro, quern contra Helvidium scrip- 
simus, continetur, fratres Domini, non JUios 
Joseph sed consobrinos Saivatoris, Mariiw 
liberos intelligimvs materter(B Domini; qua 
esse dicitur mater JacoM et Joseph et Juda, 
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Section III. 

THE RELIGIOUS TENETS OF THE OLD WALDENSES AGREEING 
WITH THOSE OF THE NEW REFORMERS, AND AT VARIANCE 
WITH THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINES. 

O one will, I think, expect that I should treat 
here of those religious opinions of the Waldenses 
which they adopted after they became Calvinists. 
It would take me out of my subject, and oblige me to enter 
into too wide a field. Nevertheless, in fulfilment of the 
task I have undertaken, it is requisite that I should speak 
here of those tenets which the Waldenses held as a par- 
ticular body of sectarians, before they united and made a 
ccHnmon profession with the new reformers. It will appear 
from the following particular, that the new reformers had 
a good reason to regard the old Waldenses as their ancestors, 
because nearly all the points, in which the Waldenses during 
three centuries disagreed from the Roman Church, were 
likewise assumed and kept by the new reformers, although 
with a good many additions of their own. 

To proceed on safe ground in this rather perplexing in- 
vestigation, I will take for my guide the Waldensian 
manuscripts, and those old authors who wrote on this 
subject, from the end of the twelfth to the beginning of 
the sixteenth centur}'^, that is to say, from the first spread- 
ing of the Waldensian sect to nearly the time in which they 
united with Calvin. These authors, in order of time, are 
Bernard, Abbot of Chaude Fontaine, the Venerable F. 
Moneta, Reinerius Sacco, Peter Pilichdorff, Eneas Sylvius, 
aftenvards Pius II., Seyssell, Archbishop of Turin, and 
Rerum Bohemicarum Scriptores. In the first part of this 
book they have been quoted, with the dates and places in 
which they were published, or where those in MS. are pre- 
served. Thus, without any interruption, I shall be able 
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to recapitulate here the principal Waldensian tenets as they 
are expressed by the Waldenses themselves, or by the above- 
named authors; and I will subjoin immediately in a few 
words, the Catholic doctrine on the same point, in order to 
show that the Waldensian tenets are contrary to the Catholic 
doctrine, as well as consonant to that of the new reformers. 



§ 1. 

Waldensian Tenet. 
The Church of God has failed. 

" The Waldenses say that the Church of God failed at the 
time of Pope Silvester, and that it was restored in their 
time, and that the first restorer was Waldesius." (Moneta, 
lib. V. ch. iE)* 

"You quote the words of our Lord (Matth. xx. 16), 
* Many are called but few are chosen,' where you say that 
the many called express the Catholics, and the few chosen 
express your associates." (Pilichdorff, chap. xiv.)f 

I " That part of the Church, which remained faithful " (at 
the time of Constantine), ** persevered for a long time in the 
received truth. Thus little by little, the holiness of the 
Church failed .... And thus we believe, that from the time 
at which the Church was founded, to the end of the world, 



* Isti Jueretici dicunt EcclesUim Dei tempore Beaii SiiveMri defecisse : in tern- 
paribus autem istis restitutam earn asserunt per ipsos, quorum primus fuit Val- 
desius. (Moneta.) 

t Sed ohjids verbum Domini (Matth. xx. 16): Multi sunt vocati, pauci 
yero elccti ; ubi per vocatos et multos inteUigis CcUholicos, et per pauoos electos in- 
telligis complices tuos. (Pilichdorff. ) 

I iBaa la part pettnaiBa peniia0 pet moti temp en aquela bnita la cal il) atria 
receupu« ^^;ci la sanctita Tir la 0(eH08 manque poc a poc« « « « ® enasei cre0en 
que Hef temp at cal la 0leFJBa fo fonca entto a la fin net 0e0le, la of ep08 He £>io non 
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she shall not so fail that some holy man be not left on earth, 
or in some country of the earth. ... beloved, consider 
that the Moon, though nearly losing her fulness, yet she 
always is substantially the same Moon. And if she is ob- 
scured through some darkness, and does not appear to the 
eyes of men, yet she continues to be the Moon in her sub- 
stance, as we believe; otherwise God every month should 
create a Moon. And the Moon often is a figure of the 
Church." (The Waldensian MSS. of Cambridge, vol. A^fol. 
237, 239, 240.) 



Catholic Doctrine on this Point. 

The Church of the New Testament cannot fail, 
either by disappearing, or by remaining concealed 
with a few followers, or by teaching errors against 
the revealed doctrine in relation to faith and mo- 
rals.** 



Hefalf^ire cnap0i Hel tot que la non ^ia totatoia alcun Tie Ix sant oen laa ttxxsa o e 
alcunaiB ceeions Tie la terra* • . « S) ii^ari00ime, consiTiera car ia luna ja 0ia co quiQ^ 
0ia judta toenir amen Tie la aoa planeta, maa emperco tetania ta luna. (S eill) tz 
0curcia per alcunaa tenelnrajB e non apere^iBa a It ol^ Tie li ome , imperco i\i zz totatiia 
luna en la isoa dubstancia, en asmafl no0 crei90en ; Tiautta mantera Dio fiarta luna 
per ci^a0cun nie0* • * * (S la luna a ficura setenTiinament la 0leH0a« (JValdcrman 
MSS.) 



** The Catholics support this doctrine by 
that saying in Luke (cb. i. v. 32, 33) : •* The 
Lord God shall give to him (to our lie- 
dccmer) the throne of David his father, and 
he shall reign in the house of Jacob forever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end." 
And by that revelation made to Daniel 
(cb. ii. V. 44) : " The God of heaven shall 
set up a kingdom that shall never be de- 
stroyed .... atul itself shall stand for ever." 
Besides, by quoting the words of our Saviour 
to Peter (Sfatth. xvi. 18) : "Upon this rock 
1 will build my Church, and the gates of 



hell shall not prevail against it ;" and His 
saying to the Apostles (ib. xxviii. 20) : '* I 
am with you always, even to the end of the 
world;" and the authority of St. Paul 
(1 Timothy iii. 15): "The House of God, 
the pillar and ground of truth ;" tlie 
Catholics, on the strength of these and 
other authorities, conclude that the Church 
of God on earth cannot fail either by disap- 
pearing and remaining concealed with a few 
followers, or by teaching errors against (kith 
or morals. 
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Waldensian Tenet. 

No other prayer is to be said except the 

Lord's Prayer, &c. 

" The Waldenses say, that no other prayer is to be said 
except the ' Our Father/ and that all other prayers, which 
are said or read in the Mass, are not of Divine institution, but 
of men, the words of Consecration and the ' Our Father ' 
alone excepted." ( PilichdorfF, ch. xxix.)* 



. Catholic Doctrine. 

If the Waldenses mean to say that we are not 
allowed to utter any other prayer in supplicating 
God, except the identical prayer of the " Our Fa- 
ther" and the words of the Consecration at the 
Mass, they are mistaken.** 



* Dicunt Valdemes nihil aliud orandum esse qtuim Pater Noster; et quod 
omnia cdia quoi dicutitur et leguntur in Missa non sint Institutionis Divince sed 
humancB, solis verbis Consecrationis et Pater Noster exceptis, (Pilichdorflf). 



^ The Catholics admit that the words 
of Consecration and the Lord's Prayer are 
undoubtedly of Divine institution, yet they 
maintain that thence it does not follow that 
all other prayers are of no use ; and say that 
there are man}- other prayers besides to be 
very much respected and used, principally 
those contained in the Liturgies and Rituals 
of the Church, part of which are transmitted 



to us from the very time of the Apostles, or 
tlieir first Disciples: as is the case with the 
three famous Liturgies called of St. Peter 
or Missa Romana, of St. Mark or Alezan- 
drina, and of St. James the cousin of our 
Lord, called of Jerusalem : which last Liturgy 
is quoted (Catech. 5 Mystagogy) by St. Cyril 
of Jerusalem, who flourished the year 350. 
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% 3. 

Waldensian Tenet, 

The Holy Scriptures alone are sufficient to 

guide men to Salvation. 

" We shall first briefly say that the Law of the true God is 
by itself suflicient for the salvation of all the human generation, 
and it is a Law of perfect liberty, which it is not right to add 
any thing to, or to take away any thing from, and that there 
is not any kind of good which is not sufficiently comprised 
in the same His Law." (Waldensian MSS. Cambridge, voL D. 
Prol. ofChr. Doctr.)* 

The Waldenses despise all those approved practices of the 
Church, which they do not see written in the Gospel. Omnes 
consuetudines Ecdesice approbatas^ quas in Evangelio non leguntj 
contemminL (Reinerius Sacco).** 



* Z)onca pnimiecetnmt no0 Hirm breomcnt coma la lo; nel becai? Z)io e 
tera; i^ome 7,^ Xi per ax aola ta isuficient a la loalu ne tota fa 0eneracion )»iiinana» 
e to pIUjB bceo e plu0 comuna e pfuiB (eoiera a complir, e tfi let ^t pnfecta librita, a 
la Qual non be0O0na aioenec ni metmar alcuna co0a, e non ta alcuna coisa He ben la 
qual non 0ia 0uficientment encluisa en aquella mefiesma 00a le;* (Waldemian 
MSS.) 



^ The Waldenses, as well as the old Maxi- the commandment of Ood for the sake of 
min and the Pekgians, grounded this tenet your traditions;*' and (Coloss. ii. 8): *' Be- 
on the following passages (Deut. iv. 2): ** You ware, lest any man cheat you by philosophy 
shall not add to the wond that I speak to and vain deceit, according to the tradition 
you, neither shall you take away from it;*' of men." 
(Matth. XV. 6) : ** Ami you have made void 
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Catholic Doctrine on this Subject. 



the Holy Scriptures, the Traditions of the 
Church are to be admitted, without which both the 
existence and the meaning of the Holy Scriptures 
would be uncertain, and many things necessary to 
salvation would be defective.*^ 



^ The Catholics quote the authority of 
St Paul, commanding (2 Thess. ii. 14) to 
keep the Traditions receired either by word 
or by writing : *' Brethren, stand fast and 
hold the Traditions which you have learned, 
whether by word or by our Epistle." And 
with St. Basil (who flourished the year 350), 
they are persuaded that, *'The dogmas which 
are held and preached in the Cliurch are de- 
rived partly from the written Doctrine, and 
partly from the Apostolical Tradition mjrs- 
teriously brought to us, and that both have 
the same claim on our pious rcsptxt." Qu/b 
tUraque eamdem ad pietatem vim habent. 
And conclude by saying that, witliout ad- 
mitting the Tradition of the Ciiurcli, we 



could not be certain that the Holy Scriptures 
contain the unadulterated Word of QtoiX, nor 
of their real meaning, neither of the articles 
of the Creed, and of many dogmas and prac- 
tices of our Christian belief, which are either 
explained or defined simply through Tradi- 
tion. 

In relation to tlie passages quoted above 
(note 46). the Catholics observe that the first 
passage has relation simply to the legal and 
ceremonial obsenances of the Jews : that the 
second tells against the deceitful traditions 
of the elders opposed to the law of God ; and 
that the third condemns the assertions of 
the Gentiles in opposition to the Christian 
religion. 
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§ 4. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Blessings and Consecrations practised in the 
Church do not confer any particular sanctity 
upon the things or persons blessed or conse- 
crated. 

" The Waldenses equally condemn the consecration of the 
vestments of the Priests, of water, salt, ashes, candles, palms, 
food ; and also the consecration of Bishops, Priests, churches, 
altars, cemeteries, baptismal water, unctions with chrism 
and oil, &c. ; saying that the objects thus consecrated do not 
receive any particular sanctity from those words, though 
the words by themselves are holy and good." (Pilichdorff, 
ch. XXIX.)* 



♦ Reprohant Valdenses hcBretici consecrationes vesHum Sacerdotalium, aqucBf 
ialtSy cinerum, candektrum, palmarum^ cibarum et etiam consecrationes Episcopo^ 
rum, Sacerdotum, Ecdesiarum, Altarium, Ccemeteriorumy aquoe BaptismaUsy Chris- 
matis et Olii UncHones etc. ; dicentes, res illas taliter consecratas nihil omnino 
sinffularis sanctUatis ex illis verbis perdpere, licet verba in se sancta sint et bona. 
(PiUchdorff.) 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

To say that the blessings and consecrations used 
in the Church do not confer any particular sanctity, 
is to deny the most clear authority both of Scrip- 
ture and of Tradition.*® 



^ The Catholics confirm their doctrine 
with the authority, 1st, of Exodus (ch. 
zxix. 21): «And when thou (Moses) hast 
taken of the hlood that is upon the altar, and 
of the oil of unction, thou shalt sprinkle 
Aaron and his vesture, his sons and tlieir 
yestments; and after they and their veet- 
ments are consecrate<l.^ And (chap. x1. v. 9, 
et seqq.) : '* Thou shalt take the oil of unction 
and anoint the tahemacle with its vessels, 
that they may be sanctified .... Thou shalt 
consecrate all with the oil of unction, that 
they may be most holy." 2ndly, Further, 
with the fact rekted in the Acts of the 
Apostles (riii. 17) : " Then they (^ Peter and 
John) laid their hands upon them, and they 
(the newly baptized) received the Holy Ghost'' 
And again (i6. xix. 6) : *' And when Saul 
imposed his hands upon them, the Hdy 
Ohost came upon them/' And' with the 



expression of St. Paul (2 Timothy i. 6): "I 
admonish thee that thou stir up the grace 
of God which is in thee by the imposition of 
my hands." Equally with the same, St. 
Paul (1 Timothy iy. 4, 6) : ** Every creature of 
God is good, and nothing is to be n jected 
that is reoeired with thanksgiving ; for it is 
sanctified by the words of God and prayers." 
And with St. James (v. U, 16): ''Is any 
man sick among you ? Let him bring in the 
Priests of the Church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord, and the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick man." 3r«f/y, With the Liturgy 
of the Church, and the sayings of the 
Fathers of the first centuries of Christianity. 
St. Cyrillus, Catech. iii ; St. Cypriao, Ep. xii. 
lib. i.; St.Augustin in Julian, lib. vi. cap. viii.; 
St Basil de Sp. S. cap. xxyii., ice. 
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% 5. • 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Catholic Priests, being all bad, have no autho- 
rity ; and the Pope of Rome is the chief of all 
heresiarchs. 

" The Waldenses are against the Church of Rome and 
the Sovereign Pontiff, and against all Prelates. (Reinerius 
Sacco).* 

" They say that the Pdpe is the chief of the heresiarchs." 
(Pilichdorff, ch. xvi).f 

" They state openly that no subjection is due to Priests, 
nor to the same Sovereign Pontiff, because, being wicked 
and not imitating the life of the Apostles, they do not 
possess any Divine authority, and that in consequence they 
have no power to absolve from sins." (Arch. Seyssell, 
sheet VII. ) J 



* Valdemes mint contra Ecdesiam Eomanam et Summum Pont^cem et omnea 
Prcelatos. (Sacco.) 

t Dicunt Fapam esse cctpui Jueresiarcharum. (Pilich.) 

t Sacerdotibus minime parendum esse prcedicant, ne Summo Pondfid qm- 
dem; quippe qui^ eo quod maU sunt nee Apostolorum vitam imitantur, nullam 
habent a Deo attctoritatem, Dimittendorum peccatorum nuUam Sacerdotes nostros 
potestatem habere. (Seyssell.) 



OF THE WALDEN8E8. 



109 



Catholic Doctbine. 

The authority of the consecrated Ministers of re- 
ligion depends upon their ordination and the insti- 
tution of our Lord, and not upon their behaviour as 
men: and the Pope of Rome is the successor of 
St. Peter, and the visible chief and ruler of the 
Universal Church/* 



^ The CSatholics argue that, as the per- 
sonal goodness of a layman does not confer 
on him the character of the Priesthood, so 
the personal wickedness of a particular Priest, 
though bringing condemnation to himself, 
yet does not take away from him the 
authority of his office : that, if the Walden- 
sian opinion were admitted, no one could be 
certain even to have been regenerated through 
Baptism. About the name of Heresiarch 
giren to the Roman Ponti£^ also in the 
Waldensian MSS. ; on the ground of the 
Tradition of the Church, reported by Ter- 
tullian ('* De Prsescript/'), Origen (npud 
'<Euseb. Histor." lib. iii. cap. 3), Saint 
Athanasius (** De fuga sua," and in " £p. ad 
Felicem Papam"), Cyprian ("De Unit. 
Eocl." and lib. i. Ep. viii. ad Plebem), 
Jerome (" Ep. li. ad Damasum "), Ambrose 
(in cap. iii. ad Tim.), Chrysostom (*' Ep. ad 
Innocent. Papam"), Augustin ("Ep. contra 
Manich. cap. xir.," and "Ep. clii. ad 
Dooat.''); and principally by Ireneus {Ad" 



versus hareses, lib. iii. cap. 1 et 3); the 
Catholics profess the contrary : and in ac- 
cordance with the General Council of Florence, 
held with the concurrence of the Eastern 
Church, the year 1439, under Eugenius IV. 
they maintain that the Pope of Rome is the 
Chief and Primate of the Church aU through 
the worid ; that he is the successor of Peter and 
the Vicar of Christ, with all power of feeding^ 
ruling, and goreming the Unirersal Church, 
&c. ("Concil." tom. xxxii., Parisiis, 1644). 
D^ftnimus sanctam Apostolicam Sedem et 
Romanum Pontificem, in universum orbem 
tenere primahtm, et ipsum Pontificem i?o- 
numum successorem esse head Petri princi' 
pis Apostdorum et verum Christi Ftoarmniy 
totiusque Ecdesiae caputs et omnium Chris^ 
tianorum patrem et doctorem existere : et ^tti 
in beato Petro pascendi, regendi et gubernandi 
universalem Ecdesiam a Domino nostro Jesu 
Ckristo plenam potestatem traditam esse: 
qujtmadfnodum etiam ingestis (Ecumenicorum 
ConeUiorum, et sacris canonUms continetur. 
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% 6. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

Everybody has the right to preach publicly the 

word of God. 

" The Waldenses say that the preaching of the Word of 
God is freely allowed to everybody." (iEneas Sylvius.)* 

" They all preach indiscriminately, and without any dis- 
tinction of condition, age or sex." (Bernard Abbot Fontis 
CaUdi.)t 



Catholic Doctrine. 

The public preaching of the Word of God is not 
allowed to persons not duly authorized by the 
Church ; and it is forbidden to women by St. Paul. 



50 



• Dkunt Vcddenses liberam cuique prcedicationem verbi Dei patere. (iEneas 
SylviuB.) 

-f ProedicarU omnea pcusim et sine ddectu conditiords, cetatia et sexus. (Abbas 
Fontis Calidi.) 



^ The Catholics, with Bernard, Abbot of 
Chaade Fountain, a contemporary of Peter 
Waldensis, observe, that the Apostles did 
not preach of their own authority, but they 
were sent by our Lord : and that St. Paul 
(Rom. z.) clearly said, that no body is 
allowed to preach unless he be sent by the 
legitimate Prelates of the Church ; respect- 
ing whom he says (ad Hebr. xiii.), ** Obey 



your Prelates and be subject to tiiera." 
And the same Apostle speaks of the women 
thus (1 Cor. jdv.) : *' Let women keep silence 
in the Churches .... for it is a shame for a 
woman to speak in the Church." They ob- 
senre besides with St. Peter (Eph. ch. i.), 
that ** No prophecy of Scripture is made by 
private interpretation, for the holy men of 
God spoke inspired by the Holy Ghost." 
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§ 7. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

Every personjliving, according to the precepts of the 
Apostles, has authority to hear Confessions. 

" The Waldenses say that all Christians, without any dis- 
tinction, have authority to hear Confessions, provided that 
they live in accordance with the precepts of the Apostles." 
(Arch. SeysseU.)*" 



Catholic Doctbinb. 

Nobody has authority to hear Sacramental Con* 
fessions or give Absolution of Sins, except 
who possess lawful jurisdiction.^ 



* Dicunt Valdenses, Confessionum audiendarum auctoritatem ChrisHania 
passim omnibus, qui secundum Apostolorum prcecepta ambulant, esse concessam, 
(Seyssell.) 



^' This WaldensiaD tenet was probably stood as relating only to the Priests of the 

founded on that passage of St. James Church mentioned a little before by the same 

(▼. 14, 15): ''Confess therefore your sins Apostle; and they add, that the power of 

one to another, and pray for one another.'' forgiring sins was giren by our Lofd, not ta 

^ The Catholics say, that if the abore- all his disciples, but to the Apostles, and in 

mentioned passage of St. James applies to their persons to their legitimate saeeesson 

the Sacramental Confession, it is to be under- only. 



112 



THE BELiaiOUS DOCTRINES 



§ 8. 

Waldensian Tenet. 
Every Oath is a mortal sin. 

" The Waldenses also say that every oath, although taken 
in a court of justice and with truth, is a sin, and to be con- 
demned." (Pilichdorff.)* 

" It is another error that they say that every oath is a 
mortal sin." (Seyssell.)t" 



Catholic Doctrine. 

Oaths taken with due deliberation and in the 
interest of truth and justice, are praiseworthy, in 
accordance with Jeremiah (ch. iv.): "Thou shalt 
swear, as the Lord liveth, in truth and in judgment 
and in justice."** 



* Item dicunt Vcddenses quod omne juramenium, quantumcumqtie jucUaalUer 
et veridici factum, sit peccatum et reprohatum, (Pilichdorff.) 

t Alius error quo dicunt omne juramentum esse peccatum mortale. (Arch. 
Seyssell.) 



" This opinion of the Waldenses is 
founded on that saying of our Lord (Matth. 
▼.) ; ** But I say to you, Swear not at all 
... let your speech be yea, yea, nay, nay, 
and whatsoever is more than this, cometh 
of evil." 

^ The Catholics understand this expres- 
sion of our Lord in this sense only, that we 
are not allowed to swear rsshly and impru- 
dently; and that our taking oaths by the 
name of God is also blameable, when it is to 
a fidsehood, or without due consideration, or 
for an unjust cause. But at the same time, 
the Catholics maintain that it is a mistake to 



say that eveiy oath is absolutely and uncon- 
ditionally forbidden. Because St. Paul says 
(Heb. yi.), that *< An oath for confirmation 
is the end of all . . . controrersy." And the 
same Apostle swore saying (ad Rom. i.), 
<< God is my witness, whom I serve." And 
not only the angel in the Apocalypse (ch. 
X. 6), " Swore by Him that liveth for ever and 
ever ;** but also our Lord often swears in the 
Gospels. And in Deuteronomy (ch. vi.), is 
thus prescribed : ** Thou shalt fear the Lord 
thy Oad . . . and thou shalt swear by his 
name." 
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§ 9. 
Waldensian Tenet. 

Every lie is a mortal sin. 

" Another error of the Waldenses is their saying that every 
lie is a mortal sin." (Arch. Seyssell).**^ 



Catholic Doctrine. 

Though every lie is a fault, yet there are lies 
which do not make men guilty of a mortal sin.*" 



♦ Alius error quo Vcddensea asserunt, omne mendacium esse peccatum mor- 
tale, (Arch. Seyssell.) 



^ The source of this opinion may be 
traced to the following passages understood 
by them in an absolute sense : ** The mouth 
that lieth killeth the soul " (Wisdom i. 11); 
and, ** Lying lips are an abomination to the 
Lord"(Prov. xii. 22). 

'^ The Catholics understand the Scriptural 
passages abore quoted with some limitation, 
not to follow into an absurdity if they be 
taken unconditionally. For instance, it 
being written : " Erery man is a liar," on 
the supposition that ereiy lie is a mortal sin. 



it would follow that erery man is an enemy 
of God, deserving everlasting perdition; as 
it is also written that God will send into 
perdition all those who speak lies. And 
they quote untrue assertions made by Joseph 
the Patriarch, by the Jewish midwives, by 
Judith, &c. &c. And on the consideration 
that these persons are not condemned by 
the Bible as guilty of a mortal sin on that 
account, the Catholics conclude that this 
Waldensian opinion is untenable. 



<• 
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S 10. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

Purgatory is a dream, an invention of the sixth 

century. 

" Therefore the Scripture says, and we mast believe it, 

That all the men of the world will go through two roads : 
The good will go into glory, the wicked to torments.'* 

(La Nohla Ley^on)* 

"As there is not any express mention of such place as 
Purgatory in any passage of the Law, nor have the Apostles 
left to us any express instruction about it, nor has the 
primitive Church, acting in accordance with the Gospel, left 
to us any order or command about the same ; and only after 
the year of our Lord five hundred and fifty-eight Pope 
Pelagius gave an order that a commemoration for the dead 
should be made in the Mass ; it remains that there is not 
any obligation to believe as an article of faith that after this 
life there is such a place as Purgatory." {%o Purg;atorf dottltd* 
The dream of the Purgatory. Waldensian Treatise ).f 

" In this article of Purgatory the Barbas of the Waldenses 
go astray very much, because they say that the departed 
souls are immediately either brought to eternal joy or 



* iBa f 'e0criptura tit e no0 ccepre (o Heten 
HDue tuit fi pomt M mont pec Hui c|)amin teiuent 
ti bon ?ren en aloria, li fellon in torment. 

(La Nohla Leyqon,) 

t Com en alcun luoc en la le? non fa^a alcuna 0pre^ mention H'aital luoc He 
IPuraatocit ni It 9po0tol an Iai00a a no0 alcun apre0 en0eicnamenty ni fa ^XtifUi 
primititMi cont)er0ant 0econti Ij ^Danaeli « « « non an li ora (HeliDeren) a no0 alcuna 
co0a per ocuenament ne pec commanHament ; ma IPelaei l^apa en apce0 li an Hel 
ftetanoc cinq cen0 et cinquanta |)uit, 0e Ieai0 fup aDec otnena, que en fa me00a 0e 
apa cecocHan^a He li moct, fa ce0ta que la non e0 He nece00ita cceire anaima article 
He JF^t e00er aital luoc He IPuraatori en apre0 a queota Hita. {Lo Purgntori soima, 

Walden$inu Treafisp.) 
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plunged into everlasting torments ; and *^ that Purgatoiy 
is a fiction invented by the avarice of the Clergy.'' (Arch. 
Seyssell).* 



Catholic Doctrink. 

The existence of Purgatory has been always be- 
lieved in the Church of God, and it is an article of 
Christian faith." 



* In hoc arttculo (de Purgatorio) Valdeiisium Barhcp aberrant maxime . . . 
aiunt enim defunctorum anwuis ad ceterna vel gandia vel suppUc'm . . . confesthn 
redpi, ecclesiasiicosque viros cupidtfate ejrcrecatos Ihirgatonum wnjixisse, (Arch. 
Seyssell.) 



*^ While believing with the Church that 
there are only two eternal places> the one 
prepared for the friends, the other for the 
enemies of God, heaycn and hell; the 
Catholics hold with the same Church that 
there is a third place in the next world, called 
Purgatory, where all persons, who die in the 
grace of God, but not having yet made suf- 
ficient penance for their sins already pardoned 
in relation to their guilt, are sent to be 
punished, till they, having perfectly satisfied 
the justice of God, are admitted to heaven. 

^ As to the assertions, that '<No such 
place as Purgatory has been known in the 
primitive Church/' the Catholics, besides 
mentioning some passages of St. Matth. 
(chap. xii»), and of St. Paul (1 Cor. chap. iii. 
^.), quote the twelfth chapter of the second 
book of the Maccabees. The first and the 
second book of this name are acknowledged as 
Canonical by the Catholic C*hurch, though they 
are not in the Canon of the Jews, as it was 
written under Esdras, namely, long before the 
existence of the Maccabees. Now we read there 
that " Judas making a gathering, sent twelve 
thousand drachmas of silver to Jerusalem for 
sacrifices to be offered for the sins of the 
dead." And that, '* It is therefore a holy 
and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, 
that they may be loosed from sins." Upon 
which passage St. Augustin thus remarks 
(** De cura pro Mortuis," cap. i.) : " We read 
in the books of the Maccabees, that a sacri- 
fice was offered for the dead. Yet though 
nothing of the kind could be read in the old 
Scriptures, not light is the authority of the 
Universal Church, which is openly famous for 
this practice ; where the commemoration for 
the dead has its place amongst the prnycrs 



of the Priests, which are offered to our Lord 
at his altar." In Maccabnorum libria legimug 
oblatum pro mortuis sacrificium. Sed, etsi 
numquam in Scripturis veterihus omnino 
legeretur, non pauca est Universe EcdesicB, 
qftct in hac consuetudine claret auctoritas; 
ubi in preribus SacerdotiSf quct Domino Deo 
ad eivs altarefundunturf locum habet etiam 
commendatio mortuorum. The Catholi<» 
quote besides the old Liturgies and a great 
number of Fathers of the Church, some of 
whom flourished in the very first centuries of 
Christianity, and all previous to the time of 
the Popes Pelagius and Gregory the Great. 
They are all speaking of the suffrages for 
the souls of the dead, they mention the 
purging fire, and some of them expressly say, 
that this belief has been taught by the 
Apostles (see Tertull. *' De corona Militis," 
cap. iii. ; Origen, •* Hom. 12 in Hierem ; " 
St. Cyrill of Jerus"*. *< Catech. 8 Mystag. ante 
medium;" St. Cyprian, £p. Ixvi., and very 
of^en St. Augustin. I will only quote St. 
Chrysostom (Hom. ii. in Ep°*. ad Philip.), 
" It is not without reason, that by the Apostles 
it has been prescribed that, during the cele- 
bration of the venerable mysteries, a com- 
memoration be made of those who departed 
from us. The Apostles knew that thence 
they should obtain a great emolument, a 
great advantage . . . How should we not 
appease God by praying for them." Non 
frustra ab Apostolis sanritum, ut in celebra' 
tione venerandorum Mysteriorum memoria 
fiat eorum qui hinc dormierunt. Noverunt^ 
illismultum hinc emolumentum fieri, multum 
utilitatis .... Quomodo Deum non placare» 
mus pro istis orantes f 
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Waldensian Tenet. 

The Indulgences of the Church are an invention 

of covetous Priests. 

" The Waldenses equally condemn the Indulgences of 
the Prelates of the Church." (Pilichdorff) .♦ 

" They affirm that Indulgences are an invention of bad 
Priests, in order to extort money from the ignorant." (Arch. 
Seyssell).t^* 

Catholic Doctrine. 

The power of granting Indulgences is not derived 
from any invention of man, but from the authority 
given by our Lord to the Church.*® 



♦ Item reprobant Valdenses Indulgentias Prcelatorum Ecclesice, (Pilich- 
dorff.) 

t Ipsi affirmant . . . Indulgentias esse inventas a pseudosacerdotUms ad 
extorquendas ab imperitis pecunias, (Arch. Seyssell.) 



^ The Waldenses enjoy the reputation of 
having made the first attack upon Indul- 
gences. WickliiTf Huss, Luther, Melancthon, 
and principally Calvin, distinguished them- 
selves by dwelling on the same doctrine ; but 
we do not know of any body of refoi-mers 
who had taken their stand against Indul- 
gences before the Waldenses. Filichdorff 
(ch. XXX.) admits that the Waldenses and 
many Catholics of his time doubted about 
the value of Indulgences by reason of the 
indiscreet promises of the coUectors of alms : 
Hoc facit indiscreta pronunciatio qvctattu)" 
wrum Sacerdotum, qui indifferenter omnibus 
hominibus hoc et Ulud /acientibus Indul- 
gentias promittunt. However, the same 
author adds that those assertions and pro- 
mises were made against the intention of the 
Pope and of the Prelates of the Church, 
who do not grant Indulgences to every body, 
but only to those who are truly penitent, 
who confess and are contrite: Et hoc non 
est in mente Domini Papa et aliorvm Prct- 
latorumf qui non dant ens nisi vere patniten- 



tibus et confessis et contritis. 

^ The Catholic doctrine about Indulgences 
is this, that when our Lord said to His 
Apostles (Matth. xviii.) : '* Whatsoever you 
shall . . . loose upon earth shall be loosed 
also in heaven ; ** He gave to the first Pre- 
lates of the Church the power of remitting to 
the penitent man, under some conditions, the 
temporal penalties due for the sins already 
pardoned in relation to their guilt, but not 
yet atoned by the necessary satis£M;tion to 
the justice of God. And beginning with the 
pardon given by St. Paul to the penitent 
man of Corinth (2 Cor. ii.), and continuing 
with the pardon granted by the Church to 
repentant sinners, at the request and through 
the intercession of those who had suflfered or 
were suffering for their faith ; the Catholics 
conclude by quoting Indulgences granted 
from ancient times to those who visited on 
some stated days, particular Churches or 
holy places, or performed some prescribed 
pious works, centuries and centuries before 
the Waldenses rose agamst them. 
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§ 12. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

There is no obligation to fast, nor to keep holy 

any day, Sunday excepted. 

" Another error of the Waldenses is to reprove religious 
abstinence." (Arch. Seyssell, sheet lxxiii.).* 

" No day is to be kept holy, except Sunday." (Eneas 
Sylvius, *^Hist. Bohem.")t 

Remarks : To fast and to keep holy some particular days 
in the week are laws of the Church. Therefore the united 
assertions of the Waldenses may be considered as corollaries 
to that tenet, in which they maintained that the Prelates of 
the Church, being all wicked, have no authority, and that in 
consequence their precepts are not binding. Yet the Wal- 

m 

denses did not condemn voluntary mortifications, &c. as we 
have seen before. 

Catholic Doctrine. 

All Christians are obliged to keep holy, not only 
the Sundays, but also all other particular days 
appointed by the authority of the Church ; and to 
fast and abstain on some other days, according to 
the ordinances of the same Church, if there is no 
good reason to be exempted. There may be quoted 
here St. Augustin, ("Ad Januarium," Epis. 118. 2), 
saying, that St. Ambrose told him thus : *' When I 
go to Rome I fast on the Sabbath day, when I am 
here (in Milan) I do not fast. You do the same. 
Keep the custom of the Church of that place in 
which you are." Cum Romam venio jejuna Sabbato^ quum 
hie sum non jejuno. Sic etiam tu, ad quam forte Ecclesiam 
veneris^ ejus morem serva. 

♦ Alius error VcUdefisium quo improbant jejunia, (Arch. Seyssell.) 
t -iVw/Za die ah opere cesmndum, ni^ Dominica, (Eneas Sylvius). 
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§ 13. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Invocation of Saints cannot be admitted. 

*' Now, it is to be said of the Invocation of Saints, which 
(the Catholics) publish as it were an article of faith, saying 
that the Saints existing in heaven are to be prayed to by us 
who live. . . . And this does not appear worthy of belief." 
(Waldensian Treatise).* 

" They hold that the blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints 
of heaven are not to be invoked by us, because they cannot 
pray for us. . . . They do not say the 'Hail Mary.' " (Pilich- 
dorff).t 

'' They say that mortals are not in need of their interces- 
sion, Christ alone being more than sufficient to do everything 
for us all ; and the Saints absorbed in the delights of their 
felicity do not know what is passing here below" (Arch. 
Seyssell).! 



* 9lra eis a Dice De I'inDocation De li aanct, la quaf publican coma pet anicle 
He fe, Dtisent que li 0anct existent en la patria celeotial 0on ti*e0j8ec preaa lia no0 
Dient. « . « ®t ai^o non e0 t)i0t e00ef De cre?te» (Waldemian Treatise,) 

t Tenent Beatam Vinjiuem et Sanctos in patria non esse invocandos a nobis, 
quia non j)0Si*tuit orare pw nobis . . . Non dicunt * Ave Maria,' (Pilichdorff.) 

t Dicunt Siinctorum . . . suffragio tfiortal^ lum indigere, Christo omnibus 
ad ofnnia ahundc snfficicnte, . , . Et Sanctos ea qu<je in sceculojiunt ignorare, tanta 
felicitatis iliius amcfnitate capti. (Arch. Beyssell.) 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

It is good and useful to have recourse to the 
intercession of Saints, and all persons who con- 
demn this practice are out of the pale of the 
Church.*^ 



** The Catholic teaching on the inrocation 
of Saints is not precisely that expressed hy 
the quoted Waldensian tenet. The defini- 
tion of the Church does not say that the 
Saints of hearcn are to be prayed to by us ; 
as though any Christian, who does not pray 
through the Saints, were a trespasser against 
the prescription of the Church. She only 
says that the iuTOcation of Saints is good and 
useful in accordance with the Tradition and 
the written doctrine of the Old and New 
Testament. The condemnation, therefore, of 
the Catholic Church is only against those 



who say that the Saints are not to be in- 
Toked; that they do not pray for us; that 
their inrocation is an idolatry against the 
Word of God, and against our only Mediator 
Jesus Christ, &c. (see Council of Trent, seas. 
25, Deer, de invocatione, veneratione, ^c. 
Sanctor.) The Catholics, while invoking the 
Angels and Saints, and Mary the mother of 
Christ, do not mean any thing else than to 
have them as intercessors with our Lord, 
from whom alone every good gift and grace 
comes upon men. 
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§ 14. 

Waldensian Tenet. 

Every honour given in the Church to the holy 
images or paintings, and to the relics of Saints 
is to be abolished. 

" The Antichrist makes the people idolaters : he deceit- 
fully causes them to serve the idols of all the world under 
the name of Saints and of relics. . . . He causes the wor- 
ship of Latria, due only to God, to be given to men, male 
and female Saints parted from this world, and to their images, 
noisome corpses, relics." (Waldensian Treatise on the Anti- 
christ. )»«" 

" The Waldenses say that the Images and Pictures are to 
be abolished." (Reinerius Sacco.)t 

''They say that Christians are idolaters by reason of 
Images and the Cross." (Pilichdorff.)J 



* Ho anticf)ri0t f& inoloter fo poblet atttii fraunolentement a IO0 ilioIO0 He 
tot lo monH j80t li 0ant et a Ia0 reliquia0« « * * Da fatria a li |)ome 0anct 0ancta0 
trapa00a T)*aque0t monDt a0 a Ia0 imagena0 He lor, aala0t reliquia0» (Waldensian 

Treatise " de Antichrif»t.") 

t Imagines et Picturas diaint esse abolendas, (Reinerius Sacco.) 

J Dicunt Christianos esse idolokUros propter Imagines et Signum Crudfixi. 

(Pilichdorff.) 



^ Some ground for this Waldensian tenet above, or that are in tlie earth beneath, or 

is to be found in Deuteronomy (ch. v.), and that abide in the water under the earth, 

in Exodus (ch.xx), where it is said: "Thou Thou shalt not adore them, and thou shalt 

shalt not make to thyself a graven thing, nor not serve them. For I am the Lord thy 

the likeness of any things that arc in heaven God, a jealous God/' 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

The religious honour given in the Church to holy 
images and paintings, and to the relics of Saints, 
is in accordance with the revelation of the Bible 
and ancient Tradition, and has nothing to do with 
idolatry.*' 



^ The Catholicfl understand the quoted 
passage not as forbidding us to mako any 
tigures or paintings, or giving any kind of 
honour to them» but as simply and solely 
forbidding the making of figures or paintings 
of any thing in order to adore them as idols 
and gods. They quote, besides, many other 
pasitages of the same Bible, in which the 
figures which God ordered Moses and David 
to make, and place in the sanctuary in the 
middle Temple, &c. are mentioned. The 
same Catholics confirm their interpretation 
by saying that, if a different explanation be 
given to the quoted passage, it would imply 
an open contradiction between the two 
orders issued by the same Almighty God. 



Further, explaining the Greek word 
** Aarpfia/' as meaning the supreme highest 
religious honour due to God alone, principallj 
by the offering of sacrifices ; and stating that 
in the Catholic Church no sacrifice is offered 
to Mary the Mother of God, nor to any 
Angel or Saint, or to any painting or figure of 
Saints ; but only to God alone, and that the 
Saints are simply honoured ss friends and 
servants of God, and their figures and relics 
as objects relating to the servants and friends 
of Go<l ; the snme Citholics disclaim any 
participation with idolatry, or with idolatrous 
superntitions (see St. Augustin "Contra 
Faustum," lib. v. cap. xix. and lib. xxi?. 
cap. V.)- 
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§ 15. 

Ol^ TWO TENETS RELATING TO LaY MAGISTRATES, 
AND TO THE PRECEPT, NOT TO KiLL. 

Eneas Sylvius (l. c.) assures us that the Waldenses 
held, that " A lay magistrate, if wicked and guilty of a 
mortal sin, does not possess any authority, and that he 
then is not to be obeyed."* And Archbishop Seyssell 
states, that " They affirmed generally that to kill a man is 
a mortal sin."! Nevertheless, it does not seem that these 
two tenets can be put in the roll of their unchanged religious 
opinions. Because they at any rate retracted the former 
before the middle of the sixteenth century, when they pro- 
fessed " To acknowledge the Princes of the earth." And 
in relation to the latter, the same Archbishop Seyssell re- 
marks, that " The Waldenses of his time did not hold it 
unconditionally, but made some exception, for instance, 
when a man is executed in accordance with the laws of 
justice, for public vengeance," &c. 



* Qui mortalia culpae reus sit, eum neque Saeculari nequt Ecdesiastica dig- 
nitate poUere, neque parendum ei, (Eneas Sylvius.) 

t Omne homicuUum martale peccatum esse affirmant, (Seyssell.) 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

Every legitimate magistrate is to be obeyed as 
far as concerns his: lawful authority, as St. Paul 
says (Rom. xiii. 2), that ** He that resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God; and they 
that resist purchase to themselves damnation." 
And with St. Peter (1 Eph. ii.) they repeat: *'Fear 
God. Honour the King. Servants be subject to 
your masters with all fear, not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward." 

In relation to the precept, Not to kill, the Catholics, 
whilst maintaining that every wilful murder and suicide is 
a mortal sin ; at the same time admit that there are instances 
in which the destruction of man's life is not to be accounted 
to be a sin : as when a criminal deserving capital punishment 
is condemned and put to death ; when soldiers are fighting 
and killing in time of lawful war ; and also when it happens 
that a man occasionally kills another in self-defence, or 
through some innocent mistake, &c. Therefore, if the 
Waldenses admitted alike exceptions, there could not have 
been any disagreement on this point between them and the 
Catholics. 
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Section IV. 

RELIGIOUS TENETS ADOPTED AT A LATER PERIOD BY THE 
BOHEMIAN WALDENSES BEFORE THE TIME OF LUTHER AND 
CALVIN. 

•FTER having related the principal tenets of the 
ancient Waldenses, I will now quote some of the 
articles contained in that Waldensian confession 
of faith, which their Bohemian brethren sent to Wladislaus, 
King of Hungary, in the year 1508 (" Rerum Bohem. An- 
tiqui Scriptores," by Freher. Hanoviae, 1602). As I under- 
took to mention the religious doctrines held by the Waldenses 
before the time of Luther and Calvin, I feel myself obliged 
to say something on the said confession of faith, on account 
of its having been written before the time of the said 
reformers. 

In the fourteenth century John Wickliff rose in Eng- 
land, iand in the following century John Huss in Bohemia. 
These two followed the Waldenses in nearly all their tenets 
enumerated in our last section, and on this ground Wickliff 
and Huss might be styled Waldensian disciples, though 
they added many more articles of their own, at variance 
with the universal Church. Thence it naturally happened 
that the Bohemian Waldenses, though in some way their 
masters, in other points followed the novelties of their 
disciples. 
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§ 1- 



THE TENET OF THE BOHEMIAN WALDENfeES ON 

AURICULAR CONFESSION. 

" The Bohemian Waldenses held that Auricular 
Confession is useless, and that it is enough to con- 
fess our sins to God." (Eneas Sylvius, " Bohem. 
Hist."*^ 



Catholic Doctrine. 

There is an obligation imposed by our Lord upon 
Christians to confess their grievous sins to the 
authorized priests.^ 



* Auricularem Canfessionein nugarein esse; siifficere sua guemque Deo con- 
fiteri peccata. (Eneas Sylvius, l. c.) 



^ The reason generally alleged against 
Auricular Confession is chiefly this, that God 
alone knows men's hearts, and He alone 
forgives the repentant sinners. 

^ The Catholics, on the authority of the 
Gospels understood in accordance with the 
old Tradition of the Church, hold that 
Auricular Confession of sins is commanded to 
Christians by our Lord with His positive 
precept, when He said (John xx. 23): 
" whose sins you nhall forgive, they are for- 
given them, and whose sins you shall retain, 
tiiey are retained." And in support of this 
doctrine, they quote the Acts of the Apostles 
(xix. 18), St. James (v. 16), Oripen 
(•'Horn. 2 in Levit ad Hom. 2 inPs. 37"), 
St. Cyrian ("De Lapsis"),' St. Gregory 
of Nyssa (" Adrersus cos qui conrcrsione in- 



digent."), St. Basil (in "Reg. Brev." 288), 
St. Augustin (Horn. 49, ex lib. 50 Homil.), 
St. Leo the Great (£p. 91, ad " Theod. 
Episc."), &c. &c. And. in relation to the 
Decree of the General Council of Lateran, 
under Innocent III., in the year 1215, 
obliging every adult Christian to confess his 
sins to the lawful Priest at least once a 
year ; the Catholics remark that it was not 
a law establishing Auricular Confession for 
the first time (as Auricular Confession of 
sins is a part of the Sacrament of Penance 
instituted by our Lord), but a simple law of 
the Church, directing Christians not to allow 
a year to pass without fulfilling this already 
existing dirine precept of confessing their 
grierous sins. 
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§ 2. 

DEFINITION OF THE CHURCH OF GOD GIVEN BY THE 

BOHEMIAN WALDENSES. 

Another change in the Waldensian doctrine, and a very 
substantial one, is the definition of the Church. They say 
(l. c. p. 240), " That the holy Catholic Church, which they 
believe is the whole of the elect from the beginning of the 
world to its end." But that in relation to the ministries, 
" They believe that the holy Catholic Church is the con- 
gregation of all Ministers and people obeying the Divine 
will, and by obedience united under the same subjection 
from the beginning till the consummation of all times." 
Which is in substance the definition printed by Morland in 
the Catechism, in shape of dialogue, between the Barba and 
the Infant. " The Church of God " (it is said there) " com- 
prises in her substance the whole of the elect of God ; but, 
in what relates to her ministry, the Church of God com- 
prises the Ministers with the people subject to them, and 
participating in the same ministries through faith, hope, 
and charity." 
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CATHOLIC DEFINITION OF THE CHURCH OF GOD 

ON EARTH. 

The Catholics, regarding the quoted definitions as con- 
fused as well as very gratuitous in what relates to the Church 
of God on this earth, which ought to be Visible^ One^ Boly^ 
Catholic^ or Universal and Apostolic; reject them, and thus 
define the Church of God on earth : 

"The Church is the society of all those who profess 
the faith and the doctrine of Christ ; which Church Christ, 
the Prince of Shepherds, confided to the Apostle Peter and 
his Successors^ to be ruled and governed."* 



* Ecclesia est omnium Christi fidem atque doctrinam prqfitentium timywsi- 
tas, quam princeps pastorum Christus turn Petro Apostolo turn hujtts Successaribus 
pascendajn tradidit atque guberiiandam, (Petor Canisius, " Christian Doctrine," 
ColonisB, 1577, p. 131). 



* The writer of this definition of the 
Church illustrates and explains its Ust part 
with many authorities ; and concludes with 
that well known passage of one of the oldest 
fathers of the Church, quoted and praised 
also by Tertullian, St. Irenajus (''Adversus 
Hseres." lib. in. cap. iii.), who says that " It 
is necessary that all Churches, namely, all 
believers existing in every part of the world, 



should unite to the Church of Rome for the 
sake of her powerful primacy, and for her 
having kept tiio Tradition of the Apostles :*' 
Ad hanc JEcdesiam propter potentiorem {alibi 
potiorem) principaliteUem necesse est omnem 
convenire Ecclesiam, hoc est, eos qui sunt 
vndiquefideles ; in qua semper ab iis qui sunt 
vndique conservata est ea qua est ab Apos- 
tolis Tradition 
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§ 3. 



THE TENET OF THE BOHEMIAN WALDENSES ON THE 

HOLY COMMUNION. 

" It is necessary to receive the Holy Eucharist 
under the two kinds of bread and wine." (" Rerum. 
Bohem. Script." l. c. p. 250).®' 



CATHOLIC DOCTRINE. 



It is not commanded, nor necessary, that, laymen 
should receive the Holy Communion under the two 
kinds of bread and wine.*® 



^ The Bohemian Wnldenses supported 
their assertion by that passnge of the Gospel 
in which it is said, that without eating the 
flesh and drinking the blood of the Lord, we 
shall not have life in us. 

^ While admitting that at the beginning 
of Christianity, laymen received generally 
the communion under the two kinds of bread 
and wine, when they assisted at the celebra- 
tion of the Holy mysteries; the Catholics, in 
support of their doctrine, make the following 
remarks : — Ist^ That even in the Primitive 
Church, the Holy Communion, when not ad- 
ministered to those present at the time of 
the celebration of the Holy mysteries, was 
given under the kind of bread alone, not only 
to the laity, but also to the Priests and 
Bishops. 2nd, That as our Saviour assumed 
our human nature, soul and body, in unity 
of His Divine Person, and as His living body 
is undivided from His Divine blood ; to re- 
ceive the communion under one kind (say of 



bread) alone is to receive at the same time 
His blood. Srd, That, in consequence, an 
equal grace is given to those who receive our 
Lord under the two kinds, or under the kind 
of bread alone, if they are equally well disposed 
in their souls. 4M, That to give the com- 
munion under the two kinds, or under the 
kind of bread alone, is a matter left to the 
discretion of the Church, as is the case with 
all other practices which do not pertain to 
the substance of Sacraments (see the "Coun- 
cil of Trent/' seas. 21, ch. i., and §tqq,). 
For these, reasons, the Catholics conclude 
that it is not necessary to receive the Holy 
Eucharist under the two kinds of bread and 
wine ; and that the Church had and has the 
lawful power to prescribe to the laity, and to 
the Priests and Bishops, when they are not 
themselves celebrating the Holy Mysteries, 
to receive the communion under the kind of 
bread alone. 
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§ 4. 



THE TENET OF THE BOHEMIAN WALDENSES ON 

TBANSUBSTANTIATION. 

" The Bohemian Waldenses rejected admittance 
to the word 'Transubstantiation' in reference to the 
Mystery of Eucharisty." (" Rerum Bohem. Script." 
L. c. p. 264).®* 



CATHOLIC STATEMENT ON THE SAME. 

The doctrine expressed by the word "Transub- 
stantiation " is founded on the written and the tra- 
ditional Word of God, and has been always believed 
in the Church.^^ 



® The word Transuhstantiation, adopted 
by that General Council of Latcran, under 
Innocent HI. — by which the Waldenses were 
condemned in 1215 — ^was rejected by the 
Bohemian Waldenses, after having adopted 
with Wickliff the tenet that the substance 
of bread and wine remains in the Eucharist 
after the words of consecration, as the 
Lutherans also did afterwards. Tet the 
same Bohemian Waldenses, in this confession 
of faith^ still admit in some degree the real 
prcAence of the body of Christ in the 
Eucharist, as appears from the following 
words (l. c. pag. 261) : *' Dicimus autem et 
simpiiciter confitemur quod nobis est unus 
Deus et unus Dormnus Jesus Christus, et 
quod est in Sacramento cum sua naturali 
corpore talis sed pcraliam existentiam quam 
in dextris Dei, et adhuc dicimus quod est 
etiam cum came spiritali.'* 

''^ The doctrine of the Catholic Church 
expressed by the word Transubstantiation^ 
is this, that when a duly consecrated Priest 
pronounces officially the words of consecra- 
tion on the bread and wine, then, by the 
power of the Almighty, the substance of the 
bread and of the wine is changed into the 
substance of the body and blood of Christ, 
notwithstanding the outline, and form, and 
taste of bread and wine remaining un- 
changed. And this doctrine ia derived both 
from the EvangeUsts, and from the sayings 



of St Paul (ad Cor. Ep. 1), and is ex- 
plained by the old Fathers of the Church. 
I will quote here, as an instance, the ex- 
pressions of St. Cyrill of Jerusalem (<< Cat. 4 
Mystag.") : « When Christ himself thus 
affirms and says of the bread, < This is my 
body,' who is there afterwards who should 
dare to be doubtful ? Once he changed the 
water into wine by his holy will, and is it 
not right to believe him, that he had changed 
the wine into blood ? Therefore, let us re- 
ceive the body and blood of Christ with all 
certainty. Because, under the species of 
bread, is given his body to you, and under 
the species of wine, is given to you his 
blood. Keep it as most certain that the 
bread which we see is not bread, though to 
our taste it seems bread, but it is the body 
of Christ; and the wine which we see, 
though to the taste appears to be wine, it is 
not wine, but it is the blood of Christ." 
Quare cum omni certitudine corpus et 
sanguinem Christi sumamus. Nam sub 
specie pants datur tibi corpus, et sub specie 
vini datur sanguis . . . Pro certissimo habeas 
panem hunc qui videtur a nobis non esse 
panemy etiamsi gustus panem esse sentitU, sed 
esse corpus Christi, et vinum quod a nobis 
conspicitur, tametsi sensui gustus vtnum esse 
videatvr, non tamen vinum, sed sanguinem 
esse Christi. 
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CONCLUSION. 

iT has been clearly proved, by means of undeniable 
authorities, that the Waldenses had their first 
origin in the second half of the twelfth century, 
and that Peter of Vaud, the rich merchant of Lyons, was 
their founder; that the persecutions endured by the Wal- 
denses in Piemont were chiefly caused by their transgressing 
the laws of the country and the orders of their civil rulers ; 
that the barbarities described by an unfaithful historian, and 
on his authority published by other writers, as perpetrated 
against them in the year 1655, are all mere inventions of a 
deceiver; and that the religious opinions adopted by the 
same Waldenses, after separating from the Universal Church, 
are not the doctrines taught by our Lord or his Apostles. 

The gentle reader, who has seen and perused this little 
volume, not commendable indeed for its elocution and style, 
but yet entitled to some consideration on account of the 
authorities and documents herein contained, will, I hope, 
take now the trouble to cast his eyes again on my pre- 
face, and compare the established historical facts with the 
unwarranted assertions related there to have been made 
at a meeting held last year at the London residence of a 
noble Duke. In making this comparison, he will be sur- 
prised at seeing the old saying confirmed, that " There is 
nothing so clear and certain that may not be easily dis- 
torted by false assertions and sophistries." In fact, none of 
those bold assertions there made, can stand when brought 
face to face with the real facts. Every proposition stated 
there is not only incorrect, but has not any foundation of 
truth. It is not true that the " Waldenses had guarded 
the primitive Christianity of the Apostles for at least six- 
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teen hundred years." They appeared the first time only 
six hundred years ago. It is not true, that " The beginning 
of their belief is unknown." By a great number of con- 
temporaries it is proved that they separated from the 
Universal Church, of whom they were children, in the second 
half of the twelfth century. And, setting aside the other 
assertions respecting their doctrines and sufferings, so fully 
contradicted in the second and third parts, it is not true 
that Irenaeus, the glorious Bishop and Martyr of Lyons, 
" Had founded in the second century a Church for the Wal- 
denses." They did not exist until ten centuries after his 
time. That St. Irenaeus, the champion of the Apostolical 
succession of the Roman Pontiffs, the assertor of the Tradi- 
tions of the Church, the conqueror of all heresies, can be 
stated to have founded a Church for those who resisted the 
Roman Church, rejected the Traditions of the ancient 
Fathers, and held doctrines characterized as heretical by 
the same Church, is most intolerable and calumnious. 

The labour I have undergone in collecting and putting 
in order and commenting upon the documents published, 
many of them for the first time, in this volume, will not be 
despised, I hope, by those learned men who, being free from 
prejudiced opinions, will be glad to see some better light 
shining upon the Waldensian origin and facts. These facts 
have too often been distorted and misrepresented, on ac- 
count of the narrative of John Leger being taken as a true 
historical statement. It will be a full reward to me, and 
will cause me to forget the tediousness of my labour, if 
these persons will judge that I have not lost my time, 
and am giving to the public a volume not altogether un- 
profitable. 

Before ending I cannot disguise my fear in relation to 
another class of persons, who have the idea deeply rooted 
in their mind that the Waldenses are the link of the golden 
chain connecting the Protestants and new Reformers with 
the Apostles and disciples of the Primitive Church. When 
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hearing of a book which shows clearly that the imaginary 
link does not exist, and that the Apostolical origin, the 
innocent conduct, and the pure doctrine of the old Wal- 
denses cannot be maintained ; they will, perhaps, rise up 
against my little work. I can well imagine that some of 
this class will at least say that this publication is only good 
for mischief ; that it is contrary to the persuasion of all the 
good friends of the Vaudois ; and that it would have been 
much better to have left matters as they stood for centuries. 
Such persons may be compared to that man mentioned by 
Horace, who, instead of being grateful to his friends for 
having restored him to his senses, reproached them in these 
words : " By Jove ! you have killed and not saved me, 
friends, by taking thus forcibly away my pleasure and the 
most pleasing rambling of my mind."* 

I conclude by saying to those, who are more influenced 
by party spirit than by a love of truth, that no objection 
against this poor volume will be conclusive, if the Docu- 
ments brought forward here are not proved to be false. 



• Pol ! me occidistis, amid, 
Non servdstiSf ait ; cut sic extorta volvptas, 
Et demptus per vim mentis gratissimns error, 

(Hor. Epistol. lib. ii. ep. ii, ad Julium Florum.) 
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gCTS. Pnblio orRemont, 
r^arliost in which the 
WaldenBoaare named, 

t to the Wal 
denses from England in 1655, tt 
tho amount of £7500, note 40, p. flO 

Ba&ba, name given by the Walden. 
Hes to their spiritaal rulere in Pii 
mont, and why, 42. 

Bcllavilla (de). See Borfaone. 

Betes Majns, or Bolosmanis, or Be 
lestnanis. Arc) ibi shop of Lyom 
erilas the Woldonsea from hia dis- 
tiict. note 6, pp. 3. 12, 13, 14, 89. 

Bernard, Abbot of Chaude Fontaine, 
writer against tJie Waldeneee about 
the year 1200; 14, 16. 

Archbishop of Narbonne, 

coudemna the WaldeflHee as h^re- 
ticB. according to the aentonco of 
Baymandus de Devoutria., 14, 15. 

^ Primo, formerly & Waldensia, 

united to tho Catholic Church, nud 
chief of a roli^oQB aocioty approved 
by Pope Alexander HI., in 1210, 
89. 

Bianchi, a criminal condemned to 
death, quoted by J. Loger, aa con- 
firming the details of hia narrative, 
72. 

BlessingB. See CocBscration. 

Borbone. or do Bella Villa P. StevftO, 
a preacher of the Dominican order, 
author of a book on the gifts of the 
Holy Ghoat, 9. 

hia intereating account of the 

origin of the WaldenBos, 10, 14 

BrwlEhaw. Henry, Librarian of tho 
University of Cambridge, discoverer 



of the long loat Waldenaian manu- 

Bcripta, preface ; 
hia atatement on the true dates 

of the same, 53, 54, 
Brethren of Our Lord, tho ao-called, 

his cousioB, note 43, p. B9. 

Casdcis' (De) gamnel, opiniona on the 

WaldenBoa. 31, 32. 

Champion (Rev. Edmund) view of 
the antiquity of the WaldenaeB, 
32.33. 

Church (The) of God, failure of, under 
Pops Sylvester, aaaerted by the 
Waldenaea, 8, 101. 

denied by the Catholics, note 44, 

p. 102. 

definition of, according to the 

Boliemian WaldeaseB, and accord- 
ing to the Catholics, note 66, p. 127. 

Claodios, Bishop of Turin, an icon- 
oclast, had no followers — blamed 
by hia contemporarioa. dishonoured 
inhjarom^na, 45, 46. 

CommtmioQ under the two kinds, 
opinion of the Waldcnses and Ca- 
tholica concerning, notes 67. 68, p. 
128. 

Condemnation (the firat principal) of 
the Waldenaea, note 1, p. 2. 

Confession (Aoricular), denied by the 
Bohemian Walden sea, andconfessed 
neceesary by the Catholics, notes 
64, &5, p. 125. 

(Saoramoutal), doctrine of. ac- 
cording to the Waldenaes and the 
Catholics, notes 51, 63, p. 111. 

Conaecration and Bleaaing. opinions 
of tbo Waldenses, 106, and Catho- 
lics concerning, note 48, p. 107. 

CoDstaDtine the Great, did not leave 



184 



INDEX. 



the Western empire to Pope Syl- 
vester, note 33, p. 49. 
Cromwell, the Protector, offers to 
transplant the Waldenses to Ire* 
land, 70. 



Dates of the earliest public acts of 

Piemont in which the Waldenses 

are named, 44. 
(false), assigned by Leger and 

his followers to the oldest Walden- 

sian manuscripts, 52. 
the real, of the same manuscripts. 



63, 54 

proved, proofs from the contents 



of the Waldensian manuscripts, 
64-57. 
DocTBiNES (religious) of the Walden- 
ses : — 

do not contain many errors at- 
tributed to them by mistake, 87. 
— — not at first at variance with the 
doctrines of the Catholic Church, 
88 ; afterwards some of their doc- 
trines opposed to the teaching of 
the Church, 89. 

did not originally profess many 



doctrines afterwards adopted from 
Calvin, 90. 

profession of faith presented to 



the Senate of Turin, 90-91. 

reproached for their religious 



changes, by M. A. Rorengo, 91 ; ad- 
mitted at first, like the Catholics, 
the whole of the Bible, 93, 94; the 
Seven Sacraments, 95, 96; the 
honour due to the Virgin Mary, 
97, 98; the confession of sins, 98; 
the necessity of good works : — 
chastity — the indissolubility of 
marriage, 98, 99. 

Church. 

Communion. 

Confessions and confessing 
sins. 

Consecration. 

Fasting. 

Holy days. 

Images and relics. 

Indulgences. 

Lay magistrates. 

Lies, 

Lord's Prayer, 

Murders. 



See 
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' Oaths. 
Pope and Priests. 
Preaching. 
Bee \ Purgatory. 
Saints. 
Scriptures. 
Transubstantiation. 
Document (the oldest public) in which 

the Waldenses are mentioned, 43. 
Dubravius (John, Bishop of Olmutz), 
his opinion of the character of 
Peter Waldensis, 41. 
Dungalius writes against Claudius, 

Bishop of Turin, 46. 
Durandus of Huesca, formerly a mas- 
ter of Waldism, in Milan, united 
to the Catholic Church with many 
followers, 89. 

his Society approved in 1208, by 

Alomnd er lU., 89. 

Eneas Sylvius. See Piccolomini. 

Engraving representing the alleged 
massacres of the Waldenses'. See 
Massacres. 

Epoch (the) of the beginning of the 
Waldensian sect, confirmed by the 
Waldensian manuscripts, note 37, 
p. 61. See Origin and Dates. 

Fasting, the Waldenses deny the ne- 
cessity of, and the Catholics main- 
tain it, 117. 

Ferreri (St. Vincent), preaches in the 
valley of Angrogna, note 26, p. 37. 

Hermits of St. Augustin, the two 
Societies of Bernardo Prime and 
of Durandus of Huesca incorpo- 
rated with, in 1266, 89. 

Histoire veritable of the Vaudois, in 
the King's Library of Turin ; its 
author's opinion on John Leger, 
76, 76, 82. 

Holy days of obligation not admitted 
by the Waldenses, except Sundays ; 
contrary opinion of Catholics, 
117. 

Huss (John), See Wickliff. 

Images of Saints. See Belies. 

Indulgences condemned by the Wal- 
denses upheld by Catholics, note 
69, 60, p. 116. 

Innocent the Eighth ; his letter con- 



coming the crimoB of tho Wa!- 

den Be B, 64. 
laDouuut the Third coudemuB tho Wsl- 

denses, note 29, p. 43. 
Ireland, a part of, oflerod to tho 

Waldenaes of Piemout by Crom- 
well, note 41, p. 70, 
Irenieaa, St., wrongiy stated to have 

built a church to the Waldeneea. 

ConcluBioQ. 
Irish regiment, none with the mi- 

uiater PianeMa in 1665 ; 70. 71. 



James, Bishop of Turin ; his applica- 
tion to the Emperor Otho for 
UBStBtauce in driving away the 
WftldenBEB, note 28, p. 42. 

Joseph, chaBtity of St., asserted by 
tho WaldonBCB. 99. 

Lay Magwtbates, yiewa of the Wal- 
duuses concerning their power, &c., 
122, 123. 

Leger, Anthony, uncle of John, retires 
to Geneva, condemned to death, t>9, 
60,61. 

Leger, John, cantion respecting, 59. 

hia character, given by Guisher- 

non, 59. 

by the auttior of the " Hiatoire 

Veritable," 60. 

perverts the order of Maria 

Christina, 61. 

deceives Morland — forges dates of 

the Waldensian MSS.— his mis- 
statements — condemned to death 
for liigh treason, 62. 

sentence upon him, 63, 

his details of cruelties compared 

with tho real depositions, 73 to 

a3. 

his erroneous interpretations of 

the statementB of ReiueriuB Sacco 
— flf Pilichdorff — of Archbishop 
Seyssell — Samuel de Cosinis — 
Ed. Champion — Prior Rorengo — 
Ecv. T. Belvedere, 62. See also 
Bianchi and Mondoue, 

Loo in tho time of Constantino — re- 
puted facts concerning him mere 
fables, 27. 28. 29, 45, 46, 49. 

Lies, view of the Waldenses concem- 
iug, and of the Catholica, note 65. 
56, p. 113. 



Lingord's sketch about the facta of 

the year 1655 ; 68 to 71, 
Lord's Prayer, the doctrine of tho 

Waldenses as to; of tho Catholics, 

note 45, p. 103. 
Louis the Pious, causes many ec«le- 

siaetics to write against Claudius, 

bishop of Turin, 46. 
Laciue m., Pope, condemned tho 

WaldeuBes, in 1184. at Verona; 

his worda. notes 7 uid 8. See also 

Monn«tier, 16. 

Mashschipts, the extant Waldenaian, 

true antiquity of, note 37, p. 51. 
Mapes or Mapens, Walter ; his state- 
ment about the Waldenses ; hia 
work, "De Nugis Curialinm," in 
Rome at the third Council of Late- 
ran, note 25, pp. 34, 68. 
UasBacres, the supposed, described 
by Leger, first published with en- 
gravings by Morland, republished 
twenty-two years after by Leger, 
with the same engravings, com- 
pared with the real depositions, 71 
to 83. 

MondoDO, quoted by Leger aa having 
received the dopoeittous of the de- 
tails of tho sup]Kised massacres in 
hia quality of a public notary, not 
a notary then, and declared not to 
have received any depositiona, 72. 

Monastier, Anthony ; hia atateroent 
about the Pope Lucius the Second 
proved erroneous, note 39. p. 56, 
57. 

Moneta, Ven. Father, flourished in 
1230, professor of philosophy— bo- 
came a Dominican — wrote "Contra 
CatharoB et Vatdoneca" in 1244 — 
Vicar of St. Dominic in Milan— 
ovidcnce on the Origin of tho Wal- 
denses — hia arguments against 
some Waldensian tenets, 4 to 9. 

Morland, Sir Samuel, misinformed 
and misled by Leger in relation to 
tho Waldenaian facta, 52. 

hia " History of the Evangelical 

Church " may be regarded ae tho 
hrst edition of Leger — bis cha- 
racter defended, 53; aent by Crom- 
woll to Turin, and entertt^ned in 
Turin at the Duke's expense, 70. 

deposits the MSS. relating to 
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the descriptions of the cruelties of 
1655 in the Cambridge Library, 72. 

— his letter to Thurloe, 85. 

— his translation of a Waldensian 



passage, 97. 
Moscheim, statement of, that Peter of 

Yand or Yaux is the founder of the 

Waldenses, blamed by the English 

translator, 47, 48. 
Murders, particulars of, related by 

J. Leger proved inconsistent. See 

Massacres. 
doctrines of the Waldenses, 122, 

and of the Catholics, concerning, 

123. 

Neaitdeb, Dr. Augustus, derives the 
sect of the Waldenses from Peter 
Waldus, 48. 

Nobla Leygon, La, two MSS. of, exist- 
ing in the library of the University 
of Cambridge do not supp>ort the 
antiquity of the Waldensian sect 
stated by Leger — description of, 
62 to 57. 

— — — photograph and lithograph of, 
Frontiipiece, 58. 

Oaths, doctrine of the Waldenses as 
to, notes 53, 54, p. 112; of the Ca- 
tholics, ib. 

Obedience to lay magistrates not al- 
ways denied by the Waldenses, 122. 

Catholic teaching about the 

same, 123. 

Opinions. See Beligious Opinions. 

Origin of the Waldenses, note 3, pp. 2, 
6, 8, 11, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26, 27, 28, 34, 
35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 45, 48, 50, 57. 

Paintings. See Eelics. 

Perrin derives the Yaudois from 

Peter Yaldo, 47. 
has not translated faithfully the 

Waldensian MSS., 96. 

his history the offspring of the 



French Protestant Church, 97. 
Persecution of the Waldenses in Pie- 

mont; why they were persecuted, 

63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 84, 85. 
details of facts relating to the 

persecution of 1655 ; 69, 70. 
Pianezza, Marquis of, fought against 

the Waldenses, 69. 
Piccolomini's, Eneas Sylvius, state- 



ment does not confirm the false 
antiquity of the Waldenses, 30. 

Pilichdorff, Peter, S. T. P.; epoch of 
his writing on the Waldenses, and 
various MSS. of his work, 20. 

true version of a passage from, 

unfaithfully quoted by Leger and 
others, 21. 

mistake in the mis written num* 



ber of years corrected, 22. 

Pope (the Pope of Rome) called an 
heresiarch by the Waldenses; re- 
spected by the Catholics as the 
Primate and Chief of the Church of 
God, 108, 109. 

Preaching, public, permitted to every- 
body, according to the Waldenses, 
not according to Catholics, note 50, 
p. 110. 

Priests, when wicked, have no au- 
thority, according to the Wal- 
denses, 108; according to the Ca- 
tholics, their authority depends only 
upon their ordination, note 49, p. 
109. 

Purgatory, the, regarded by the Wal- 
denses as an invention of the sixth 
century, 114. 

by Catholics maintained to be an 

article of old Christian faith, notes 
57, 58, p. 115. 



Ratmundus de De\^entria. See Ber- 
nard, Archb. of Narbonne. 

Records of public men proving the 
rebellion of the Waldenses, 84. 

Eeinerius Sacco, from being bishop 
of heretics, became a Dominican, 
and defender of the Catholic fkith. 

notices about the MSS. of his 

works, note 9, p. 17. 

passage of his work misconstrued 



by Leger and others. 

— derives the Waldenses from the 

merchant of Lyons. 

date of his writing, 18, 19. 



Eelics, paintings,and images of Saints, 
views of the Waldenses respectiDg, 
note 62, p. 120 ; of the Catholics, 
note 63, p. 121. 

Richard of Cluny, writer of the lives 
of Popes Alexander III. and Inno- 
cent ni., 1. 

his statement about Peter Waldus 
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as founder of the Waldensian 
sect in the year 1170 ; 2. 
BfOrengo (Bev. Mark Anrelius, Count 
of Lucerne, falsely quoted by Leger 
and Morland), does not confirm but 
destroys their assertions ; disproves 
the boasted antiquity and ancient 
succession of the Waldenses, 33, 34, 
35,36. 

Sagoo. See Reinerius Sacco. 

Saints (the) according to the Wal- 
denses, are not to be invoked, 118. 
Catholic doctrine on the same sub- 
ject, note 61, p. 119. 

Scriptures (the Holy) alone, according 
to the Waldenses, sufficient for sal- 
vation, note 46, p. 104 ; by the Ca- 
tholics not deemed sufficient without 
the Tradition of the Chnrch, note 
47, p. 105. 

Sects at Milan in the middle of the 
thirteenth century, number of, 10. 

Seyssell, Archbishop of Turin, his 
testimony as to the antiquity of 
the Waldensian sect in his diocese, 
note 20, pp. 25, 26. 
See also Leo. 

Sims (the Rev. Thomas), his very in- 
genious and true remarks on the 
supposed date of La Nobla Leycjon, 
55, 56. 

Traditions (the Apostolical) held by 
the Catholic Church, note 47, p. 105. 

Translation and transcription of part 
of the Bible in the vernacular lan- 
guage by two priests, by desire of 
Peter Waldensis, 11. 

Transubstantiation, doctrine of the 
Waldenses as to ; of the Cathc^ics, 
notes 69, 70, p. 129. 

Waldensis, or de Vaudia, or Vaudois, 
or Valdo (Peter) : 

his birthplace and dwelling- 
house, note 2, pp. 2, 27. 

caused part of the Bible to be 



translated by two priests, 2, 11. 
author of the Waldensian sect, 



notes 20, 36, pp. 2, 5, 8, 10, 16, 19, 
23. 26, 27, 35, 38, 39. 40, 41, 47, 
48, 50, 61. 



— his riches and learning, 2, 11, 19. 

— his preaching. 12, 28, 29. 

— his change of life, note 11, pp. 3, 
13,19,41. 

restrained from preaching — 



exiled and excommunicated, or con- 
demned, notes 1, 7, 8, pp. 3, 12, 16, 
20, 24, 28. 
— educated in the Catholic Church 



with his first followers, 40. 

Vallenses, or Valdenses (the name of), 
given by two old writers to the fol- 
lowers of Peter de Yaudia, false de- 
rivation of, 15, 16. 

Virgin Mary, views of the Waldenses 
concerning, 99. 

Waldenses (The) : 

founded by Peter Waldensis, 2, 5, 

10, 30, 41, 47. 

origin proved by the Waldensian 



MSS. 48, 51, 57. 

— not the successors 



of the 
Apostles, 6, 7. 

date when they were restrained 



or condemned, note 1, pp. 2, 3. 
— why called Poor of Lyons, 10. 
appearance of holiness, and their 



disguises, 13, 14, 25. 

did not exist in the time of Pope 



Silvester, 22. 

— their derivation from a certain 



Leo at the time of Constantine the 

Great, a fable, 26, 27, 28, 29. 

— were not in existence at the time 



of Claudius, Bishop of Turin, 45, 
46. 

spread over the mountains of 



Dauphiny, and, many years after- 
wards, into diflferent parts of the 
world, 34, 36. 

not in Piemont before the end 



of the twelfth century, 37, 38. 
approximate date of their going 



into Piemont, 26, 41, 43. 
— their conduct there at first, 42. 
so named when they went into 



Piemont, 43. 

— were not in Piemont before the 



time of Peter Waldo, 43, 44. 

punished in Piemont for their 
rebellionrand crimes, 63, 67. 
— confess their guilt in a public 
petition, 67, 68. 



138 



INDEX. 



fMauuscripts. 
Murders. 
Persecationa (of the). 
Beligious Doctrines (of the). 
Records (of the). 
Walter Mapes. See Mapes. 
War in Piemont, number of killed in, 
40, 43, 85. 



Wickliff and Hubs (John), followers 
of the old Waldenses, 124. 

Writers (the) of the Waldensian facts 
not blameable for their mis-state- 
ments, being deceived by Leger, 53. 

Writers and books (a list of) consulted 
by the Author — Preface. 
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